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State of emergency in 
Shetlands as blizzards 
leave thousands cut off 


KUO MOVES AND 
MATTHEW BRACE 

As householders in the north of - 
Scotland spent their thirdnight 
without power, electricity boss- 
es rejected criticism yesterday 
tha t tbeyliad faded to deploy 
enough staff to cope witn the 


lar^'caundl said the privatised 
Hydro-Electric was badly pre- 
pared for winter emergencies 
and that staff cuts and increased 
profits were to blame. 

“The profit motive has af- 
fected the way the company 
used to operate in die best in- 
terests of their customers,’* said 


chaoa caused-byTthc Christmas - Councillor Roddy Murray (Lax- 
b&zards. Astate crf-emercpncy,- daleVyeslerday.. 
was declared in th&Sbeuands ; “Clearly the company no 
after I he yHavt storms minting. fongerVhas the resources to 


i; - 'gi 


mernoqc, 

Ithad been claimed thatHy- 
dn>E!ectric’s skeletonstaff on 
standby over , the . holiday 
period, had been too small to 
react quickly to the blizzards 
sweeping the county since 
Christmas 'Eve. 

Thousands of homes were 
stiS without power yesterday as. 
weathermen in the north of 
Scotland warned thht tem- 
peratures could drop to 
minus 20C. 

Hundreds ofengmeers bat- 
tled to restore power to 5,000 



families, many of whom spent 
a secopd mghtwitbout elec- 
tricity. Shetland was the worst 
hit with nearly 3,100 customers 
without power, some of them 
cut off for 72 hours after pow- 
er cables snapped. 

Shetland islanders said they 
had not seen soft severe snow- 
falls for 5QycarsL~Asp<&^ 

- for the Shetland coastguard 
said: “Houses are . being 
swamped by drifts of more. than 
10ft on some of the islands. We 
have been funning • our heli- 
copter almost all day oil med- 
ical emergencies, getting to 
people with hcait conditions 
stranded by the! weather* 
-..Nicola BteiKe, wbb byes in 
. Leiwid^sajd: “Wecan jastger 
bid of ^our from door bia we 
; canlgrtout ofthehsarfc. There - 
is sacw eveiywhcre. The whole 
"town faas 'tietit tx^ng to help 
people who have goesfuefc" 
-Among thoseworsl affected 
by 'the wtttb& werc 24o3 
wo rkers irapped Sk the Sufiom 
/Mac'. coastaLoiL terminal since 
Saturday mghpFresh shift 

workers have beeisnable togst.- 
through the snowdrifts. Man-, 
agers at the Bf^ixut leri nip a f ; . 
igrelasl night planning to fer-V 
hrin crews by boatas roads were 
still blocked. . . _• ;. 

. T^lahomgnkipvmlhcis- 


; cope - with- emergencies. 11 he 
said. The Labour group will ask 
islands MP Caftim Macdonal d 
to demand an inquny.into the 
; long, cdd. weekend. 

-A spokeswoman for- Hydro-' 
- Electric in Perth said the com- 
pany linesmen .were bidding 
against the extreme conditions 
and were holding emergency 
meetings every few hours. She 
said even staff on holiday were 
taking part in the operation to. 
-^restore electricity to homes. 

But the spokesman added 
that the severe weather had pre- 

y entwl firTt-cnw-n re aching faul ty 

m many areas. “We would 
stnn^ly refute any suggestion 
that our workforce was not 
strong enough to cope -it was 
simply down' to the weather,** 
.she said.'' 

“In some areas we are hav- 
mgtocall ouccmtsactois^hex- 
cavafion firms to 1 open roads' 
and'afipw<uirmen>ccessto^: 
■power Hites. We were prepared 
for?uow over Christmastut the 
severity has .caused serious 
jjroblems for everyone." 

In other parts ra the country 
a mas died after a mini-bus in 
: .which he was travelling skidded 
. on foe and overturned on the 
M61 at Bolton, Greater Man-. 
' Chester. His wife suffered seri- 
ous mjuries.' ‘ 

.--'Transport was also thrown 
into chaos as fresh overnight 
snow blocked many roads 
around Grampian and the 
HfebhmdSkWith police wanting 
. drives not to drwe unless it was 
absolutely necessary. 

Drivers were also wanted 
not to attempt to travel on the 
At between Berwick-Upon- 
Tweed ."and'. Morpeth in 
Northumberland because of 
hazards. Visibility was down to 
100 metres at one stage. 

. A spokesman for Northum- 
^ bria Police said: “All the roads 
around -Berwick are danger- 
ous -you are putting your life 
at risk if you travel on them. The 
snowploughs have been out for 
, hours but they are losing.” 
Snow also blanketed the 
North. Yorkshire coast mainly 
around the Whitby and Scar- 
borough areas. A Leeds Weath- 
er Centre spokesman said snow 
showers, which are also affect- 
ing Lincolnshire and Humber- 
mf, - ■ ' woo Id continue 

throughout today. 

Roadconditions were dete- 
riorating rapkfly in nrid and west 
Wales tasLnjgit as temperatures 

flbe-slattf trf ESBglan^***^ 
.faasso far escapedthe worst of 
the weather, was due to be hit 
:by snow last night in East An- 
gba and London. - 
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White-out: Snow blocks the main road between Scarborough and Whitby, across the North Yorkshire moors yesterday 


Photograph: Tony Bartholomew 


Forgotten nuclear dump sparks alert 


TOM WILKIE 

Science Editor 

Radioactive material may be 
leaking from forgotten trench- 
es of nuclear waste dumped at 
the Sellafield reprocessing site 
daring Britain's atomic 
weapons programme in the late 
1940s and early 1950s. 

The trendies are believed to 
be the source of “tritium 
springs" - streams discharging 
radioactive hydrogen on to the 
beaches at Sellafield. The 
trendies were covered over 
with hardcore and asphalt and 
are currently used as hard- 


standing for construction ma- 
terials and occasionally to park 
contractors’ vehicles. 

The existence of the trench- 
es came to light following in- 
quiries by experts investigating 
dusteis of childhood leukaemia 
in the area - the Committee on 
the Medical Aspects of Radia- 
tion in the Environment (Co- 
mare). But neither Comare. 
British Nuclear Fuels (BNFL) 
nor the Nuclear Install ations In- 
spectorate was able to say what 
was contained in the radioactive 
waste dump. 

A spokesman for BNFL said: 
"The material is mainly low- 


level waste although we cannot 
discount the fact that there 
may be small quantities of 
solid, intermediate-level waste. 
We are checking contempo- 
rary records." 

Government policy is that 
intermediaie-levei waste is so ra- 
dioactive that it should be dis- 
posed of in a highly -engineered 
repository at least 600m un- 
derground, not in a trench, just 
a few feet below the surface. 

The Nuclear Installations In- 
spectorate pointed out that 
when the waste was dumped, 
the site had Crown Immunity. 
“We weren’t in charge at the 


time, or the records would be 
meticulous. It is probable that 
intermediate-level waste i* 
there, but we don’t know. We 
do not think it is a desirable sit- 
uation and are discussing with 
British Nudear Fuels what steps 
can be taken. 

Earlier this year. Comare 
was dismayed to discover that 
it had not been told about an ex- 
plosion in a waste shaft at 
Dounreay. in the north of Scot- 
land, which was suspected of be- 
ing the source of “hot" 
radioactive particles on the 
foreshore. The discovery of 
the Dounreay explosion 


prompted Comarc to ask if 
there were undisclosed sources 
of radioactivity at other sites. 

The committee is worried by 
the lack of information it has re- 
ceived The current chairman of 
Comare. Professor Bryn 
Bridges, of the Univcisity of 
Sussex, said: “Comare is aware 
of the existence of this trench 
and is interested in knowing 
what it contains but has no fur- 
ther information at this rime." 

Technically, BNFL has legal 
responsibility for the trenches 
because ft bolds the nudear site 
licence for Sellafield. But the 
trenches contain wastes which 


predate not only BNFL but also 
the UK Atomic Energy Au- 
thority. They were created by 
the forerunner of the Ministry' 
of Defence's procurement ex- 
ecutive. 

A Comare member said: 
“There is a general trend that 
can be seen here. Relevant in- 
formation is not always laid out 
in front of you in a way you can 
made sense of. Although it is 
cock-up rather than conspiracy, 
one does find out o ver a peri- 
od of time a number of things 
one would have liked to have 
known right at the beginning of 
an investigation." 


South Africa floods kill 130 


ROBERT BLOCK 
Johannesburg 

It was a Christinas of death and 
destruction in KwaZulu-Natal 
province. At least 130 people 
were killed in flash floods 
overnight on Monday when the 
Umsunduzi river and its main 
tributary, the Slangspmit, burst 
their banks due to heavy sea- 
sonal mine 

Entire families were swept 
away with their corrugated iron 
shacks and meagre possessions 
when the flood waters hit the 
outskirts of Pietermaritzburg. 
The victims all lived in the Iro- 
ball squatter settlement next to 
the Eden dale black township. 

Police divers and rescue 
teams Spent all day yesterday 


pulling bodies out of the river, 
while distraught residents wad- 
ed through a sea of mud. scour- 
ing the rivers and banks for any 
sign of missing loved ones. The 
sound of wailing relatives filled 
the air as the dead, mostly 
teenagers and children, were 
pulled out of the river. 

The death toll rose as more 
bodies were washed up or 
caught on debris as the flood 
waters subsided. Scores of peo- 
ple were still unaccounted for 
late yesterday and police ex- 
pected the numbers of dead to 
increase overnight. There also 
were fears that more rain last 
night could make the situation 
worse. 

The flood followed a politi- 
cally motivated massacre on 


the province’s south coast on 
Christmas morning, making 
this one of the bloodiest holi- 
day periods on record. 

Police said at least 17 people, 
including women and an infant, 
were burnt, shot or hacked to 
death by hundreds of rampag- 
ing supporters of the mainly 
Zulu Inka tha Freedom Party of 
Chief Mangosulhu Buihelezi. 

Armed with spears, axes and 
guns, the Inkatha extremists at- 
tacked the Shobashobane set- 
tlement, a stronghold of their 
rivals in President Nelson Man- 
dela's African National Con- 
gress. The attackers torched 
more than 80 homes, shooting 
and stabbing people as they 
tried to flee the fires. 

It was Lhe third massacre in 


1 1 days, signalling a big jump in 
political violence in South 
Africa's most troubled province. 

The upsurge in violence has 
been blamed on a turf war bc- 
rween the ANC and Inkatha in 
the run-up to local elections in 
March. Felice suspected that 
yesterday’s raid was aimed at 
pushing ANC supporters out of 
the Shobashobane through a 
campaign of terror. 

However, the brutality and 
methods of the killers’ have 
also raised suspicions that a so- 
called “third force" alliance of 
Inkatha extremists and right- 
wing security officials might be 
behind the killings, to destabilise 
the province and make it 
ungovernable for President 
Mandela. 


Duke doubles his property profits 


CHRIS BLACKHURST. 

The Duke of Westminster, one 
of .Britain’s richest men, has al- 
■foqst doubled bis. profits from 
renting out and developing 
properties in the past year. 

, r'Agmnst the backdrop of a 
continuing .depression, in -the 
national property market, the 
-hefty increase is.bound.ro fuel 
continuing controversy about 
landlords deriving substantial 
soms from their tenants. 

Latest figures filed at Com- 
psmies House by the'Dukes pri- 
vate company, Grosycnor 

Estate Holdings, show a rise in 
annual - profits from £llm to 
£2Gm. Tne accounts reveal an 
increase in “net rental and oth- 
er income" from £29m to £36m. 

The co mp ass dividend pay- 


out was also up, from £lm to 
£1.8m, and the Duke's salary as 
chairman climbed from 
£215,000 to £247,000. 

The Duke owns 300 acres of 
Mayfair and Belgravia in Lon- 
don^ Wsst End, one of ihe most 
valuable swathes of real estate 
in the world. He also owns a 
chunk of Vancouver in Canada 
and other properties in North 
America. 

His wealth contrasts sharply 
-with the world to which he in- 
troduced his two elder daugh- 
ters on Christmas Day, when 
they accompanied him to a 
Liverpool drug rehabilitation 
centre. The visa was intended 
to make the girls aware of 
poverty and the risks of drug- 
■ lairing 

Two years ago, the Duke re- 



The Duke: Profits rising 


signed from the Conservative 

Party in protest at government 
plans to reform leasehold law. 
Under the proposed legisla- 
tion, long-lease tenants with an 


original term of over 21 years 
could have required their land- 
lords to sell them their free- 
holds. The Duke was outraged, 
denouncing the move as “le- 
galised expropriation”. 

One of his arguments was 
that non-residents would be 
given the right to buy and over- 
seas investors and property 
companies who held leases 
stood to gain large windfall 
profits. 

He was appalled that Con- 
servatives. whom his family had 
historically supported - he had 
succeeded his father in 1977 as 
chairman of his Chester con- 
stituency - should have con- 
templated interfering with 
contracts signed between two 
willing parties. 

In the end. after heavy pres- 


sure from the Duke and other 
landed gentry, the legislation 
was heavily watered down. 
Leaseholders did not receive an 
automatic right to buy their 
properly. From a possible 
750,000 leaseholders covered by 
the original Bill, the neutered 
final Act means less than half 
could emerge as freeholders. 

The puke's anxiety to bang 
on to his properties can be ex- 
plained by his latesi accounts. 
The property market elsewhere 
may be stagnant, but that is not 
the case in Mayfair and Bel- 
gravia. 

A two-bedroomed flat in 
North Audley Street, on the 
Duke's patch, was recently let 
at £475 per week. A year ago. 
the same flat was fetching £450 
per week. 


: OUVmCLEflRfljyCE SENSATION 1 

1 OLIVETTI N8-450 4860X2 50MHz 8Mb RAM 

; a Intel 486DX2 50MHz chip, 510Mb drive, 8Mb RAM lb 

2 □ 3.5* floppy, parallel. 2 serial & PS/2 mouse ports [ fl I 

! □ Desktop case, 4 peripheral bays, 4 expansion slots 

i □ 14" SVGA cotour, UK fceytoardfPolfi non Olrvetli] 
i □ Olivetti mouse, users manual CRQf! ra / 

I □ MS-DOS 6 and Windows 3.1 LUUy 
I OLIVETTI U480-10 486SX 2SMHz 120/4Mb* 
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l Q Sony internal dual speed CD-ROM drive, steEqaKakets'fe^ffSJl 
i □ Sound FX 16 bit card with Wavetable 32 CIlO 93 

| □ Win 95 **plBg ‘a play" compatible 

‘DIGITAL HDVQTE 486SX NOTEBOOK 

\ SUPERB QUALITY COMPACT MONO NOTEBOOK Ijggat jl 

I □ Intel 486SX 33MHz chip. 120Mb drive. 4Mb RAM / 

I □ 3.5’ 1.44Mb floppy, PCMCIA slot. mains/NiCAD 
l □ Weighs 2Kg. DOS 6/Windows 3.1 Cli AQ 89 
I □ Lotus Organiser version 1.12 LU^KI 

SAMSUNG 630 QUAD SPHffl CD 

FREE MS-WORKS 3 FOR WINDOWS CO! 

: a internal E-IDE CD drive. 256K RAM fiQ A99 

□ 230ms access lime. ATAPi interface E 0*T 


SHARP UX-135 63 PERSONAL FAX 

INCLUDES ONE TEAR ON-SITE WARRANTY 

□ Fax switch. 10 sheet document feedp1/|Q9q£ 

□ BT approved & Mercury compatibles l t TU 


AST ADVANTAGE 48B MULUMBDIA 

SUPERB CD SOFTWARE* ONE YEAN ONSITE! 

□ 486DX2 50MHz chip. 270Mb drive. 4Mb RAM 

□ Dual speed CD. stereo sound card and 

□ UK ktxl. 14" 28 dp SVGA colour 

□ DOSiWin plus CD software suite 


QUALITY 24 Pffll PRINTER SUB £70! 

DATAPRODUCTS 7034 FACTORY CLEARANCE 

□ 216 CPS dralt/76 CPS LQ mode, parallel COO M 

□ Friction/tractor feed, IBM & Epson mode ED v 


AflsloOt E tvanu ijew iiintes dialed) bin triced zt a t nnum oi manubdurer^ Gs pree due b 
M own Du* protases n( snubs nwttvy & end w fine am*. Goods not svppi-d on i rai nzse. 
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Mandelson denies right-wing agenda 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Political Correspondent 

Labour MP and former spin- 
doctor-in-chief. Peter Mandel- 
wa yesterday hit back at claims 
that he was preparing a righl- 
wing agenda to ensure the 
party's success in office. 

A welter of criticism from 
Labour left-wingers and some 
shadow Cabinet members 
greeted the leaking ol a draft 
synopsis of a book submitted bv 
Mr Mandelson. MP for Hartle- 


pool and dose confidant of 
Tony Blair, to publisher Ran- 
dom House earlier this vear. 

The synopsis attacked by tra- 
ditionalists as being fur to the 
right of anything so far consid- 
ered. gave credit for what the 
Couservatives have "got right", 
with suggested chapters raising 
issues including co-operation 
between u Labour government 
and the Liberal Democrats to 
ensure a longer-term, stable, 
left-of-centre government, a 
cut in the number of Scottish 


and Welsh MPs. the abolition of 
universal child benefit, freeing 
schools from local education au- 
thority contrui and no-strike 
deals in the public sector. 

When Random House de- 
cided not go ahead with the pro- 
ject, Mr Mandelson. one of 
the architects of “new" Labour, 
and co-author Roger Liddie. 
former Labour defector, SDP 
parliamentary candidate and 
Liberal Democrat, turned to 
Faber & Faber, which will pub- 
lish a different, milder, book. 


The Blair Revolution: Can 
Labour Deliver ? in February. 

Critics claimed the docu- 
ment showed Mr Mandelson. 
the party’s former communica- 
tions chief, trespassing on oth- 
er spokesmen's territory and 
called on the Labour leader to 
rein him in. 

Mr Mandelson. a spokesman 
on the Civil Service and a key 
player in Labour's election 
team, said: •‘This book will con- 
tribute to the public's under- 
standing of what new Labour 


stands for and its thinking on a 
range of policy issues. It ex- 
pounds and enlarges upon par- 
ty policy. It doesn't contradict 
it. He added: “With my record 
I would be the last person to 
want to do that” 

Those of his colleagues who 
had been “wound up" to react 
to the book before publication 
would be “pleasantly surprised" 
by the finished product. 

The book had been written 
when he was not a front- 
bencher. but he declared: “Now 


I am one I want to continue act- 
ing as a politician with a voice 
of my own in support of party 
policy rather than as erstwhile 
spin-doctor and behind-the- 
scenes media man allegedly 
pulling the strings. People 
shouldn't try to have it both 
ways. They say they want me to 
come out from the shadows with 
a voice of my own and then 
complain the moment I do so." 

Mr Mandelson is one of the 
Labour leader s closest advise re, 
rated for his strategic brain 


and campaigning skills. His 
critics claim that even though 
the synopsis has been dropped, 
it indicates Mr Maude Ison’s 
thinking. But Mr Blair’s office 
stood by him yesterday. “The 
synopsis was written before he 
became a frontbencher and 
highligh ter! areas to be exam- 
ined in a book that didn't hap- 
pen. The question is what 
solutions you come up with," a 
spokesman said. Hie new book 
would stick to party policy. 

Another View, page 15 


Missing girl’s 
father helps in 
murder hunt 


MATTHEW BRACE 

The father of the missing 
French teenager Celine Figurd 
arrived in Britain yesterday m 
assist police as feare for' his 
daughter's safely grew. 

Bernard Figard. a farmer, will 
appeal for help from the public 
today as detectives launch a full- 
scale’ murder hum for ihe P'- 
year-old accountancy student 
who disappeared on Tuesday 
last week. Celine's mother was 
too ill to travel and stayed at the 
family home in central France. 

Deteclhcs, who are now 
working on the basis that Celine 
has been murdered, have dou- 
bled the number of officers in- 
volved to more than Hill across 
three constabularies. 

Detective Superintendent 
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Missing: Fears are growing 
for safety of Celine Figard 


Des Thomas, who is leading the 
investigation, said that he was 
grave K concerned for the stu- 
dent's safely. 

He said: "Celine's father has 
given us as much information as 
possible to huild up a full back- 
ground. He is suffering anguish 
and fear for his missing daugh- 
ter. We will move heaven and 
earth to find Celine." 

Their daughter had been plan- 
ning to spend Christmas with her 
cousin at a hotel in the New For- 
est. Hampshire, where she 
worked as a waitress last summer. 

She had hitch-hiked from 
Folkestone in Kent and was of- 
fered a lift by an English lorry 
driver at the Chieveley motor- 
way service station on the M4 
near Newbury in Berkshire. 

Mice said the man who 
picked her up was driving a w hile 
Mercedes lorry towing a light 
grey 3S to 40-ton Thermo King 
refrigerated trailer. Nothing has 
been heard of her since and the 
driver h;rs not come forward. 

Del Supi Thomas said: “U is 
hard to believe the Jony driver 
has not heard of our appeals but 
as yet he has not con faded us. 
There are some very sinister 
connotations to read into that 
but there arc no reasons why he 
shouldn't call us if he dropped 
her off as he said he would." 

He said he wanted to hear 
from anyone who was at the ser- 
vice station between 4pm and 
6pm on Tuesday last week. 



IX brief 


Mother and child 
die in house fire 

A wo man and a two-year-old 
girl died in a fire yesterday at 
their home in LlanybrL near 
Carmarthen. 

The woman's husband was 
last night being treated in Mor- 
riston Hospital, Swansea, for 
cuts and boms after leaping 
through a. bedroom window 
and returning to the .house 
through the bade door to res- 
cue the couple's two. other 
daughters, four and five. 

Police said they were trying 
to trace close relatives before 
identifying the dead woman. 24, 
and the child. 

Scottish lure 

Scotland accounts for three of 
Britain’s top 10 tourist destina- 
tion towns and cities for overseas 
visitors according to the British 
Tburist Authority and the Eng- 
lish Tourist Board. London 
stayed top in 1994 with 11.46 mil- 
lion “slaying visits", but Edin- 
burgh came second with 970.000, 
and Glasgow had SOQtfK). Birm- 
ingham was fourth, followed by 
Oxford, York, Cambridge and 
Manchester joim seventh, Bath 
and Inverness, 

Dead giri ‘had row’ 

Mhairi Jufyan, 16. who was 
killed on herway home from a 
pantomime in Kilmarnock on 
16 December may have argued 
with ayoulb on the night of her 
death, Stratbdyde ponce said. 
A witness has reported seeing 
a girl answerirg to Mhairfs 
description anda youth having 
anjwoufsidetteBnxmfaaiHo- 
leL Police bdkve the attack was 
semaify motivated. 
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Gritted teeth: Crowds braving the icy North Sea at Sunderland, Tyne and Wear, for the 20th Boxing Day charity dip Photograph: Mark Runnacles 
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Weather forecast 


NOON FORECAST 
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TODAY'S FORECAST: It Nffl be 
very cold In ail parts of the 
country, although afternoon 
temperatures should din* n 
just above freez ing in same 
coastal areas and In South- 
nest Eng and. There could stS 
be snow showers around the 
coastal fringes of Scotland 
and aorth-eaat England. 
Tonight wM be intensely cold 
With freezing fog patches. 
Exceptionally low tempera- 
tures are expected over the 
m o w c owed Scottish Interi- 
or. 

OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT FEW 
DATS: Tomorrow «9 be anoth- 
er vary cold but geoerely dry 
day. However.tbera may be 
some snow nurrloa in the 
Channel Islands, O an ww U and 
Devon. Ow northern Eq&and, 
N. Ireland and Scotland heel- 
ing fog patches w* be slow to 
dear, bat most d ace s should 
Ret some wintry sanahlna. 


Rif kind hints at future 
‘goodwill’ role for Diana 
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ACROSS 

I Eraser (b) 

4 Farm animal (5) 

8 Hindu mystic (5; 

9 Jute cloth (7) 

10 Tanned hide f 7l 

II Backside (4) 

12 Outfit (3 1 

14 Combine (4) 

15 Curved structure (4 1 
18 Evergreen tree (3) 

21 Stratagem (4) 

23 Annoying 1 7 ) 

25 Capital of Iraq ( 7) 

26 Spring over (51 

27 Dodge (5) 

2S Determined (6) 

Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 


DOWN 

1 Consequence <6j 

2 Swagger ( 7) 

5 Christian festival ($) 

4 Cummerbund (4) 

5 Select group (5) 

6 Extreme poverty (6) 

7 Financial swindler (5) 
13 Discuss together (4.4) 

16 Lawn game (7) 

17 High-pitched voice (6) 

19 Irish writer (5) 

20 Guard (6) 

22 Greek letter (5) 

24 Incisiveness (41 
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PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Political Correspondent 

Malcolm Rifkind, the Foreign 
Secretary, yesterday became 
the first Cabinet minister toag- 
nal the Government's readiness 
to create a new public role for 
the Princess of \feles in re- 
sponse to her plea to become an 
"ambassador” for Britain. 

But the Foreign Secretary 
equally emphasised that the 
Queen would have a veto over 
any arrangement to give the 
Princess some kind of formal 
ambassadorial position. 

While Mr Rifkind avoided 
saying so explicitly, it is also 
widely understood that the 
Princess would have to agree to 
a divorce from Prince Charles 
before any future public role 
could be finalised. 

The Princess has yet to re- 


spond to the Queen's call for 
the couple to end their mar- 
riage without delay in the hope 
that a line can be drawn under 
their public feuding which is 
damaging to the monarchy. 

Mr Rifkind is the first mem- 
ber of Government to speak out 
publicly about a new role after 
the Princess made her bid to be 
a "goodwill' ambassador in her 
Panorama interview'. 

He appeared to highlight 
Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office concerns about the pre- 
cise nature of such a rale, and 
emphasised that the Queen’s 
wishes would be paramount. 

He told BBC radio 4's Today 
programme, however “Am- 
bassador has both a technical 
meaning but it also has a more 
general meaning that is some- 
times used of someone who 
helps advance the interests of 


the country they belong to. 
These areissues we need to con- 
sider and they wifl be considered 
quite properly taking into ac- 
count tfae wishes of Her Majesty 
the. Queen. That is the single 
most important consideration." 

. .Michael HeseJtine, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, made 
dear JasTweek that John Ma- 
jor supported the Queen’s 
dedica te call on Charles and 
Diana- to agree to an early 
divorce. . ~ / * 

Mr Rifkind stayed off that 
te rritory yesterday, but said: "I 
think we ate at a very delicate 
moment with regard to the fu- 
ture of the Prince and Princess. 
I thinkit very much depends on 
the decisions they themselves 
tate with, regard to their future. 

1 don’t think it is helpful at this 
moment to speculate on these 
matters;*. ... 


Castles may Ml to French cash 


JOJO MOVES 

Hundreds of years after they 
first withstood invasion. Eng- 
land's castles may finally be tak- 
en over by the French. Work on 
monuments including Dover 
Castle, Stonehenge and Hadri- 
an's Wall is being put out to ten- 
der and a French-owned 
company is favourite to win the 
£10m contract 

If Sila. a subsidiary of Lyon- 
naise des Eaux which specialises 
in refuse collection and waste 
disposal, wins the three-year- 
con tract, it will be responsible 
for maintaining and restoring 


400 of Britain’s historic budd- 
ings and monuments. 

Lyonnaise des Eaux owns 
North East Wrier and the BMI 
chain of private hospitals and 
also has a big holding in Gen- 
eral Cable, one of the top five 
cable companies in Britain. 

Yesterday an English Her- 
itage spokesman refused to 
comment on the bids, describ- 
ing them as "commercially sen- 
sitive" but said that to have a 


French company bidding for 
:t of this kind was "m 


. a 

contract of this kind was “not 
unusual". The bid follows Eng- 
lish Heritage’s decision to sell 
its restoration department as 


part of its privatisation process. 

England’s historic monu- 
ments are not the only institu- 
tions to face a Gallic invasion. 
TWo months ago Dover faced 
being ^ bought up by Calais, its 
Channel counterpart, as part of 
gover nme nt privatisation plans. 

Passions ran high and the 
Queen Morberwiote to the Sir 
George Young. Secretary of 
Siam forlransport, to make him 
aware of the strength of local 
bppoatton. As Lord Warden of 
the Cinque Ports, the Queen 
Mother is traditionally respon- 
sible for protecting the towns’ 
shores from foreign marauders. 






IV 


’\l’ •’ 


SELFRIDGES SALE starts TODAY 

IT S THE ONLY TIME WE DO THINGS BY HALVES 

Wed s>7th & Thur 28th Dec 9am - 6pm Fri 29th Sc Sat SOth Dee 9.30am - 7pm Sun Stst Dec 1 lam - 5pm Mon 1 st Jan lOam - 7pm 
Interest Free Credit available in selected departments throughout the store. Written quotations on request. 
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vTrayet wars; Tour operators put new long-haul deals at the forefront of campaign to win business for depressed market 

Pay on return plan to woo holidaymakers 


I- J r 


STEKEBOGGAN 

th>ef Reporter 


rs-were being 


w® 15 per ccitt<&K«inlSjk««^ 
fares and a special “go 
^ow^paylater? charter forbad e 
savers. ■ r---’ - 

V - .Despite. aidedsioir writbjrt ■ 
tte travd iadMtiy to redtwe 

avaflahfltfy by 10 par beat, to. 
avpid last year's pijce ^wtpngj ; 
the .tag opsscqtGrt'ang -travel 
agents are tflmtty trongfbr a 
larger, shares ofar depre sse d 
market .■ •.. .. .. ' 

. Airtours fired thelatest shot 


yesterday by . offering 10,000 
.xhfliferes to Florida for £199 
' eafch and £349 two-week fly-dri- 
’ yp fioEdays for adults. . . . . 

- The Antouis move was seen 
•asabjd to grab a biggcr sharc 
of ^the growing long-haul mar- 
tini fodretiyexpe^ believe that - 
Tonglianl — to North America, 

- Jticha, Thailand, Africa Sont fa • 
. America and the Rtx East -of- 
fers the best opportunity for ex- . 
pansion while . traditional 
Mediterranean destinations 
stagnate.- 

' - There is also a growing ex- - 
pcctation that . the long-haul 
market wiD benefit from an un- 


expected source- the Govern- 
ment's decision, five years ago, 
to introduce the Tkx Exempt 
Spdqal Savings Account (Tfes- 
sa). In the firetweek of Janu- 
ary, 43 million people will see 
the first Tessas mature, re leas- 
ing £25hn into the economy. In- 
dividual savers are tikety to 
recoup a tax-free £12,000 after 
investing £9,000. ■ 

The money could provide a 
huge boost to amarket down by 
as much as 2Q to 30 percent on 
last year. . 

John Sim, a spokesman for 
long-haul holiday specialists, 
Kuoni, -said: “The timing of 


the Tessa money is good news 
for us. We usually do very well 
in January and now there are a 
lot of people around with mon- 
ey they would not normally 
have.” The navel agents’ or- 
ganisation, Abta, described the 
windfall as a godsend. 

Yesterday, Aspro Holidays, 
another Airtours company, put 

5,000 summer Mediterranean 
holidays on sale from £99, as 
wdl as 15,000 “cMd-goes-free” 
breaks. 

In die high street, Lunn Poly 
announced the first “go now, 
pay later” scheme for travel 
agents. Customers are being of- 


fered the chance to make up to 
four payments up to a year af- 
ter returning from their holiday. 

Peter Poyey, Lunn Poly’s 
marketing director, said: “Our 
research has shown that around 
one person in four would pre- 
fer to spread the cost of their 
holiday, rather than take a 
discount.” 

However, along with rivals 
Thomas Cook and Going 
Places. Lunn Poly is offering dis- 
counts of up to 15 per cent for 
those who would like to pay 
first. 

Thomson, Britain's biggest 
holiday company, said last- 


minute bargain hunters would 
end up paying more. It has 
slashed more than £50m from 
brochure prices but predicted 
costs would steadily increase, 
until only full-priced holidays 
were lefL 

Thomson managing direc- 
tor, Charles Newbold, said: 
“We believe that the best prices 
should be offered to our most 
loyal customers, those who 
book early.” 

Tony Bennett, managing di- 
rector of Going Places, which 
has reduced prices by up to 15 
per cent, said: “We have seen 
a return of consumer confidence 


post- Budget and with strong 
early bookings, we expect Jan- 
uary sales to lop 2 million.’ 

Among the Lunn Poly deals 
are holidays provided by 
Manos. Summer Sun. Sunworld 
Florida, Sunworld Beach Villas 
and Twenty's. 

Destinations range from 
Mexico (flight and two weeks' 
accommodation with First 
Choice for £692) and Cyprus 
(flight and one week with Twen- 
ty’s for £269 ), to seven nights in 
Ibiza with Thomson for £89.10. 

Keith Befion, spokesman for 
the Association of British Trav- 
el Agents, said: “The lour op- 


erators have reduced capacity 
by 10 per cent this year in or- 
der to increase demand and 
avoid having to discount as 
heavily as they' did last year. 

“Most of the discounts of- 
fered at the momenr amount to 
about 10 per cent. It gets silK 
when they go to 15 per cent, ef- 
fectively removing all the prof- 
its on holidays, other than the 
margin on travel insurance, 
which they make their cus- 
tomers buy. 

“All being well, the reduction 
in capacity should result in a 
more stable industry and more 
sensible prices.” 








Beach dream: Goa was found to be cheaper than other destinations 


The Indian, state of Goa was yes- 
terday named as the “best val- 
ue winter destination” for 
hoEdaymakeis. despite wide- 
spread concern over toe eon-.' 
ronmenial impact of its touristo, 
writes Steve Boggan. 

A survey of resorts popular . 
with . British holidaymakers 
found that Goa was cheaper 
than any other destination . for 
a -range of goods and services 
froinfbod to petrol.. ... 

The results of & survty.coa- 1 
ducted iay TbcmasCook,are 
likely to stimnlaie demand far- _ 
thef JorjjJaces along aeoastfme 
describe d reeenflywatefcafekm 


documentary as a huge 
Benidorm in toe making. Dur- 
ing the BBC2 programme. Our 
Man in Goa, Cfive Anderson 
gate details ofehaotie devel- 
opment of 65km of coastline 
previously regarded as a hippie 


At the time, TEricia Barnett, 
Tourism Concern’s co-ordina- 
tor ^saito ^For several years 
ThbriSm Concern, has been 
teflrng tour operators about 
Goan enyincmmental groups’ 
boocOTS .over toe mntianing vi- 
olatio n of focal environmental _ 
regulations and people's rights." 

Officials wtnwiate that the 


number of tourists visiting Goa 
has increased from 10,000 in 
1972 to wdl over a million in toe 
early Nineties. One reason has 
been toe increased capacity in 
Goa’s main airport, Dabolfrn, 
resulting from a runway exten- 
sion. 

Tourism Concern, which 
based its charges on a report 


Package holidaymakers: Travellers waiting for flights from Heathrow Airport’s Terminal Two yesterday 


vironment and Forests listing 
widespread and “flagrant” 
breaches of environ m ental laws 
by holiday complexes, blames 
B ritish tour operators which use 
tlm hotels responsible. . 

Thomas Cook said it was not 


trying to stimulate tourism in 
Goa, but was simply compiling 
data on costs. 

Among its findings, it estab- 
lished that Majorca and the Ca- 
nary Islands were inexpensive 
for food: Portugal was cheapest 
for beer, Tinisia most expensive 


fox sun lotion and Cuba the 
most expensive for spirits. 

Despite yesterday’s results 
there is historical evidence to 
suggest that Goa’s growth need 
not continue exponentially. 
Tourists turn their backs on re- 
sorts with poor infrastructures 


- such as Spain in the early 
1 970s and Turkey 10 years ago. 

More recently, tourists have 
proved they will not stand for 
unreasonable price increases. 
Greece, which used to be 
Britons’ second-favourite short- 
haul package destination, after 


Spain on 5 million, fell last year 
to 1.1 million and is expected to 
be overtaken within 18 months 
by Turkey, which attracted 

800.000 Britons last year. 
Portugal and Italy, attracting 

500.000 and 300,000 each, are 
next in the short-haul package 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 


league, although France, which 
attracts many more indepen- 
dent travellers is, in reality, far 
more popular. 

The United States heads the 
long-haul league, with about 
1 million tourists venturing 
there. 


Nursery vouchers ‘put places 
for three-year-olds at risk’ 


FRAN ABRAMS . = than half.- their ianqgGr level. 


Education Confespondem " ; froth £963m to £415m. An- 
V. • tharities wffl hate to compete 

Tens of thousands of three- with private nurseries for 
year-olds could be trirneftawisy . vouchor-bearing children in or- 
from nursery schools is a result der-to recoup their losses, 
of the Goteremerif$ plans to_ ? ■ The new figures show that 
provide education foraS four- 277,000 liuee-year-olds,. about 
yeanolds, figurespobfished to- forte outof every seven, cur- . 
day reveal. ■ . - . rendy have places in nursery 

Up to 133J)b0niirsery school classes. Mr Byers be- 

places for thira^ear-oids coakl fines that more than half that 
be put at risk, accmdrfig to re- number wfflbe turned away in 
scarehteni^crttytheHbuse future so that the Government 
ofCbnnixitelSxaiyforSttpfaen can offer comprehensive pro- 
Byers, MP for ^Mrihenrfand a . vision lor four-year-olds. / 
member of Labom'sfitmtbeacb _ Tt is now dear that tens of 
education team. ; ' thousands of frfaces presently 

Mr Byers *akf that- the provided for thre^-yea*-plds 
youngest efetWrco could be vriS be put at risk due to toe 
turned awM> tom&ke.room for Government’s nursery voucher 
more - Scheme. These figures show 

Gcwennnexf’s voacfcersdcme; whyGffHanamphaidhascco- 
wftkh is due labetestpdfn four, s&entiy refused to safeguard 
pflot -areas.-fo 1996 -aja nsfaiff provison for three- 

duced nationally in 199?. . - ' - . year-olds,’' be said. ; 

. In- order to pa^ for toeir He said Labour's prc^x>sals 
promise id give, a £I,10(J bri mjEsoy education, fine to be 

cry voudor to a& jspblfehed in the new year, 

fom-year-okis, mimsliffs pctj- ; woiud be realsfic and deliver- 
pose to cut local -abtfaxi^ rabte. The party would offer 
ganfe iortoc anderfvesipJcsg the entiOexacgrt of a freermrs- 


. Tt is now dear that tens of 
tho^aods of places presently 
provided for threoyeawilds 
wffl be put at risk due to the 
Gover nm ent's nursery voucher. 
Scheme. 'These figm^ show 
wby GiQian Shetihmd has coo- . 
sistentiy refused to safeguard 


ery place for every three- and 
four-year-old whose parent 
wanted it, he added. 

Accorcfing to the new figures, 
6^K) foil-time places would be 
Bf ridc m Bfrmwigham, and more 
than 6,000 in. Cleveland and 
Leeds. A further 14 authorities 
Ocwld eatfr fosemore than 3,000. 
Birnm^iam currently has 10500 
three-year-olds in nursery edu- 
cation while Cleveland and 
Leeds each have 7,000. The 
analysis calculates the number of 
places winch cm be provided 
with the grant left to each local 
authority once the voucher 
scheme has been financed. 

. The voucher scheme, which 
includes £J65m of new money 
in addition to £548m clawed 
bade from local authorities, has 
already attracted a great deal of 
criticism because it will divert 
money from local authorities to 
private nurseries. Mis Shep- 
hard, the Secretary of State for 
Education and Employment, 
was reluctant to run the scheme 
became she believed it would be 
unwieldy and bureaucratic, but 
she was overruled by the Prune 


Minister and his Downing Sheet 
think-tank. Objections from the 
Treasury - which was reluctant 
to subsidise parents who were al- 
ready paying for private places 
-were also brushed aside. 

Ministers had planned to 
run a pflot scheme in 12 areas 
but only four local authorities 
- Norfolk County Council and 
the London boroughs of Kens- 
ington and Chelsea, Westmin- 
ster and "Wandsworth - have 
agreed to take part. 

A spokeswoman for the De- 
partment for Education and 
Employment said that the claw- 
back from local authorities was 
based on the number of fbur- 
year-olds for whom they currently 
provided places, so three-year- 
olds should not be affected 

“There is no reason why pro- 
vision for three-year-olds 
should be affected by the nurs- 
ery-education voucher scheme 
for four year-olds. The funding 
mechanism proposed ensures 
that local education authorities 
will not lose money if they con- 
tinue to recruit the same num- 
ber of four-year-olds,” 1 she said. 


\STEVEb6g6AN 


lory tn aheQtnstm&s pay tatf 
ing5war,sqoeezmgrrv outof, 
all but one of toe-top lO view- 
ingpositkjhs, .. 

An aadience.of 163 mflhon 

for One Foot Hi ike Grove set. a! 
standard which sawBSCl and; 
BBC2 anracftwO-tftihis Of aft 
viewers throughout the ‘ day . 
Only one ITV programme:; 
made the top 10, jEJmssmos ft' 
Coronation Street, which 
reached sstb pEace with 12.8 
rafliion.'. . . . ' : 

- Ahead of U waft an azxajy o£ 


with 143 irpiKn,n; fifth was the 
Steven Spielberg film. Hook, 
with 12.1 million; seventh was 
■ Indecent .Proposal, with 113 
. millio n; ninth wasNoel’s Christ- 
rruu Pnaav, with 10.1 million; 
and, in joint 10th position, with 
O ^ mHlr nn viewers each, came 
Auntie's Brand New Bloomers 
and Only Fools and Horses. 

A BBC insider said executives 
were delighted with the results, 
given ITVs larger budget for 
WockbristK-inories. “Yet again, 
viewers have shown that the 
Beeb is their ideal Christmas 
companion," toe said. 


BBC progpuinne* ^=ven ww 
BBC1 and. ITV s&owed toe 
taw»» u to gram me- the Q www^ ; 
speech-- toeBBCcameoctoo 
lop, attracting Il-awScnvww- 


era (the. e^tfc-h^iest wrfr 
: cnee) co mp a r ed wtoHVlsZ?: 
-tnlfljbo. — ■ 

Second « toe ratals came 


Fhm . favourite- RWwd 

VWteon asVictorMoWrew 

tod second 6f a two-parL£hsr- 
Endett q3isode, -with l6T m3- 
' came Re^mg 1^3 

Appearances with 16 mfllion. 
.-The first part of thc East- 
Enders special came fourth. 


BBC are preliminary raw data 
assessments put together by 
theBroadcastexsAumencelto- 
searcb Board (Barb) and do not 
take account of video recordings 
or repeats. 

ITV was not in a strong po- 
sition to argue with the figures. 
However, Marcus Plantin, the 
ITV network director, said he 


was neither surprised nor dis- 
mayed by them, pointing to the 
network’s own victory on 
Christinas Eve. ITV took a 37 
per cent share of the available 
peak-time audience, compared 
with 30 per cent for the BBC. 

The top evening show on 
Christmas Eve was You Ve Been 
Framed, which attracted 105 
mfllion viewers. According to 
Mr Plantin, it was the first time 
in years that ITV had beaten the 
BBC on Christmas Eve. 

“The BBC always keeps its 
top programming for the 
Christmas period and last year 
BBC1 claimed 53 per cent of the 
audience on Christinas Eve." 

“I’m delighted that we’ve 
done more than just given them 
anmfor their money this year. 
So for, the honours are shared 
over toe fist two days of Christ- 
mas.- It’s 1-1” 

Neither broadcaster would 
say how much they had spent on 
Christmas Day scheduling. 
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TUC campaign: Dependants of public-sector workers face financial hardship because employers are denying them benefit/igits 


Unions call for 
pension rights 
for partners 


nic cicum 

Thousands of dependant of 
public-sector employees are be- 
ing denied pensions when their 
partners die. a report showed 
yesterday. 

Many face financial hard- 
ship because employers arc 
denying them the benefit rights 
paid to surviving spouscs~hc- 
cause they were not married to 
their partner, the Trades Union 
Congress study said. 

The TUC yesterday launched 
a campaign io win the right for 
“widows” pensions to be paid to 
a partner, irrespective of mar- 
ital status or sexual orientation. 

John Monks, general secretary 
of the TUC. said “The social 
taboos of living together no 
longer apply and the [pension] 
schemes are out of touch with so- 
cial realities. Unless they change 
their ways, employees" will not 
join a pension scheme, which is 
not good for our members or the 
schemes themselves." 

The TUC's campaign covers 
all public-sector unions, in- 
cluding health and local gov- 
ernment workers, leachenCfire 
fighters, and civil servants. 

The Police Federation, which 


is banned from joining the 
TUC. is nevertheless backing 
the campaign, after several cas- 
es where a serving officer died 
on duly but his partner was left 
with no pension. 

Union anger has been height- 
ened by the Tact that public-sec- 
tor pension schemes now lag far 
behind their private-sector 
counterparts, many of whose 
members have enjoyed the right 
to a pension for years, regard- 
less of whether they arc married. 

Often, these rights are ex- 
tended to cover people in same- 
sex relationships who are then 
classed as "dependants" and 
paid the same benefits. 

More than 3 million public^ 
sector workers pay into their re- 
spective schemes. Based on the 
Government’s own figures the 
TUC report estimates that 
some 220.UOO people are un- 
married partners, a number 
that is expected to grow sharply 
in the next decade. 

In all cases where staff pay 
into these pension schemes, 
the level of their contributions 
is based on the assumption that 
- if they are married - their de- 
pendants will receive a pension 
should Lhev die. 


Indeed, the schemes assume 
that 95 per cent of their mem- 
bers are married and charge 
them accordingly. Because this 
percentage has been falling for 
years, schemes are effectively 
saving money by denying un- 
married dependants a pension. 

Among the many private- 
sector schemes that pay out to 
unmarried partners are British 
Telecom. Tate & Lyle, Massey 
Ferguson, British Petroleum, 
Unilever. Bools the chemist, the 
John Lewis Partnership and 
the Automobile Association. 

However, attempts by public- 
sector unions to win the same 
rights for their members have 
been spumed by employers. 

The TUC said that one of the 
most important reasons for em- 
ployers rejecting their claims is 
the moral one. “There is a 
clear implication that the Gov- 
ernment thinks common-law 
relationships are not ‘proper' 
and that benefits should not be 
made available." its report 
claimed yesterday. 

The TUC wants members of 
public-sector schemes to be 
able to nominate a partner in an 
“expression of wish form”, as 
used in many private schemes. 



Victims: Angela Clarke and her three-year-old son, George. She is excluded from her partner's police pension Photograph: John Angerson/Guzelian 



From January Abbey National will be launching three 
exciting new TESSAs. The TESSA Collection includes both 
fixed and variable interest rate options. Whether you have an 
Abbey National TESSA or not, to find out more, simply drop 
into your nearest branch or call us free on 0800 100 805, 
Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm or Saturday 
9.00am to 1.00pm, quoting reference A372C. 
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‘Five years together, but 
I’m left with nothing’ 


Angela dark remembers vivid- 
ly rite day her pa rtner , Gary 
Freeman, a serving CTD officer 
in Chesterfield, died while on 
duly, writes Nic Cicntfi. 

“That morning, he kissed 
me goodbye as usual, told me 
that he loved me and went off 
to work,” she recalls. “At about 
lunchtime the police came 
round to the house to say that 
there had been an accident 
and he was dead.” 

Mr Freeman was a passenger 
in a car which was involved in 
a collision. It was then Ms 
Clark discovered, that despite 
haring lived with her partner for 
five years and the birth of their 
son, George, she would not be 
entitled to a police widow's 
pension. 

“A member of the Police 
Federation called and said that 
I was not eligible because we 
were not married. Gary had 
been a serving police officer for 
19 years and always paid into his 
pension scheme. 

“Had we been married I 
would have been entitled to a 
pension of about £12,000 a 
year. 

“Ironically, we were due to 
marry but we had been forced 
to postpone the wedding be- 
cause I was 31 at the timeTl still 
have my wedding dress in the 
cupboard.” 

Ms Clark now works part- 
time as a careers adviser, but 
would have preferred to remain 
at home, looking after her son. 

“1 would have liked to be 
there to see George growing 
up. Instead, be goes to a child 
minder. 

“It is immoral that people can 
be left with nothing because of 


a piece of paper. Ail I have are 
some wonderful memories of 
Gary and a beautiful son. 

“But the way we bave been 
treated is like all the time we 
spent together and the love we 
shared was for nothing." 

Despite living together fbriO 
years. Paul Gerber and his 
partner, Dorothy Garson, made 
a conscious decision not to 
marry. They stuck by their de- 
cision even after the birth of 
their son, Adam, now aged sev- 
en, and a five-year-old daugh- 
ter, Lauren. 

“We had always operated 
together as a family and as part- 
ners. We shared all household 
responsibilities, paid our bills to- 
gether. and agreed that we did 
not want the extra complications 
of marriage," says Paul, who 
works for the National Society 
for the Protection of Children. 



Paul Gerber 'We had 
always operated as family* 


About two years ago, 
Dorothy, a soda! worker in 
West Glamorgan, was diag- 
nosed as suffering from lym- 
phoma, a form of cancer. She 
died last summer, leaving Paul 
to bring up Adam and Lauren 
on his own. . 

“Pensions were an issue we 
never addressed and in any 
event, in the last few months, 
Dorothy was so ill we didn't 
even considerwhat might hap- 
pen if she died." 

For many years, Dorothy 
had contributed to a local au- 
thority pension scheme. Al- 
though her children will receive 
a small pension until they be- 
come adults, the additional 
amount payable to a married 
spouse is not payable to Mr 
Gerber. 

“I don’t know how much I 
might have received - the 
process of grieving means you 
are. not functioning very.wdUL 
We are obviously fa- worse off 
f manrinfly than when Dorothy 
was alive,. because our income 
was halved- 

“But it is not really a ques- 
tion of the money. It just seems 
so unfair that people should be 
discriminated against and pun- 
ished after death, amply be- 
cause they weren’t married. 

■ “The irony is that these pen- 
sion schemes are prepared to 
recognise non-marriage for the 
purpose of withdrawing pension 
benefits from a widow or wid- 
ower if they begin to cohabit 
with another partner. 

“I fed both angxy and hope- 
less because the only reason our 
family is not getting what it is 
entitled to is essentially on 
moral grounds.” . 


Perplexed in a world 
of mice and PCs 


* ,! 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 

The voice on the end of the tele- 
phone was patient but per- 
plexed: “I’ve got the foot pedal 
working, but it doesn't seem to 
be very sensitive.” 

Foot pedal? Was the caller 
describing an electric organ? 
Fortunately, the person taking 
the call on the support desk for 
a computer maker realised that 
the “foot pedal" was in fact a 
computer mouse, the handheld 
device used to move a pointer 
around the screen. 

Similar confused calls are 
expected throughout this week 

as computer- makers open then- 
support lines to provide help to 
the thousands of people who 
bought personal computers as 
Christmas presents this year and 
spent Christmas Day and yes- 
terday hying to understand the 
manuals. 

Compaq, along with other 
makers such as Dell, IBM, and 
Apple Computer is offering 
telephone help to home com- 
puter users today and for the 
rest of the week. 


Microsoft, which makes the 
best-selling Windows95 oper- 
ating system, and which will be 
on about 90 per cent of new 
computers sold this Christmas, 
expects up to 1,000 calls today. 

The anticipation stems from 
the fad that retailers have been 
forecasting record sales of PCS 
into the home this year. In the 
week before Christmas, Dixons 
was expecting to sell more than 
10,000 PCs, and mail-order 
companies have reported ex- 
cellent business. 

“I think part of the problem 
is that the computer industry 
loves buzzwords, but the aver- 
age person can’t follow what 
they mean," said Sue Sorkm, a 
product manager at Compaq. 
“We have consciously tried to 
bring the technical level of in- 
structions clown. In fact, we have 

won some Plain English Awards 

for them." 

“We’re expecting the vast 
majority to be about Win- 
dows95 and how to configure 
games to run with it,” said Mi- 
crosoft’s Steve Caulfield as the 
lines opened. “Let’s be honest, 
we’re not expecting many ques- 


tions about (the financial 
spreadsheet] EmeLnfis staff of 
18 will answer - phon® from 
10am until 5pm. 

A “multimedia'’ Comparer, 
capable of pl^fa’CD-ROMs 
and with JuMxitaJr screens, 
sound and a (handheld) mouse, 
costs about £L500. But setting 
it ap sdthat the yanous com- 

ponents Work to .best effect is 

HffKmfr^ antThas been known to 
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on BoxmgD9& expected thou- 
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-hunters’ big day | Health districts 


‘failing in duty 


to mentally ill’ 


COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 


On the scent: Protesters confront one of the Boxing Day hunts that did go ahead, at Cowdrey Park, West Sussex 


Photograph: Keith Dobney 


JCUO MOVES 


Sub-zero temperatures and 
hunt saboteurs Minpeied many 
traditional Boring Day hunts on 
the biggest day in the foxhunt-, 
ing calendar. Hard, ground 
meant many chases were called 


o^^difle police reported that 
the freezing conditions had 
kept incidents with animal pro- 
testers toa minimum. 

' .The Hum Saboteurs Associ- 
ation said its members and 
those of the League against 
Crud Sports disruptednp to 120 


hunts. “A fox killed today is the 
same as one killed any other 
.day. The Boxing Day meeting 
just serves to make it look like 
a traditional postcard scene - we 
see it as a publicity thing for the 
hunts." 

Meanwhile, a bitter verbal 


feud erupted between pro- and 
anti-hunt groups as the League 
Against Cruel Sports launched 
a campaign fca Turing a dying 
foxhound called Berry, struck by 
a train during a hunL Anti-hunt 
campaigners say it is just one of 
hundreds of s imil ar incidents 


caused when out-of-control 
packs are let loose. 

The British Field Sports So- 
ciety said Beny was filmed by 
a hunt saboteur who had been 
blowing a hunting horn to try' to 
lure the hound away from the 
huntsmen's control. 


Disturbing evidence has 
emerged that the Government’s 
policy of care in the community 
for the mentally ill is failing in 
some areas, despile ministerial 
warnings to health authorities to 
tighten up their procedures. 

A new survey of authorities 
shows that in some areas too few 
resources are being targeted at 
the severely mentally ill. and 
that the response to the Gov- 
ernment’s programme for treat- 
ing patients has been uneven. 

Details have been revealed in 
answers to a letter sent in Au- 
gust by Gerry Malone, the health 
minister, to all chairmen of Na- 
tional Health Sc nice mist hos- 
pitals and health authorities, 
expressing concern that the re- 
sponse to the Government’s 
care-programme approach re- 
mained “patchy" four years af- 
ter its introduction. 

The Department of Health is 
still studying (he response, but 
a senior ministerial source said: 
"We have given a commitment 
to publish the response. The pic- 
lure is that a majority are do- 
ing quite well but there are a 
small number who are not liv- 
ing up to their duties." 

Stephen Dorrcll. the Secre- 


tary State tor Health, is ex- 
pected to announce an initiative 
to answer growing public un- 
ease. but ministers are still un- 
der pressure to call a hall to care 
in the community- Mr Dorrcll 
is hoping that below-standard 
health authorities will be im- 
proved by clarifying the rights 
of menially ill patients and the 
duties of the authorities. 

The Government’s record on 
mental illness has been put in the 
spotlight by several high-profile 
cases, such as the recent slabbing 
of a GP in his surgery when he 
weal to the aid of a fellow doc- 
tor threatened by a patient. Ear- 
lier attempts to allay the publics 
fears about mentally ill patients 
in the community led to the in- 
troduction of statutory supervi- 
sion orders by the former 
Secretary of State for Health, 
Virginia Boitomley. which was 
launched in the wake of a num- 
ber of tragedies including Lhe fa- 
tal stubbing of JonuLhan Zito by 
a schizophrenic. Christopher 
Ciunis. and the mauling of an- 
other schizophrenic who 
climbed into a lion’s cage. 

Mr Malone said the Govern- 
ment was determined to see the 
programme fully implemented 
in all districts as a mailer of ur- 
gency. “Although individual ex- 
amples of good practice were 


highlighted, it is dear that much 
remains to he done by health and 
local authorities working to- 
gether.’’ he said. 

His warning was prompted by 
a report hy the Clinical Standards 
Advisory Group on Schizophre- 
nia which showed that “a signif- 
icant number” of health districts 
“still have some way io go”. 

Mr Malone said: “There axe 
now a series of reports, includ- 
ing both national reports from 
bodies such as the Audit Com- 
mission and the CSAG. and lo- 
cal re ports into tragic incidents 
involving mentally ill patients, 
which show quite clearly that 
further urgent work is needed 
to deliver good mental health 
services across the country." 

He said the areas which re- 
quired particular attention in- 
cluded targeting resources, 
providing a full range of care, 
including in-patient care: setting 
up supervision registers: and 
managing, training and super- 
vising staff effectively. 

Ministers are adamant that 
there can be no turning back to 
institutionalised treatment in 
this area. But the appearance of 
mentally disturbed patients on 
the. streets, particularly at 
Christmas in the capital, may re- 
inforce public pressure for ac- 
tion. 


1995’sman of the people 


.Headmaster Philip Lawrence, 
fataBy stabbed o made his Lon- 
don school, white helping a 
popil who was being .attadeed,. 
was yesterday named ftasoa- 
alityofthe Vearby BBC Radk?, 
4*s Today programme. . . ; ... 

He received 23430 lof the 
77,570 votes oast By thfe pro- 
gramme's listeners. .< ' 

His widow, Frances, said she 
was deeply moved hy fee award 
allbough she believed her hus- 
band, ajmodcst man, would 
have been highly embarrassed. 

“One realises the dreadful 
things are in the minority that 
most people were appalled at 
what has happened,” she said on 
the programme. \ 

“That is very. comforting be- 
cause when one is faced with 
what we were faccdwith an that 
Friday night the world becomes 
an evil place, but now one can 
see that it isn't - that it is most- 
ly good." 

She said the Government 
had not gone far enough in is 
respanseto the tragedy cm 8 De» 



Philip Lawrence: listeners 
remembered ‘a good man* . 


cember and she called for a fo- 
rum involving politicians, 
churchmen and ordinary peo- 
ple to try to re-evaluate where 
society was going. 

. It should try to proride a 
framework of guidance to get 
away from what her husband 
called the "obsessive drive for 


personal possession” and back 
to spiritual values. 

“It is not enough to get rid of 
Imives. Thai won't get rid of vi- 
olence. We have really got to at- 
tack it on a much more basic 
level. The time is long overdue.” 

The award was welcomed by 
the head of the Roman Catholic 
Church in England and Wiles, 
Cardinal Basil Hume. 

“I am very moved that the 
personality of the year should j 
be Philip Lawrence,” he told lhe ! 
programme. “He was a good 
husband, a good father, indeed 
a good man.” ! 

Runner-up in the poll, for the 
second year running, was the 
Prime Minister, who received t 
18,260 votes. Assassinated j 
Israeli prime minister, Yitzhak 1 
Rabin, was third, the Princess 
of Wiles fourth and the Labour 
leader, Tbny Blair, was fifth. 

Harry Greenwav .MP for Eal- 
ing North, said' the Philip 
Lawrence Memorial Fund now 
stood at £37,000. 

Leading article, page 14 
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Bosnia peace plan: Nato commander weighs up request for delay in transfer of suburbs for up to a year beyond d eadline 

Serbs demand 


more time to 


quit Sarajevo 


ft' 


EMMA DAIY 

Pale 

The Nato commander in 
Bosnia. Admiral Leighton 
Smith, promised yesterday to 
consider a Bosnian Serb request 
for a delay in the transfer of 
Serb-held suburbs of Sarajevo 
to control by the Bosnian gov- 
ernment, as laid down in the 
Dayton peaee plan. But 
alliance officials said he was un- 
likely to agree to a substantial 
postponement of the Dayton 
schedule. 

Momcilo Krajisnik, the offi- 
cial standing in for Radovan 
Karadzic, who is barred from 
contact with Nato under threat, 
of arrest for war crimes, spoke 
at length of “problems " around 
Serb-held Sarajevo and called 
lor a “solution*". The first step, 
he said, would be to delay the 
hand-over for up to a year. 

Admiral Smith refused the 
request yesterday, but added: “I 
told Krajisnik we will take into 
account all aspects of the agree- 
ment and we would hopefully 
render a decision acceptable to 


all. Other than that, no guar- 
antees were made." 

The US commander, making 
his first visit to Pale, the moun- 
tain village serving as Bosnian 
Serb “capital", expressed satis- 
faction with progress made in 
the first week by Nato’s peace 
Implementation Force (I-For). 

Serbs living in the five sub- 
urbs due to revert to govern- 
ment rule have legitimate fears 
uhoul life under enemy rule. But 
it is clear that Mr Krajisnik, who 
signed the Dayton agreement 
on the Bosnian Serbs' behalf, 
hopes Lo circumvent the plan as 
it pertains to Sarajevo. He de- 
scribed it as “not a just solu- 
tion". The Serbs signed only 
under strong pressure from 
their mentor President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic of Serbia. 

“I hope the situation will be 
clearer very' soon and that we 
shall find a good solution to 
Sarajevo, and remove one of the 
basic obstacles to implementa- 
tion." Mr Krajisnik said in Pale. 

“We think that the Dayton 
agreement must not be put at 
stake but we think that while 


Pope beats flu to 
greet the faithful 


VERA HALLER 

of Reuters 

Rome - A tired-looking Pope 
John Paul gave his holiday 
greetings to the world yesterday 
after his Christmas Day cele- 
brations were disrupted by a 
bout of influenza. 

“Thank you for coming here 
today and yesterday, thank you 
so much," the Pope said speak- 
ing from the window of his pri- 
vate apartments overlooking St 
Peter’s Square. “I wish you, in 
this Christmas season, a special 
blessing of the Lord." A Vali- 


lip;. 


Tired: 


can spokesman. Joaquin Navar- 
ro -VaJ Is. said the Pope. 75. was 
feeling better, although he still 
had a slight fever. “Absolutely 
nothing has changed on his 
end-of-year programme," Mr 
Navarro-Valls said, adding that 
the Pope's doctor had ordered 
him to rest for a few days. 

Yesterday the Pope appeared 
at the window to deliver an an- 
gclus prayer and blessing. He 
looked tired as he read slowly: 
his voice wavered and he stum- 
bled over the words at one 
point. At the end. he resumed 
his greetings cut short on Mon- 
day when he stopped his Urbi 
et Orbi message to Rome and 
the world after feeling sick. 

On Monday the Pope had 
said “Happy Christmas" in only 
Italian, French, English. Span- 
ish. Portuguese. German and 
Polish, while he had been 
scheduled to give the greeting 
in 54 languages. He also missed 
Christmas Day Mass in St Pe- 
ter’s after his doctors ordered 
rest for fever and influenza. It 
was the Fust time since he be- 
came Pope in 1978 that he had 
missed the Christmas Mass. 


IN BRIEF 


net changes. Mr Yeltsin left a sanatorium for his country home, 
where he will continue to recuperate from heart problems. .AP 

Papandreou in stable condition 

Ajhgus The Greek Prime Minister. Andreas Papandreou, has 

overcome a secondary infection that nearly killed him last week, 
and doctors have described his condition as stable. Mr Papan- 
dreou, 76, was rushed to hospital with pneumonia on 
20 November. Reuter 


I-Fur is here, there should be an 
extension of the transfer of au- 
thority in order to bring time to 
bring a good decision." 

Under the plan, both sides 
are obliged to withdraw front- 
line positions around the city by 
midnight tonight, seven days af- 
ter Nato's arrival on D-Day. 20 
December: the Bosnian Sierbs 
are to pull out of the Sarajevo 
suburbs by “D plus 45" on 3 
February. The Bos nian gov- 
ernment is not due to take 
control until “D plus 90" and the 
Serbs want that 45-day period 
extended. 

As to Mr Krajisnik’s request 
for a delay, which might, he said, 
be for two. three, five, nine or 
12 months, Admiral Smith re- 
served judgement, pending con- 
sultation with I-For colleagues. 

“I didn't say yes or no. Any- 
thing is possible." he said, em- 
phasising that while he has no 
power lo re-negotiate Dayton, 
he is authorised to extend the 
deadlines. 

Residents of Ilidza. Grbavi- 
ca. Vogosca. Ilijas and Hadzici. 
who mistrust Bosnian govern- 



foi 
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Timely request: US admiral Leighton Smith discussing Serb proposals with Momcilo Krajisnik (holding umbrella) in Pale 


Photograph: AP 


ments promises that all except 
“war criminals" are welcome lo 
stay, have been preparing for an 
exodus. Cars and trucks loaded 
with furniture, factory parts 
and even a few tin coffins bear- 
ing corpses exhumed from the 
local cemeteries, have journey 
ed towards Pale. 


However, the exhumation 
last week of several graves was 
a something of a publicity stunt, 
Bosnian Serb officials have ac- 
knowledged- Permission for 
further exhumations has been 
suspended while Serb officials 
wait lo see if the pressure on 
I-For pays off. 


An extension of the sort that 
the Serbs want, amounting to a 
renegotiation of the deal is 
highly unlikely, alliance officials 
say. 

“There will be no tinkering 
with the time-lines - nobody is 
going to renegotiate the deal." 
a Nato source said. 


I-For’s attitude to the Bosn- 
ian Serbs has been: you signed 
the deal, you comply with it. 

The plan, which splits Bosnia 
into the Srpska Republic and 
the Muslim-Great Federation, 
suits most Serbs outside Sara- 
jevo, particularly those in Ban- 
ja Luka, an alternative centre of 


Serb power at loggerheads with 
Pale. But Serb officials persist 
in pursuing their war goals. 

^They would like the bound- 
ary between Republika Srpska 
and the Federation to go 
through Sarajevo,” the source 
said. “And that is not going to 
happen.” 
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West Bank pull-back goes smoothly 

Dabariya — With its troop pull-back in the West Bank entering 
its final phase, Israel handed dozens of villages to the Palestin’- 
ian Authority in a smooth transfer of power. Bv the weekend, 
nearly all Arab residents of the West Bank and Gaza will be un- 
der Yasser Arafat's control ahead of planned elections next month 
that will bring the Palestinians within reach of their decades-long 
quest for self-determination. In Dahariya. south of Hebron, res- 
idents served coffee Id the departing Israeli troops and gave them 
olive branches after 28 years of occupation. AP 

Cult bodies go under the microscope 

Grenoble — Forensic experts began studying the charred remains 
of 16 members of the Order of the Solar Temple found last week 
in a remote French Alpine forest clearing. The post-mortem ex- 
amination could last several days and wul confirm if the bodies 
are those of eight French and eight Swiss nationals who went miss- 
ing 10 days ago. Reuter 

Colombia air crash looks like human error 

Washington — Officials investigating the crash of an .America 
n Airlines jet in Colombia have ruled out mechanical trouble or 
sabotage and believe human error may have been responsible for 
the crash last Wednesday. Although a final conclusion is proba- 
bly months away, technicians have inspected two “black box" 
recorders recovered from Flight 965 and believe operational er- 
ror was the cause, the Washington Post reported. AP 

Coalition plans to thwart Turkish Islamists 

Ankara — The Turkish Prime 
Minister, Tansu Ciller of the 
True Path Party, and her main 
conservative rival, the Mother- 
land Party leader Mesut Yilmaz 
have agreed lo work towards a 
coalition to keep the Islamist 
Welfare Party from power. The 
Welfare party, led by Ncctnet- 
tin Erbakan, won general elec- 
tions at the weekend but failed 
to get enough seats to 
govern on its own. Reuter Tansu CiOen Combined effort 

Yeltsin rethinks Russian foreign policy 

Moscow — President Boris Yeltsin created a new Foreign PbJi- 
cv Council, a week after parliamentary elections in which Com- 
munists and nationalists -who haw long opposed the pro-Western 
stance of the Foreign Ministry - did well. He later met with the 
prime minister, Viktor Chernomyrdin, to discuss possible cabi- 




► Flexible media 

mm handli «c- 

*8* Was £1599. 


£ 1149 




£ 1499 


COMPAQ 3 

4S6DX4 75 MHz processor. 8Mb RAM. 
420Mb hard disk. lW'STN colour display. 
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MS DOS S Windows. Was £1*6. £1 
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Intel Pentium 77>MlL processor. 
SMb RAM . StflMb hard disk. 

W SVGA monitor PCI local bus. 
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Creative Labs 
Set Speed ' . 
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inla-fece.900 KBF5 
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Whs £199. .. . 
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Was £1449. ***% 
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Intel P-nlium 133MHz processor. 
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1 4" SVGA monitor. Quad speed CD-ROM drive, stereo 
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sofware. Windows 95. Lotus fmanSuiie & Disoiverwar 
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Primax Greyscale Pago 
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resolution, includes image 
editing software. Full 
document handling system. 
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v34bis Fax Modem. Includes mstaflarion 
software- and cables. Also inriudes 
Internet tristi software. 
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MODEL 3400 INTERNET SOLUTION 
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and land- 
nearby. 

; 3&cra& passed, right - JKimDavy: Co-pOot escaped 

q^r.t^^^rds-gmi i deafen- after larxfiftg in Bombay . 

jferi Wc heard some/';:^. ; : >„ ...•_•. *•’• "-' ''•: • '. 
■jMpd^&sn^f/: -,;; . . When police fijsnd ’that- the 

y/H 5 ^rcijpt for. thegjd’s apf .^-^topped boxe§ were filled 
dderaST deatfi in that country' with. weapons, they alerted the 
ia^Mliaa petite: mighLu&fc .^.BadoaaitoKtaiy. iWo jelfigbiers 
^lav^timhlesd nwsn to forte down 

tnonties ape descromg ffi “anC; t&c agCraft.’ a Russian-made 


international ■'arm ^m u jo^a B 'ci ' 
conspiracy*’. The parachutes 
drifted doivvri with a deadly car- 
go: so far, authorities have dis- 
covered 224.AK-47aiid AK-56 
assault rifles, 17,282 rounds of 
ammumtion, 10 rocket laonch- 


^Wo^tefore it crossed into 
Pakistan airspace. As thedar- 
go plane taried in to Bombay 
airport, the New Zealand co- 
pilot, Kim Davy, escaped into' 
the teeming metropolis, leaving 
behind his crewmen, five Lat- 


ers and dozens o& grenades, J vians asd-> British pilot who 
enough for .a small revolution . were arrested. The pilot was 
in the heart of India. ■" kksrtffied ssFfeter Bleach, a for- 


mer British military, officer^ 
.The crew of the chartered air- 
daft are being interrogated by 
'. the Indian Central B ureau ofln- 
vesogatian- Described in the In- 
dian press as “mercenaries”, the 
crew allegedly have confessed 
to air-dropping the caqp bat to 
little else. The authorities , are 
unsure as to who paid fix the 
weapons and their delivery. 

At first, suspicions centred cm 
a secretive Hindu monastic or- 
der, the Ananda Marg, whose 
“global headquarters” ls not far 
r. from. Punilia district in West 
Bengal, where the arms were 
dropped. In' a. raid .on . their ' 
monastery, 11 Ananda Marg 
monks have been arrested, in- 
cluding three Americans, a 
Greek and an. Irishman. No 
arms were found, and the sect 
has' denied any involvement in 
the anns cache. Some Ananda 
Marg' 'monks claim they are 
being; harassed .by the state’s 
Communist government 

In the lawless borderland of 
Bengal and Bihar, there are any 
number of other suspects des- 
perate for anns. This backward 
area of hufia is in the throes of 
a caste war between feudal 
landlords and peasants. Some 
outfits call themselves Maoist 
guerrillas, while others prefer 
the anarchist tag. But no mat- 


ter what name they go by, 
everybody has guns. Some of- 
ficials think the aims might 
have been used to sabotage elec- 
tions next ApriL However, most 
of these peasants use rusty, 
band-made muskets. They are 
too poor and lack the interna- 
tional connections for a shop- 
ping trips around the arms 
bazaars of the Far East, as 
these smugglers have done. Pri- 
vately some Indian officials are 
Naming the country's neighbour 
and foe, Pakistan, for arranging 
the shipment The Latvians are 
said to have spent two months 
in Karachi before they flew to 
the Far East, picking up the 
weapons along the way. 

New Delhi authorities also 
pointed out that the plane was 
bound for Karachi using evasive 
manoeuvres when h was inter- 
cepted by Indian fighter planes. 

Police set out for a house-to- 
house search in villages around 
Punilia forweapons yesterday. 

A senior government official, 
who did not want to be named, 
told reporters a breakthrough 
had been made in identifying 
the intended recipients but de- 
clined to identity them. 

Police suspect local villagers 
may have recovered some of 
the arms to sell on the black 
market. 



Tragic reunion: Waitirg women mourning over the remains of a South Korean fisherman 
who strayed into Northern waters earlier this year. Five others were released unharmed 


Fishermen 
are bait 
for Korean 
rice aid 

PAUL SHIN 

of Associated Press 

Seoul — Five South Korean 
fishermen, caught in a political 
tug-of-war for nearly seven 
months, made an emotional 
return home yesterday after 
being freed by North Korea. 

The release appeared to be 
a gesture by the impoverished 
North to improve relations, 
which could set the stage for the 
Communist country to seek 
more rice aid from the South. 

Dressed in suits, the men 
looked healthy as they crossed 
the Military Demarcation Line 
at 4 pm after shaking hands with 
North Korean military officials 
and waving farewell. “Thank 
you; we cannot forget your hos- 
pitality," one shouted. 

The cremated remains of 
three crewmen were handed 
over to South Korean Red 
Cross representatives. After 
medical checks, the survivors 
were reunited with weeping 
relatives outside the South Ko- 
rean border village of Pian- 
m unjoin. One survivor. Park Jae 
Yol, said: “I never thought I 
would get back home alive." 
The fishermen said they had 
been interrogated but not mis- 
treated. 

Seoul shipped 50,000 tons of 
rice earlier this year but halted 
deliveries in October after 
President Kim Young Sam 
failed to secure the release of 
the boat and its crew. 
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technology at rock bottom prices. 
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WINDOWS 95 

Uj^rade version 3‘.:‘ and CD-ROM. 
The operating system th« transforms 
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CoreJdraw V6. 

Windows 95 Version ol die ultimate 
drawing package. 

Was £349. 
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PACKS 
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A Final Unity 
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9iip Enterprise. Usual price £30. 
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Bondi revellers 
erupt into riot 


REG GRATTON 
of Reuters 

Sydney — ■ Rioting came to 
Bondi beach early yesterday as 
Australian police clashed with 
hundreds of Christmas rev- 
ellers. police said. Two police- 
men were slightly hurt as 
officers were struck by bottles, 
stones and other objects thrown 
by revellers, many, of them 
drunk, a spokesman said. 

There were no arrests but the 
thousands of pounds worth of 
damage and tons of rubbish left 
on the beach prompted official 
threats to ban the traditional 
Christinas Day party. 

The festivities attracted more 
than 20.000 people, many of 
them foreigners. The daytime 
party 1 was peaceful, in contrast 
to previous years. But scores of 
riot police were called late on 
Monday after brawling broke 
out and crowds attacked a bus 
and police and private cars. The 
bus passengers were lucky lo es- 
cape unhurt when revellers 
tried to overturn the vehicle. 
The driver escaped by steering 
his bus through the crowds. 


A police spokesman blamed 
the fighting on “troublemakers" 
from the suburbs who were 
looking for violence. 

Bondi’s police patrol com- 
mander, Dick Baker, said he 
was considering whether to end 
the annual beach party', which 
has become a major Christmas 
attraction in therity. 

Alcohol regulations at the 
beach could also be considered, 
he said. “The international 
backpackers, because of their 
[party] day. created an audience 
and "this probably caused the 
problem," Mr Baker said. 

A crowd of about 3.000 had 
converged on Bondi late on 
Monday after the beach party' 
where tourists, backpackers and 
locals had gathered in the sun 
to drink and frolic in the surf. 

The wild scenes of previous 
years were largely absent, 
thanks lo a heavy police pres- 
ence. The situation changed as 
night fell and police had to call 
for reinforcememsin riot gear. 
They cleared the crowds by 
about 130am. Mr Baker said no 
rioters were arrested, to avoid 
e.'iacerbatinE the situation. 
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over, just see 
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NOW! 
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SALES GUIDE: WHERE TO FIND WHAT 


WHEN 


STARTING TODAY satin stainless steel cookware. 

DEPARTMENT stores 


Debenhams 

Branches throughout Ene- 
land and Wales. 3*4-348 Oxford 
Street. London WI i ill 7 1-5 SO 
3000). General customer infor- 
mation 1 01 71-40$ 33531. W ill 
last for about two weeks. 

Fenwick 

63 New Bond StreeL London 
>vi (0171-629 9161 ) and stores 
in Brent Cross. Windsor. 
Leicester. York. Canterbury 
and Tunbridge Wells. At Bond 
Street. Mondi collections will 
be reduced by 30-50 per cent: 
Fenn Wright JS Manson. Betty 
Barclay collections by up to 50 
per ce'nL and 30 per cent off 
VVeekend Collections. Reduc- 
tions at Brent Cross include up 
to 50 per cent off French Con- 
nection. Jacques Yert and 
Bianca: 50 per cent off leather 
handbags and selected jew- 
ellery by Monel. Ciro and 
Napier. (Newcastle sale starts 
tomorrow r. 

Harvey Nichols 

109-125 Kniclnsbridsc. Lon- 
don SWl 10171-235 5000 1. Will 
last around two to three weeks. 
Account customers get an addi- 
tional 10 per cent off the sale 
price lor the first four days. 
Specific bargains are a secret, 
hut expect reductions to he up 
to 50 per cent off selected items 
throughout the store. 

House of Fraser 

(England and Wales.) For 
store sites, ring 0171-96? 2250. 
Bargains in the cooks hop 
include 40 per cent off Le 
Creusel cast iron cookware in 
American green and burgundy 
and 50 per cent off Judge 


Liberty 

Regent Street. London Wl 
(0171-734 1234) and branches 
nationwide. Join the hordes 
sniffing out tabrie bargains such 
as printed Armani silk down 
from i!S9.95 to £25. Liberty 
printed silk trom £14.95 to £10 
and Liberty Veruna wool from 
£22 to 1 15. Jean Paul Gaultier 
jewellery i> half price. Pewter- 
framed mirrors are half price 
from £59 to £29. 

Marks & Spencer 

Customer inquiries (0171- 
935 4422 ).End-of-season clear- 
ance at branches nationwide. 

Selfridges 

Oxford' StreeL London Wl 
(0171-629 1234). Will last about 
a month. Armchair browsers 
can check out sale bargains in 
Selfridgcs Selection mail order 
catalogue . uv ailablc now (0800 
101 li)!>. The first week is Sel- 
Cridges' busiest of the year. If 
you'choose to join the $5,1X10 
due through the doors on the 
first day. expect to battle for dis- 
counts from designer labels, 
furniture and china to carpets. 

CLOTHES 

Aquasculum 

OKI Regent Street. London 
Wl (01 7 f- 734 6090.) Reduc- 
tions of 50-75 per cent off 
selected items. 

Austin Reed 

Regent StreeL London Wl 
10171-734 6789) and nation- 
wide. Will hist around two m 
three weeks. Account cus- 
tomers can lake advantage of 
an extra 5 per cent discount on 
sale prices on the first three 
daw. 



Joseph 

77 Fulham Road. London 
SW3 (Ml 71-825 95I.B M. begi n- 
ning of February. Reductions 
from 30 per cent. 

Laura Ashley 

Branches nationwide. In- 
quiry number 01686 022116. 
Be nan 2f> December in Scot- 


land. Between 20 per cent 
and 50 per cent off selected 
items. 

Racing Green 

193 Recent Street. London 
Wl (0171-437 430IJ), 33 King 
Street. Manehester (0161 -835 
2022). Unit FI. BentaJl Cen- 
tre. Kingston -upon -Thames. 


Surrey (0181-546 2224). A sale 
catalogue can be obtained on 
0345 331177. 

The Scotch House 

2 Brampton Road. Knighls- 
bridge. London SWl: S4-S6 
Regent Street. London Wl, 
and 64 Buchanan Street. Glas- 
gow. 

Inquiries on 0171-581 2151. 



Habitat sale starts today 


Reductions of 30 to 40 per 
cent. 

SHOES 

Church's 

Branches throughout the 
country. Central inquiry num- 
ber is 01323 649408. Some 
styles reduced by more than 50 
percent. Church Bellini men's 
shoes down from £199 to £99, 
ladies' lily-style high-heeled 
boot reduced from £120 to £60. 

Jones Bootmakers 
Branches throughout the 
country. Inquiry number is 
01323 649408. 

Pied a Terre 

32 Neal StreeL London WC2 
(0171 240 8148) and branches 
nationwide. Reductions include 
court shoes reduced from £79 
to £40. pumps £65 to £30 and 
long boots from £95 to £50. 

Red or Dead 

1 & 23 Thomas Neal's. Earl- 
ham StreeL London WC2 
(0171 240 5576) and branches 
nationwide. General inquiries 
(0171-937 3137). Will last for 
about a month. Selected stock 
reduced by 50 percenL Sixties- 
style knee-length nylon boots in 
gold, black or rust reduced 
from £120 to £60. 

Small and Tail Shoe Shop 
Inquiries (0171 723 5321). 
To 6 January. Sale of 
women’s shoes in large or 
small sizes. 

HOMES AND INTERIORS 

The General Trading Com- 
pany. 10 Argyie StreeL Bath 
(01225-161507) and 2-4 Dyer 
Street. Cirencester (01285- 
652314). To end of January. 
Save up to 30 per cent on this 
clear-out. Selected cushions 
reduced from £52.10 to £36.47, 
quilted cotton bedspreads from 
£180 to £135 and Kelim stools 
from £640 to £500. 

Heals 

196 Tottenham Court Road, 
London WI (0171-636 1666). 
234 King's Road and Tunsgate, 
Guildford. 

Look for greatly reduced 
one-off pieces of furniture 
that are either shop-soiled, 
damaged or buyers' samples, 
along with little luxuries like a 
Heal's hand-made Avon bed 
(5fl) reduced from £2.495 to 
£1.870. 

Purves & Purves 
80-81 and 83 Tottenham 
Court Road, London Wl 
10171-580 8223). Up to 40 per 
cent off ex-display and discon- 
tinued lines. Speckl orders will 
be reduced by 10 per cent on 
items over £500. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Buyers & Sellers 
120-122 Ladbroke Grove, 
London W10 (0171-229 1947) 
Dial-a-bargain sale of domes- 
tic appliances runs from 27 
Dec until 51 Jan. The idea is 
that you name the item - 
brand, model number and ring 
up for a sale price quotation - . 
Special offers include Neff 
table dishwashers. £189. De 
Dietrich stainless steel gas 
hobs. £117. 

The Pier 

.At stores around the country. 
To 21 January. Customer 
inquiriesOI71-351 7100. Christ- 
mas merchandise is reduced to 
clear. Other merchandise at 
half price or less includes china 
ranges, marble kitchen ware, 
selected terracotta and a range 
of vases. 

The Scotch House 
2 Brompton Road. Knighis- 
bridge, London SWl. S4-86 
Regent Street. London Wl. 


and 64 Buchanan StreeL Glas- 
gow. Inquiries on 0171-581 
2151. Will last at least a fort- 
nighL Reductions of 30-40 per 
cent on good quality cashmere 
and wool jumpers, for example 
a gold buttoned cashmere 
cardigan reduced from £235 to 
£169. 

Snow + Rock 

188 Kensingon High StreeL 
London W8 (0171-937 0S72) 
and branches nationwide. To 
the end of January. Savings of 
10 per cent on all accessories 
and ski boots with selected 
items substantially reduced. 


ALREADY 

RUNNING 


DEPARTMENT STORES 

Debenhams (Scottish 
branches). General customer 
information 0171-408 3333. 

House of Fraser (Scottish 
brandies). Aberdeen (01224 
592341). Edinburgh (0131 225. 
2472), Glasgow (0141 221 
3880). To last week of January. 

CLOTHES 

Christian Lacroix 

8a Sloane StreeL London 
SWl (0171-235 2400) and 29 
Old Bond StreeL London Wl 
(0171-409 1994). Discounts of 
30 per cent. 

Comme des G argons 

59 Brook StreeL London 
Wl (0171-493 1258). 

Reductions of up to 40 per 
cent off all remaining men's 
and women's collections includ- 
ing Robes de Chambre, 
Comme des Gardens Tricot 
and Junya Watanabc. 

French Connection 

99 Long Acre. London WC2 
and branches around the coun- 
try. General inquiries (0171-580 
2507). 30-50 per cent off 
selected stock. 

Hobbs 

Unit 17, The Piazza, Covent 
Garden. London WC2 (0171- 
836 9168 ) and branches nation- 
wide. General customer infor- 
mation 0171-586 5550. Buy 
your party gear at prices dis- 
counted by up to 50 per cenL 

Laura Ashley (Scottish 
branches). Aberdeen, Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow, Perth. Cus- 
tomer services 01686 622333. 
Between 20-50 per cent off 
selected items. 

Racing Green. 16 Buchanan 
Street. Glasgow (0141-226 
41 14). A sale catalogue can be 
obtained on 0345 331177. 
Reductions on selected men s 
and women's classic items of 30 
to 60 per cenL 

Shop 

Basement. 4 Brewer Street, 
London Wl (0171 437 1259). 
To end of January. 30-50 per 
cent off Hysteric Glamour (the 
Japanese answer to ‘"really 
cool" T-shirts), Judy Blame and 
Gimme 5. 

SHOES 

Ravel 

Only at 184-188 Oxford 
StreeL London Wl. Sale starts 
at other branches this week- 
end. Mail order and inquiries 
on 0171-631 0224. Up to 33 
per cent off this season’s 
boots. bagp and stiletto-heeled 
shoes. 

HOMES AND INTERIORS 

Ikea 

2 Drury Way. North Circular 
Road, London NW10 (0181- 
208 5600) and branches in 
Croydon. Birmingham. Gates- 


head. Leeds and Warrington. 
Up to 50 per cent savings 
throughout the store including 
black leather three-seat sofa 
from £335 to £249. 

Rhode Design 

65 Cross StreeL London N1 
(0171-354 9933). Ten per cem 
of all ranges of mdf kitchen fur- 
niture; 60cm wall cupboard 
reduced from £195 to £175 A0. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

The Body Shop 

First nationwide sale. To 13 
January. Customer services 
01903-731500. Products range 
from Seaweed & Birch sham- 
poo (reduced from £1-25 to 
60p) to Mamatoto Baby Bot- 
tom (reduced from £2 to £1). 


301 Oxford StreeL London 
Wl (0171-409 2619) and at 
stores nationwide. Discounted 
goods include the Kastle bike 
Degree 3-5 - was £299.99, now 
£240. 


STARTING 
. TOMORROW 

DEPARTMENT STORES 
Fenwick 

Sale at the large Newcastle 
branch starts. 

Fortnum & Mason 
181 Piccadilly, London Wl 
40). 


(0171-734 8040) 

John Lewis Partnership 

278-306 Oxford StreeL Lon- 
don Wl (0171-6297711) and at 
the following branches - Peter 
Jones, Sloane Square; John 
Lewis, Brent Cross; Bainbridge, 
Newcastle; John Lewis, Chea- 
dle; John Lewis, High Wy- 
combe; John Lewis, Aberdeen 
and John Lewis, Edinburgh. 
Will last 10 days. 

CLOTHES 

Space NK 

11am start 41 Thomas 
Neal’s, Ear lb am Street Lon- 
don WC2 (0J 71-379 7030) 30 to 
40 per cent off designer labels 
ana accessories including 
Clements Ribeiro, Future 
Ozbek, Alberto Biani, Soap 
Studio, Liza Bruce and Fenn 
Wright & Manson. 

HOMES AND INTERIORS 

Crucial Trading 

77 Westboume Park Road, 
London W2 (0171-221 9000) 
and 4 St Barnabas Street Pim- 
lico Green, London SWl 
(0171-221 9000). To 28 Febru- 
ary. Fifty per cent reduction on 
certain floor coverings, includ- 
ing Old School Group Coir 
(now £6_38/sq m) and Candy 
Stripe Liquorice Sisal (now 
£11.15/sq m). Twenty five per 
cent off seagrass floorings and 
a 20 per cent reduction on 
everything else. 

Miscellanea 

Crossways, Church, Farn- 
ham, Surrey (0142S 714014).1b 
13 January. Sells decorative 
bathroom and kitchen objects. 
Some large discounts, including 
complete marble bathroom 
suites reduced from £2^00 to 
£800. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

The Pukka Palace 

174 Tower Bridge Road. 
London SE1 (0171-234 0000). 
To 28 January.' Twenty percent 
off their Anglo-Indian furniture 
and accessories. 

Tridias 

From 1 January to 14 February. 
At 124 Walcol Street . Bath 
(01255 469455). Ring for other 
branches. Up to 50 per cent off 
good-quality toys. 




■ • rtbte; i hisyomh, Mar-T^ W films together, from jWy 
‘^.SaJiSSSS “ (19«) to Hollywood 

^ *** ( 1956 )’ the best, be- 
canse most manici. of which 
’ ^b«ng those directed by 

f °nner cartoonist Rank 
. £ act that Mrtm^,a5a3tnp8^ ' ^sHfin. - - . 

* ffl^ash ^ actora^stng^ • ./ “Ihe moa,sensibfe thing I 

* :p^^dat^^iso^ama [ foe ever<S4,~ Martin once re-^ 

5 V” marked, ‘'was to join up with 

g -‘zTT* ^ Jcny ■ Lewi&r'ITjfc second Iriost 

- SiKai an. sensible thing was- to leave 

£ t oiriohs l y '. him.” Theteairi’s dissolution, 

111 -‘fil ■;•; r r^ularly threatened crver the 

' w - ^a bt^tqrd-,'- years by. oae OT Other of ite 
,jf* s e ^“ om ■ members, "wasan acrimonious 

%'-- rotffled-if grv a a performance oae; and; definite having been 
^sn d r &fcwas content to Jcad awarded- gold discs for. such 



dam 

dftigHCOirgive'a performance 
asandnfewiRS content to Jead 
: bcjjteasStaixl SlothfuDy laid- 
bac& tSocnce to a number of 
■nfos^^fiocre fihiis. In the 
P^S^^gedalcmgwith Jer- 
rjj Lew^_a series of recortf- 
.bate^fciomedies; in the 
Sfetogai -the swarited Rat 


qumtessentiafly Fifties ballads 
as “That’s Amore” and “Mem-- 


whoqe .fitot ln the . ones are Made ofTfeus’’, Mar- 
fetggedalortgwith Jer- : tin, the strain nraa,lodfcedfer 
{ fra, se nes of record- snorevulnerable thatXewis as 
fr.com edies; m the .. a sefo'perfbnner. "When his first 
BEhafce so-cafled Rat film mums ids e®- partner, la 
t gravitated around: "wfaeezily dated,' traveloguisb 
aagehmn ftarifcS&a- musical set ini Rome, Ten 
fflj^ofmfldtyamus- Thousand Bedrooms .(1957), 
radons, all of -them, -was* critical andcomiDeraa^ 
^mysteriously tale-' flop, the vast - (and . sour) 
son, with rmndras in #apevme that, is Hollywood 
ties ( Ocean's . 11 , . . definitively wrote him off as a 
3,4 for Texas, Robin movie Actor. . : 

’even Hoods) mid ap- - ¥et, without, exactly dis3p- 
embarked on as pearing from circulation, he 
the ca^s pleasure as contrived to make a remarkably 


. fjt: aat^sfsa «he jjo-cafled Rat 
” jPaiE w gravitated around 
$ "K^anftScgcium ftanfcS&a- 
^tmm4|ttartetofmfldtyanBis- 
*- mg djeiribns, all of -them, 
> ■' for i?rte mystcrio*K3y ta&- 
i. maaitfeasoD, with numbers in 
>-; . their titles (Ocean's 11, 
Servants 3, 4 for Texas', Robin 
: and pc Seven Hoods) and ap- 
• paretly embarked on as 

- rnudfor the cast’s pleasure as 

- - that the antfienoe; and m 

the seventies, as Matt Helm, 
wjthabarely distinguishable 
bev of blondes in a cycle 
■ of jeeble James Bond spin- 
J off. 

to matter what role he was 
,■ smposed fo be.playing, how- 
| ett, Martin stubbornly re- 

f named his own suntanned, 

I side if not ornte sleazy self 
' pinb, the Midas of glhg, Italo- 
American charm oozzhg forth 
from every Susy pore of his 
: -handsome, virile yet somehow 
; also puffy-scelt features. Even in 
• the westerns in which he spe~ 


a. trio of impressive dramatic . 
performances: in Edward 
Dr uy t r yk’s The Young Hons . 
(1958: for the privilege of 
playing opposite V Marlon. 
Brando and Montgomery Gift 
be accepted as insultingly nom- 
inal a fee as that paid to Sina- 
tra when he revived bis fading 
presti&m ifofrr HeretoEter- 
ni^);Vtncente MmneUTs Styl- - 
ish, gaudy melodrama Some 
CamcRurmmg (19S9, akm^ade 
Sinatra and Shidey MacLame); 
and Howard Hawks’s nbw das-' 
sic western Rio Bravo (also 


cialised late in his career be 1959). - 

struck one as an imprcbably nr- •' From bis subsequent 51- 


ban, gregarious creature to 
havestra^sofefromaJugh- , 
ball or a bar stool wa trendy 
bachelor pad. Indeed, his su- 
pernatuzilfy relaxed de- . 
meanour proved to be, his 
frntune -- fr m^rt hare been iur 
sored at Lloyd's, liker Betty 
Grable’s k^s. 


nx>graphy only one role de- 
serves mention: it was arguably 
the most memonUe of his en- 
tire career. By the mid-Sirties 
Martin was sufficiently com- 
fortable with hs boozy, lecher- 
ous swn^er’s image to satirise 
it with splendid good-humour 
. m Wik^s saladons com- 


Asayonng maiij apart freon edy Kiss Me, Stupid (1964), in 
his aboirrive <a£eheoce m the wirich he was cast as an over-age 
bocdi^ rmg. he^ was variously a arxfrfm>nka% wersesed n%ht- 
steeJ-miB labourer, a prow»- dab singer named, precisely, 
sional gambler and a night- Dino. But, having ^ displayod 


One of the prindpal reasons for 
■ the long popularity of Dean 
Martin was his ability to kid 
himselfj writes Dick Vos bnrgh. 
And yet that "self was large iy 
an artificial creation. 

Hisiaugingst)4e, for instance, 
was, by his own admission, 

* “stolen from Bingj Crosby". 
Then there was bs southern 
drawL whk* hardly came nat- 

. urallytoanatjve ofOhio, astate 
situated in America’s hfidwest. 
But it did differentiate Martin 
: from such rival Crosby imitators 

• of the mid-I930s as PennsyJva- 
nia’s Peny Como and Canada’s 

.Dkk’fodd. 

For his first professional 
name, he chose the a p pr o pri - 
atelyalcobolk: “Dino Martini”, 
but as there, was then another 
Italian singra; Che operatic tenor 
and sometime film star Nino 
. Martini, that' name was soon 
abandoned. 

Even his night-club act, in 
which huinteispersed his songs 
and patter with sips from a 
whisky glass, was not his own 
creation; he bought the act in 
the late 2950s from Phil Harris, 
another performer who capi- 
talised on a hard-drinking, 
womanising jiriag a. 

That “m»e job", which gave 
Martin his matinde idol profile, 
was financed, incidentally, by 
Lon Costello, the short, chub- 
by half of the Abbott and 
Costello team. During the Sec- 
ond World War, Costello spot- 
ted the anger appearing sofo in 
a second-rate night-club and 
put him under personal con- 
tract This was later galling for 
the comic when, with Jeny 
Lewis, Martin made a series 
of 1950s comedies that 
eclipsed Abbott and Costello’s 
popilarity. 

Dino Raul Crocetd ( Dean Mar- 
tin), actor and singer, bom 
Steubenville, Ohio 1 7 June 1917; 
married 1940 Betty McDonald 
(one son, three daughters; 
marriage dissolved 1947), 
1949 Jeanne Biegger (one son, 
one daughter, undone sat de- 
ceased; marring: tBssohtedX’ 1973 
Cathy Hawn (one son deceased; 
marriage dissolved 1976); died 
Beverfy- Hills- 25 December 
1995. 


Die Midas of ggtc Martin with Judy HoHfday in Vincente MmneflTs film Seffs are Ringing, I960, and 
(below) with Jerry Lewis, on the Queen Elizabeth, arriving at Southampton in the 1950s 



You complain too much.’ " 

Butterfly was bora Thelma 
McQueen in 1911 in Tampa. 
Florida, the daughter of a steve- 
dore and a domestic. After 
leaving school she worked as a 
children’s nurse and in a facto- 
jy before deciding to become an 
actress. In 1934 she joined 
Venezuela Jones’s Negro Youth 
Project in Harlem and danced 
in the “Butterfly Ballet” of 
their production of A Midsum- 
mer Niglu's Dream. Later she 
changed her professional name 
to Butterfly, and it aptly de- 
scribes her stage and screen per- 
sona. In films like The Women 
(1939) and Mildred Pierce 
(1945) the diminutive actress 
needed no close-ups to assert 
her presence. With her arms 
constantly in motion, like a 
butterfly, she immediately cap- 
tured audiences' attention. 
Then, when she spoke, she 
stole the scene with her high- 
pitched voice - once claimed to 
be higher than a soprano. 

McQueen’s first film ap- 
pearance proved to be her most 
memorable and controversial. 
For years her role as Prissy in 
Gone with the Wind was dis- 
missed as an objectionable 
racial caricature. However, the 
African-American film histori- 
an Donald Bogle acknowledges 
that, in spile of this, her per- 
formance was “marked by 
fragility, hysteria and absurdi- 
ty ... a unique combination of 
the comic and the pathetic”. 

After appearing as Lillian 
Gish’s servant girl in David O. 
Selznicfs grandiose western 
Duel in the Sun (1946), Mc- 
Queen turned her back on Hol- 
lywood. She was unhappy 
playing what she described as 
“handkerchief head” roles. 
There were no more movie of- 
fers. In 1989 she said: “Mien I 
wouldn't do Prissy over and over 
they wouldn’t give me any more 
work. But today young black 
people come up to me and say 
you opened doors for us.” 

After leaving Hollywood Mc- 
Queen was forced to work out- 
side the acting profession. Her 
many jobs included being a 
sales assistant in Macy's toy de- 
partment in New York; a taxi- 


McQueen: ‘comic ana pathetic* 

cab dispatcher in the Bronx; and 
as a real-life maid to a couple 
in Atlanta- In the 1970s she ded- 
icated herself to social work pro- 
jects in Harlem, and furthering 
her education. At the age of 64 
she received a degree from the 
City College of New York. 

There were occasional stage 
appearances, including the off- 
Broadway musical The Athenian 
Touch (1964). In 1978, during 
a tour of her one-woman show 
Butterfly McQueen and Friends, 
she said: “Men you get old 
they want to put you on the shelf 
and forget about you. If they try 
to do it to me, HI just come out 
singing and dancing and show 
them I'm not finished up yet." 
The following year she was 
awarded an Emmy for her role 
in 77 ie Seven Wishes of a Rich 
Kid. In 1986. the director Peter 
Weir cast her in a small role in 
The Mosquito Coast, starring 
Harrison Ford. It was her final 
film. Afterwards she said: “Pe- 
ter Weir told me to make up my 
own dialogue but I did it so well 
he cut it out.” 

In 1989 McQueen willingly 
took part in the 50th anniver- 
sary celebrations of Gone with 
the Wind, making numerous 
personal appearances. She 
charmed everyone at the Ed- 
inburgh Film Festival, and de- 
lighted British television 
audiences in an interview with 
Tferry Wogan. But she always 
made it dear that she hated ifie 
role of Prissy: “I was suffering 
the whole time,” she said. “I 
didn't know that I’d have to be 
just a stupid little slave. 1 
wouldn't let Vivien Leigh slap 
me. and 1 wouldn't eat'water- 
melon. I was very sensitive 
about that. Of course, thinking 
about it now. 1 could have had 
fun eating that watermelon and 
spitting out the pips while every- 
one went by!” 

Stephen Bourne 

Thelma ( Butterfly ) McQueen, 
actn-ss: bom Tampa. Florida S 
January 1911; dial Augusta. 
Georgia 22 December 1995. 


Births, 


&Deaths 


DEATHS. . , 

GUMBSU: EL EitaanL Aariy toted 

N i ntanri H,th*r anri pmfklhBr , 

pcancfnOy alhotac cnSPecqubcr. 
Ament at St Martkft Onccfa, East 
Hoofcy, as lOais, Saturday 30 De-. 
center. No fknees'please. 

AnwBMeneaSc (or Guetb BtKTSS, 
markxages &. heaths 

Adoptions, Marriage*, Deaths Mew 
rial ser>4f^ WetfdSraannmrjanes,Ia 
MtnAa)dnddkiiatit«Ua( 
ttliKOnrikSttacTbebd^caiia^ 
1 C>imtaSarart,(>nmWJMrf, Lte- 
cSm KM 510, W«plWMrfl®*I7I-Z93 
2m<rfc^teMn^S(U9ni^Ddte« 
cbnted-at MSO a fine <YfcT eOrek 
QtmtoftCteetteainwiarrwrufff («*>- 
doe* faartioBs, Arttecnfae amp- 
riages, MMriawa) «a«tte rafc n Uf»d 
to wrifog ftr &seA asd andtarged 
at£Z9* Ba* Won. FlMsefectade. 
* dagtfow tefc&hore onbec . 


RAF promotions . 

«r Metoi Sir Jala Affix*, pro- 
moted Air Oaef Marshal, nod tobe 
Air OtSotf Camam^^iarClaH. 
Logistic* CosBaxad/Air Meteber ' 
for Logistic*. ^ > • 

Air Vlct-Manfcal GA.jBofacflMn r 
projnoied .Air MeodaL aad to 
be Chief of Staff add pcjtaty 

Comniandej-in-Oacf StiterOam- • 
mand. •' • ■ • " , ' £ 

Ak>'la>4iB4aiBt$^iVK 
moted Air MwsM, and to V 
Depu ty Chief of tee Defence (P»- , 
gnunmes and Perswniei). - • 

. Chn«incortfaeGaaRl .. . 7; 


Birthdays ■_ 

MkHnghArbuteaoP, amb a ssa dor to 

r vwmatlr, SO; Mr* Anne Armstrong 

fcpner-CBatebaaacfefftoRit^ 
Viscouai Aster, fanner government 
minister, 44; Mr Christopter Ben- 
jamin, actor, 61; Sir Gordon Bran- 
ton, company chairman, 74; M 
Gfraifl Depadieu, actor, 47; Sir 
Thomas Dewitt, former rugby play- 
er and shipbroker, 93; Lord Griffiths 
ctfHaes^d^(Ereciai;TSmesNews- 
papeisLtd,54; Air CMef Marshal Sir 
Derek Bodgkinson, former Air Sec- 
ntoiy,78; Mr hfick Jones, oockinn- 
stdao, 54; Visoonm Kaotsford, 
fonnexSombW«t-Regjona] Dircc- 


fonner rally driver, 61; Professor 
Ikn^Nartfaco^ptol^xheiiiisi; 
74; Mr MacePeoder, rode singer, 53; 
&WBKamPuives,diainnan,Mid- 

tandBankb^MrftterQoaife^rock 
mpaaan. S2^icfesteBrinhgrBoeg» 
chsactd scholar, .76; .Sir Norman 
Reid, Sooner Director of. tbe Tile 
Ga&ay, 80; Dr Edward Salihouse, 
Master, University Gntk^e, Durham. 
60; Lord Sterimg of Platstow, chair- 
man, P & Q, 61rMiss Janet- Street- 
Porter, broadcaster and writer; 49; 
The Right - Rev Mkhari IhmbaU, 
Bishop erf Durham,. 60; Brigadier 
Dame Maty former Di- 

' xectoroltee WRAQ 92. 

.Anniversaries 

Birth*: Johannes i^rpler. as- 
~ uooomer, 1571; Jakob Bernoulli, 

1 aatteana clriffla, 1654; Sir George 
Caytey, aeronantiespioneex, 1773; 
i Atezaodea’-Ckndo&.Lamg; qqpkuer, 
i 1793; Sr Joim Goss, -organist and 
composer, 1300; Louis Pasteur, 
Attmha sadbacteriofogisi, JS22;Szr -- 
M a ri cea ric BoweB, sta t e sm a n , 1823; 
‘Sir WQSfcm Hemy Hadow, educa- 
• tkmxBandnmsicalsdioiii;1^^Syd- 
ocy Grcenrireei; acior, 1878; Locks 
B naHfieM,Bmrfst, J896g G ari Z nc k- 
ymgeE,pfagwri^xt, 189^ Mariene D»- 


etrich (Maria Magdalena Dietrich), 
actress, 1903; Oscar Levant; popular 
composer and pianist, 1906. Deaths 
Pierre de Ronsard, poet, 1585; 
Hyaambe-FraDgss HfflioitS-Mathias 
Kene-Martyr Andr6-Jean Riga ad, 
painter, 1743; Joanna Sonthcott, re- 
ligous fanatic. 1814; Charks Lamb, 
author and essayist, 1834; Charles 
Martin HaD. chemist and manufac- 
- rarer, 1914; WQliam Aicfaex, dramatic 
critic and playwright, 1924; Sergei 
’ Aleksandrovich Es en in , poet, com- 
mitted suicide 1925; Anatoli 
UwiH wiph Lunacharsky, Russian 
leader and writer. 1933; Sir James 
Sexton, trade union leader, 1938; 
Amy Many Cheney Beach, composer 
and pianist; Nokrashy Pasha, Egypt- 
ian prime minister, assassinated 
1948; Max Beckmann, expressionist 
pamtex, 1950; Lester Bowles Pearson, 
statesman, 1972; Hcmari BonmedS- 
enne (Mohammed ben Brahim 
BonlchaxTOnba), statesman, 1978; 
Howard Hoagland (Hoagy) 
Qunridge^donyoser.shigeraadpv- 
anist, 1981. On thb day: the island 
of St Helena was chartered to the 
East India Company, 1673; England 
«rd Portugal signed the Metbnen 
Beaty giving preference to Por- 
tuguese wines, 1703; the French in- 
vaded Holland, 1794; Charles 
Darwin 'set sail for a world voyage on 
HMSBezgfe, 1831; JM. Barrie’ s^ay 
fixer Pun was fim performed, Lon- 
don 1904; &eGk>bc Theatre, Lon- 
don, opened as the Hicks Theatre, 
. 1906; Leon Trotsky was expelled 
from tbe Communist Pany, 1927; vi- 
olent earthquakes in Anatolia, 
Turkey, resulted in over 10JJ00 

iIhiiIk, 1 OT> ihf. Iqtwmti nMl Mfnv- 


1945; Arebbishop Jcnef Mr ndsz enty 
was arrested in Hungary and sen- 
tenced to life imprisonment, 1948; 
the BP oil-rig Sea Gem capsized in 
-tbe North Sea and sank with (he loss 
of 13 lives, 1965; Spain became a 
democracy after 40 years of dicta- 
torship, 1978; President HaSzullah 


Amin of Afghanistan was over- 
thrown after a Russian-sponsored 
coup d’Aat, 1979. Today is the Feast 
Day of St Fabiola, St John the Evan- 
gelist, St Nicarete and Saints 
Theodore and Theophanes GraptoL 


Royal College of 
Radiologists 

The following have been elected of- 
ficers of the Royal College of Radi- 
ologists for 1995-96: 

President, DtMJ. Bnwflc; Tttasnrer. Mr C. 
dc Lacey; Vice-Prcsdeal and Dean of ibe Fac- 
aflyofOnicalDwrJogy.DrMJii^iiilcWfar- 
den o£ ibe Fdlowrfiip and Warden of ibe 
ftodtyofCltakaiOitmlogf.DrRIJ.Hiffliei; 
Rejistrar of the CoOeje and Registrai of Uk 
F aaitty rf fhniml RatSukr^y, Dr LW McCafi; 
Demi of the ftcutay ofCSmica] Radiokig;, Dr 
L W,rt; Warden oi lie Faarlir at Qintcal Ra- 
ttiolog.ProfcMcrR Annstro wp EtBtqrcrftfae 
FacuJiyofCHniea] Ratflolccy. Dr B. Reznek; 
RfgHPir of Ibe Family of Clinical Oncolo- 
gy, DrTJ. Pricstman; Editor of ibe Focal ry 
oT Clinical Oncology, Dr WC. Jonca. 

Church appointments 

Ibe Vra Michael Stanley 1111, 
Archdeacon of Canterbury and 
Canon Residentiary of Canterbury 
Cathedral, to be Dean of Winches- 
ter. 

Canon Christopher HOI, Chnon Res- 
identiary and Precentor of St Paul's 
Cathedral, diocese of Londdn, to be 
Suffragan Bishop of Stafford, diocese 
of Lichfield. 

Tbe Right Rev Richard Hankins, Suf- 
fragan Bishop of Plymouth, diocese 
of ExeteT, to be Suffragan Bishop of 
Credit on, same diocese. 

Wills 

Professor Sir David Waldron 
S mi titers, of RingfiekL Kent, Pro- 
fessor of Radiotherapy at London 
University and Director, Radto- 
iheiapy Department, Rcyal Marsden 
Hospital 1943-73, left estate valued 
at £267.098 net 


The apprenticeship of the son of God 


A few years ago there was a man who had 
to leave home fora few days on business. 
His wife was to look after their four young 
children by herself, so the man devised a 
plan to help her. He said to his oldest son: 
“When Tm gone, I want you to think what 
I would normally do. and you do it instead 
of me.” The son agreed; the father went 
off on his trip. 

When he returned, he asked his wife 
what the oldest son had done in his ab- 
sence. “Well,” she said, “it was very 
st rang e. Straight after breakfast he made 
himself a large mug of coffee, pul some 
loud music on the stereo, and sat down 
to read the newspaper for an hour.” And 
the father was left to ponder whether or 
not the son had obeyed his instructions. 

Not many children these days, in this 
country, follow parents into a family 
business. But there are many parts of the 
world where it still happens. Tbe father 
learnt the trade from his father, who got 
it from his; and he passes it on to the son. 
No doubt each of them learns a few new 
tricks as well; but the basic skills of the 
trade are transmitted from generation to 
generation. Mostly this doesn’t happen ver- 
bally. Tbe son watches to see what the fa- 
ther does. Then he has a shot at doing it 
as well. At the end of the day, if you watch 
the son. you'll see the true reflection of 
the father. 

The Christmas gospel focuses on the ap- 
prentice son of the God whom he called 
rather. Throughout John’s Gospel, we see 
Jesus doing what he sees his Father do- 
ing. That’s the explanation he gives for his 
strange and sometimes shocking behav- 
iour. And John, writing his Gospel, intends 
us to watch the entire life of Jesus, from 
his puzzling birth to his appalling death, 


Meanings of 
Christmas 


Today’s Christmas sermon is a 
shortened version of that 
preached at the Midnight Mass 
on Christinas Eve by the Dean 
of Lichfield, the Very Rev 
Tom Wright. 

and to recognise in it a true reflection of 
what the Father is up to. “No one has ever 
seen God,” he writes. “God the only Son, 
who is close lo the Father's heart - be has 
made him known.” 

Now, if this doesn't come as a shock, 
we haven't yet got the point. Most peo- 
ple today slfll have a high-and-dry view of 
God - a distant being, maintaining a dig- 
nified distance, never getting his bands 
dirty in the real world. But what if those 
hands turn out to be little and chubby, just 
tug enough to grasp your finger? Most peo- 
ple would imagine that, if God were to 
speak, he would have a loud booming 
voice, giving orders from a great height 
But what if God’s voice were the small, 
quick, plaintive cries of a hungry baby? 

A newspaper survey recently revealed 
that a veiy high proportion of the British 
population say they* believe in God - but 
only a very small proportion go to church. 
Some journalists expressed surprise at this. 
But the key question is: which God is it 


they believe in? If it's the high-and-dry, 
distant, detached God. it's frankly not sur- 
prising they don't go to church. It's hard- 
ly worth getting out of bed for that “god”. 

But the real God, the blazing Word, 
confronted the smouldering embers of the 
powers that be. They reacted in fear and 
anger. They killed the Word-made-flesh. 
But the fire blazed out again three days 
later, with the news that this death was the 
great act of the creator's love. No one has 
seen God: but God the only Son copied 
his Father to the very end. acting out and 
embodying the deep, fiery love of the 
living God. 

I was speaking in a church in Walsall a 
few weeks ago. when a woman who had 
worshipped there for a good many years 
came up to me with the question. "How 
should 1 think of God when I pray? Lost 
for an answer, 1 asked her how she, had 
been accustomed to think of God. Well, 
she said, when I was young I used to think 
of God as a very, very old man. up in the 
sky. with a long white beard Then when 
I got older I didn't find that very helpful. 
And now? I asked. Oh. she said now 1 just 
think of Jesus. 

She explained: there comes a point in 
your life when you suddenly notice that 
the policemen are younger than you are. 
Yes. I said pushing mv luck a bit: and 
maybe there comes a point when you re- 
alise that even the bishops are younger 
than you are. Yes, she said: and I ’suppose 
that what Christmas is about is realising 
that God is younger than I am. 

She was righL ] guess that's why the an- 
gels sing: from sheer exuberant astonish- 
ment and delight as they recognise God 
the Only Son. .And we're here "tonight so 
that we can join in. 
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1 


January 


Darts Embassy World 
Championship, Frimlcy 
Green. Sunev 

Men’s tournament. 
Adelaide: women's 
tournament- Auckland i to T ) 


2 


Cridkut South .Africa v 
England. Fifth Test (to 61. 
New lands. Cape Town 


3 


Hocfcay Italy v Great 
Britain ( first match V 
Cagirari 


Speed skating British 
Short Track Championships. 
Guildford 

Goff Apollo Week (to 121. 
Son Roque. Spain 


Footbal FA Cup. third 
round 

KorfbaR European 
Champion Quhs’ 
Championships ( to 7 ). 
Crystal Palace 
Sailing Cape Town to Rio 
de Janeiro race starts 
Skflng Alpine World Cup 
( to 7). men's slalom Jnd giant 
slalom. Dachau. Austria: 
women's slalom and giant 
slalom. Maribor. Slovenia 


7 


i European Indoor 
Championships ( to 12 1. 
See feld. Austria 
Hockey Italy v Great 
Britain. Cagliari 


8 


i Men’s tournaments. 
Sydney. Jakarta and 
Auckland: women's 
tournament. Svdncv < to 1 4) 


9 


Cricket South Alika \ 
England. First one-day 
international day-night. 
Newlands. Cape Town 
Sqoash National Cham- 
pionships (to 15) (venue that 


10 


Football Coca-Cola Cup. 
fifth round 


11 


Cricket Sou th Africa v 
England, second one-day 
intentatkmaL day-night. 
Springbok Park. 
Bloemfontein 


12 


Basketball 7-up Trophy 
Final, Birmingham 
Sklfag .Alpine World Cup 
(to 14). two men's downhilLs. 
slalom and combined. 
Kitzbuhel. Austria 


13 


Cricket South .Africa v 
En gland, third one-dav 
international Wanderers 
Stadium. Johannesburg 
R^by Lea$ie Regal 
Trophy FinaL Huddersfield 
Hockey Great Britain \ 
Malaysia. Bisham Abbey 
Horae raefag Victor 
Chandkr Chase. Ascot 
Sklfag Alpine World Cup 
( to 14). women's slalom and 
super-giant, Gannisdi- 
Paxtenkirchen, Germany 


14 


15 

16 
17 


Cricket South Africa v 
England, fourth one-dav 
international. Centurion 
Park. Pretoria 
Cyclo-cross National 
championships. Sutton 
Park. Birmingham 
Hockey Great Britain v 
Malaysia, (second match ). 
Bisham Abbey 
SaHfag Key West-Mumm 
’3h race week (to 19). Florida 

fcfb Australian C>pen 
Championships ( to 281. 
Flinders ftric. Melbourne 


19 


20 


AJpinc World Cup. 
men's giant slalom, 
Adelbodeo. Switzerland 

Cricket South Africa v 
England, fifth one-dav 
inleinational. day-nigh L 
Kingsmcad. Durban 

Cricket South Africa v 
England, sixth one-day 
international, day-night. 
Buffalo Park. East London 
Hockey Men's Olympic 
qualifying tournament ( to 
29), Barcelona 
Sklfag Alpine World Cup 
(to 21). (women's 
downhills, slalom and 
combined. Wcngen. 
Switzerland: two women’s 
downhills and giant slalom, 
Cortina d'Ampezzo. Italy 
Speed skating European 
Championships do 21 1. 
Heerenveen. Netherlands 

Rugby Union Five Nations' 
Cham pionship. France v 
England. Paris: Ireland v 
Scotland, Dublin 
R aB yln g Monte Carlo 
Rally (to 27) 

Footbal FA Trophy. Erst 
round 

Speed skating European 
Short Track Championships 
(to 21 LOberstdorC 
Germany 

I bHb’Mn" Japan Open 


21 


C ricknt South Africa v 
England, seventh one-day 
international St George's 
Park, Port Elizabeth 
jHHeBcn Houston marathon 


22 


23 


24 


FgVe skating European 
Championships ( to 28 1. Sofia 
Bobstefgh European 
Championships and World 
Cup Final ( to 28). St Moritz 

Sktoxg AJpinc World Cup. 
men's super-gianL VjIJoiiv, 
France 

SaHog Olympic classes 
regatta (to 28), Miami 

Footbal International date 


25 


Golf Johnnie Walker 
Gassic ( to 2S ). Tanah 
Me rah. Singapore 


26 


Hockey Eight European 
Millions Cup for women, 
indoor, (to 28) Glasgow 
Skfing Alpine Wjrid Cup 
(to27j. men's and women's 
downhills and fioodlit 
slaloms. Sestriere. Ilalv 


27 


Footbal FA Cup fourth 
round 

Athletics Great Britain v 
Russia. Birmingham 
Rugby Union Pilkinaion 
Cup. fifth round 
Fencing British Epee 
Championships. London 
Netball Republic of Ireland 
v Northern Ireland 


28 


American footbal 

Superbowl XNX. Sun Devil 
Stadium. Pheonix 
Tennis Men's tournaments. 
Shanghai Geneva (to 4 Feb ) 
Skiing .Alpine World Cup. 
women's slalom. Megev e-St 
Gen. ais. France 


29 


British 
Championships t to 2 Feb). 
St Moritz. Switzerland 


1 


Golf Hcincken G attic 
(to 4). The Vines. FVnh. 
Western Austmlia 


3 


Rugby Union Five 
N'auunt' Championship. 
England i Whies. 
Twickenham: Scotland v 
France. Murravfidd 
Athletics National Indoor 
Championships ( to 4 ). 
Birmincham 

Skiing .Alpine World Cup 
< to 4 ). men s downhill and 
super-giant. Garmisch- 
Ponenkirchcn. Germany: 
women's downhill and 
super-giant. Crans 
Montana. Switzerland 
Cyclo-cross World Chani- 
pionships(io4). France 


Snooker Benson & Hedges 
Masters i to 1 1 j. Wemblev 


5 


Boxing England v Sou th 
Africa. Royal Lancaster 
Hotel. London 


7 


Footbal International date 


SaiBng 470 World 
Championship (to 17 1. 
Porto Alegre. Brazil 


Hockey Indoor Club 
Championshpp Final, 
Crystal Palace 
Tenais Davis Cup. first 
round 

Ski Jumping World Cup and 
World Cham pkmshjps ( to 
1U). Bad Mitiemdorf. Austria 


10 


Footbal F.A Trophy, 
second round 
Netball Scotland v Whies 
Horse racing Tale Gold 
Trophy. Newbury 
Skiing .Alpine World Cup. 
men's gioni slalom. 
Himcisiuden. .Austria 
Bobsleigh World 
Championsh ips ( to 25 ). 
Calgaiy.Canada 


11 


Football Coca-Cola Cup. 
semi- final final, first leg 
Netball Scotland v 
England. Glasgow 
Sknng .Alpine World 
Championships (to 25), 
Sierra Nevada. Spain 


12 


Bowls World Singles and 
Pain. Indoor 
Championships (to 25). 
Guild Hall. Preston 
Tennis Men's tournaments, 
Dubai. Marseilles. San Jose; 
women's tournament. 

Paris (to 18) 


14 


Football Coca-Cola Cup. 
semi-final, first leg 
Cricket World Cup. 
England \ New Zealand. 
Ahmcdahad. India 


15 


Cricket World C’up. South 
Africa v UAE. Rawalpindi. 
Pakistan 

Golf Australian Masters. 
Huntingdale. Victoria: 
South African PGA 
Champioaship. 
Johannesburgito 18) 


16 


Cricket World Cup. West 
Indies v Zimbabwe. 
Hyderabad. India 
SwUnmtag European 
Short-course and Sprint 
Championships. France 


17 


Football FA Cup. fifth 
round 

Rngiy Union Foe Nations' 
Championship. France v 
Ireland. Pares; Wiles v 
Scotland, Cardiff 
Cricket Woihl Cup. New 
Zealand v Netherlands. 
Baroda. India: Sri Lanka v 
.Australia. Colombo. Sri Lanka 
Badminton Thomas and 
Liber Cup preliminaries t to 
24), Prague and Auckland 
Speed skating World 
Sprint Championships (to 
18 1. Heerenveen. 
Netherlands 


18 


Cricket World Cup. 
England v UAE. Peshawar. 
Pakistan: India v Kenya. 
Cuttack, India 
Rugby Union Scotland v 
Western Samoa. 
Murravfidd 


Snooker International 
Open (to 24). Bournemouth 


19 


Tennis men's tournaments. 
.Antwerp. Memphis; 
women's tournaments. 
Essen. Oklahoma (to 25) 


20 


Cricket World Cup. South 
Africa v New Zealand, 
Faisalabad. Pakistan 


21 


Football Coca-Cola Cup, 
semi-final, second leg 
Cricket World Cup. India v 
West Indies, Gwalior, India; 
Sri Lanka v Zimbabwe, 
Colombo. Sri Lanka 


22 


Cricket World Cup. 
England v Netherlands. 
Peshawar. Pakistan 


23 


Cricket World Cup. 
.Australia v Kenya. 
Yishakhapainam. India 


24 


Rugby Union Pilkmgton 
Cup. quarter-finals 
Cricket World Cup. 
Pakistan v UAE, 
Gujranwala. Pakistan 
Athletics Great Britain v 
France. Glasgow 
Horse racing Rating Post 
Chase. Kempton; Green alls 
Gold Cup. Haydock 
Netbafl England v Nonhem 
Ireland, Portsmouth 


25 


Cricket World Cup. South 
.Africa \ England. 
Rawalpindi. Pakistan: West 
Indies v Sri Lanka, 
Colombo. Sri Lanka 
Football Coca-Cola Cup, 
semi-final, second leg 


26 


Cricket World Cup. 
Pakistan v Netherlands, 
Lahore: Zimbabwe v 
Kenya. Patna, India 
Tennis Men's tournament, 
Milan. Philadelphia; 
women's tournaments, 
Delray Beach. Florida and 
Linz. Austria (to 3 March) 
Snooker European Open 
(to 3 March). Malta 


27 


Cricket World Cup. India 
v Australia, Bombay. India; 
New Zealand v UAE, 
Faisalabad. Pakistan 


29 


6 


Cricket World Cup, South 
.Africa v Pakistan, Karachi; 
West Indies v Kenya. Pune. 
India 

Golf Turespaha Open (to 3 
March), Spain 



K S.frigr ' 
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1 


march 


Cricket World Cup. 
Australia v Zimbabwe. 
Nagpur. India; Netherlands 
v UAE Lahore. Pakistan 
Bowls Women's Indoor 
National Championships 
(to 8), Bannister Park, 
Skfiiag Alpine World Cup 
(to 2), women's downhill 
giant slalom (venue tba) 


2 


Rugby Union Five Nations' 
Championship. Ireland v 
Whies. Dublin; Scotland v 
England. Murrayfield 
Football FA Trophy, third 

round 

Cricket World Cup, India v 
Sri Lutka, Delhi 
Siding .Alpine World Cup 
( to 3 ). men’s downhill and 
super-giant. Happo One, 
Japan 


3 


Cricket World Cup, 
England v Pakistan. 
Karachi Pakistan 
Basketball National men’s 
and women's Cup Finals, 
Sheffield Arena 
P owret HfU ng Wbmen's 
national championships, 
Manchester 


Cricket World Cup, West 
Indies v /Australia, Jaipur. 
India 

Bowls Men’s Indoor British 
Isles Championships (to 5), 
Auc kin lech 

Siding .Alpine World Cup 
finals (la 10). men and 
women (venue iba ) 

Tennis Men's tournaments, 
(to UJ) Rotterdam. 
Scottsdale. .Arizona and 
Morion; women’s 
tournament ( to 17], Indian 
Wells. California 


Cricket World Cup, South 
Africa v Netherlands, 
Rawalpindi. Pakistan 


i European dub 
competitions, quarter- 
finals. first leg 
Boxing ABA Champion- 
ships. Birmingham 
Cricket World Cup. India v 
Zimbabwe. Kanpur. India: 
Pakistan v New Zealand. 
Lahore, Pakistan; Sri Lanka 
v Kenya. Kandy. Sri Lanka 
Bonis Men's Indoor British 
Isles Home Internationa] 
Series (to 8). Auddnlcch 




CMf Moroccan Open (to 10), 
Agadir 


8 


A th le ti cs European 
Indoor Championships (to 
10). Stockholm 
Snooker Thailand Open 
(to 16), Bangkok 


Football FA Cup, quarter- 
finals 

Cricket World Cup. 
quarter-finals 
Rugby Union County 
Championship, semi-finals 
Horse racing Imperial 
Cup.Sandown 
Hodroy Ireland v England, 
women's match. Dublin 


10 


Motor raefag Australian 
Grand Prix. Melbourne 
Netball Republic of Ireland 
v England, Dublin 


11 


Ail England 
Championships (to 16). 
Birmin gham 

Tennis Men’s tournaments, 
Indian Wells, California and 
Copenhagen (to 17) 


12 


Baske t ball Men’s 
European Cup Final, 
Vitoria. Spain; Women's 
European Cup Final 
Horse racing Champion 
Hurdle, Cheltenham 


13 


Cricket World Cup semi- 
final Calcutta, India 
Horse raefag Queen 
Mother Champions Chase, 
Cheltenham 


14 


Horse racing Cheltenham 
Gold Cup 

Cricket World Cup semi- 
final Chandigarh 
Goff Dubai Desert Classic 
(to 17) 


15 


Figure Statfag Worid 
Championships (to 17), 
Hamar. Norway 
Skftg World Cup Cross 
Country Final (to 17), Oslo 
Sid Jmnplrq; World Cup 
Final (to 17), Oslo 


16 


Rugby Ualos Five Nations’ 
Championship, England v 
Ireland. Twickenham; Wales 
v France, Arms Park 
Horse racing Cheltenham 
Gold Cup 

Table toonls National 
Championships (to 17). 
Brighton 

Fencing British Sabre 
Championships, London 
Rowing Women’s Head of 
the River Race, London 


17 


Cricket World Cup final 
Lahore 


18 


World Champion- 
ships 1 to 31 ), Adelaide; 
Women’s Indoor British Isles 
Championships. Llanelli 
Henris Men’s tournament 
St Petersburg (to 24) 


20 


FootbaS Coca-Cola Cup 
Final. Wembley 


21 


TemrisLipton 
Championships (to 31), Key 
Biscayne, Florida, 
Eq u e s t rian ism National 
Show Jumping Champion- 
ships (to 24), Sioneleigh, 
Whrks 

Golf Portugal Open (to 24) 
Snooker Final qualifying for 
Embassy Worid Champion- 
ship ( to 22). Telford 


23 


Athletics 24th IAAF 
Worid Cross Country 
Championships, Cape Town 
Rigby Union PiDangton 
Cup. semi-finals 
Football FA Umbro 
Trophy, fourth round 
Horse racbg Lincoln 
Handicap. Doncaster 
Netball England v Wiles. 
Bedford 


24 


Football European dub 
competitions, quarter- 
finals, second leg 
Hockey England v India, 
men's match: England v 
France, women's match, at 
National Hockey Stadium, 
Milton Keynes (ope ring day i 


25 


Tennis Men's tournamem, 
Casablanca (to 31) 


26 


Snooker Benson and 
Hedges Irish Masters (to 
31 j. Goffs, Co Kildare 
Shooting European Air 
Gun Championship ( to 1 
.April), Budapest 


27 


Squash British Open (to 7 
April). Cardiff 


28 


Goff Dinah Shore womens 
tournament. Rancho 
Mirage, California; 

Madeira Island Open (toil) 


29 


Badmfatoa English National 
Championships (to ?1 ) 
Swimming European Diving 
Cup (to 31 V. Aachen. 
Germany 


30 


Football FA Cup semi-finals 
Horse racing Grand 
NationaL Ain tree 
Athletics LAU 1 00km 
Work! Challenge. .Athens 
Rowtag Men's Head of the 
River Race. London 
Rugby Union Hong Kong 
Sevens (to 31 1 


31 


Football FA Cup. senu-finab. 
Mater racing Brazilian 
Grand Prix. Interiagos 
Boning 3 Lit European 
Championships (to 7 April 1. 
Vejle. Denmark 


april 


l 


(Women's 
tournament. Hi! ton Head 
Island (to 8) 

Snookar British Open (to 8) 
Plymouth 


Football European dub 
competitions, semi-finals, 
first leg 


(SpiOuesr(to8),La 
Trim t£, France 


Rowing Boat Race, London 


Motor racing Argentinian 
Grand Prix, Buenos Aires 


8 


Henris Items Men’s tourna- 
ments, New Delhi Estoril 
and Hong Kong; women's 
tournaments, Amelia Island, 
Florida and Jakarta (to 14) 
WrigbtBfttag European 
Championships (to 4 May), 
Stavanger, Norway 
SaWng UK Youth Champ- 
ionships (to 12), Wbrsa&h 


SaHfag Laser World 
Champ i onships (to 16), 
South Africa 


11 


Golf US Masters (to 14), 
Augusta, Georgia 


12 


SaHfag 505 Work! 
Championship (to 19), 
Thwnsville, Australia 


13 


FootbaH FA Trophy, semi- 
final first leg 
Athletics IAAF Worid 
Road Relay Championships 
(to 14). Copenhagen 
Bowls Men’s English 
National Inripnr C frampj pi > - 
ship (to 21 ), Melton Mowbray 
Rawing ScoOers Head of the 
River race, London 
Judo British Open 
Championships. National 
Indoor Arena Birmingham 


14 


B adminton European 
Championships (to 21), 
Heming, Denmark 


15 


A thlet ic s Boston Marathon 
Gymnastics Worid 
Championships (to 21). 

San Juan, Puerto Rico 
Tonlo Men's tournaments. 
Tokyo, Barcelona and 
Bermuda; women’s 
tournament (to 24), Tokyo 


16 


Hor se rae fag NcD Gwynn 
Stakes, Newmarket 


17 


Foot ba H European dub 
competitions, semi-finals, 
second leg 

Horse raetg European 
Free Handicap. Newmarket 
EtpmsManisaiVtofro Warid 
Cup final (to 21), Geneva 


18 


Goff Cannes Open (to 21) 
Horse racing Craven 
Stakes, Newmarket 


19 


Horse racing Fred Darling 
Stakes, Newmarket 


20 


FA Trophy, semi- 
finals, second leg 
RngbyUidoa County Charo- 
pktnship final Twickenham 
Snooker Embassy Worid 
Championship (to 6 May), 
Sheffield 

Bawds EBF Indoor Finals. 
Lincoln 

SaMug French Olympic 
Week (to 27), Hyena, France 
Horae raefag Greenham 
Stakes. Newbury: Scottish 
Grand National Ayr 


21 


Athletics London Marathon 


22 


Tcranlu Men's tournaments 
(to 28), Monte Carlo, Seoul 
women's Fed Cup matches 


24 


foot ba fl England v Croatia. 

Wembley 


25 


Golf Turespaha Masters 
(to 28) 

Tatrietemris European 
Championships (to 15), 
Bratislava, Slovakia 


27 


Rqgiy Laagra Silk Cut 
Challenge Cup finaL 
Wembley 

Horae racing ^ Whitbread 
Gold Cup 


28 


Motor racing European 
Grand Prix, Nurburgrin^ 
Germany 

FootbaH Women's FA Cup 
final 

A t falo t f cs Rotterdam 
marathon 


29 


1 


Men’s tournaments 
(to 5 May). Atlanta, Munich 
and Prague 


may 


FootbaH Uefa Cup finaL 
first leg 


2 


rqiiriitiLiiilmii 

Badminton Three-day 
Event (to 4) 

Golf Italian Open, Milan; 
Women's Welsh Open 
fto5).Cbcpuow 
Squash European Tann 
Championships ( to 5 ), 
Zoetermeer. Netherlands 


3 


i Great Britain v 
Slovenia, Davis Cup (to 5), 
Euro- African Zone, first 

round, Newcastle 


Horse racing 2,000 
guineas. Newmarket 


The Year’s Main Events 


JUmJEVICS 


Stockholm, 8-10 Match 

CRICKET 

Sooth Africa v Eaglawd 

Fifth Test Cape Town, 2-6 Jan 

England v India 

First Test Edgjteston, 6-10 Jun 

Second Test Lord's 20-24 Jun 

Third Test Trent Bridge, 4-9 Jul 

England v Pakistan 

First Test Lptd's, 25-29 July 

Second Test Heading ey, 8-12 Aug 

Third Test The Oval, 22-26 At® 

Besson Jk Ho g gaa Cap flaal Lord’s, 13 July 
Na tWast Trophy ftaai Lord’s, 7 Sept 


CYCLING 

21 April ltonr do Bwe® 

FOOTBALL 

Coca-Cola Ciqi 
UakCagflUl 
Eoropaad CrqiAWoiiofa’ Cop ' 
FA Cap final 

mhcrm 

Eoropead Cap float 

GOLF 


US 

US Open Oakland 

Tbe Open Royal Lytham & St Mr 

ISPQA Cbampkm»*dp 

HORSE RACING 
MtoflbMFMM 
tend National 
The Derby 


i June-21 July 

24 March 
and 15 May 
8 May 
11 May 
18 May 
•22 May 

11-14 April 
[13-16 June 
18-21 Jufy 
i. 8-11 Aug 

2-14 Match 
30 March 
S June 


Two jewels t 



(events 
ones 
:Ai- 









:tripajmqwiUreeflri 


A glorious year for spefft has two 
rhaf wil I light up the summer - the Ql r 

and the European Giainpkmship finals. 
fanta, Georgia. wiH stage the great 
sports ccsnpetitiofl of them all. die 
hosting football’s showpiece falls to 
Euro 96 is most the important sports \ 
be held in the country ance the Work! C , 

Once agiin the ball starts rolling at "Wembki with 
Fndan d IckJring-off against Switzerland on aune. 
and the tournament will reach its dimax thee 22 
. days later. Will that final see England plajBer- 
- many again? Or win Scotland find the inspt 
to spoil the Auld Enemy’s party? 

Fbr tbe first visit of th«e finals to England |ere 
area record 16 teams taking part. Gt 
Netherlands and Italy will be strongly fendet^ntt 
England w31 be out to emulate the French ide 
mm- of I 984 which, inspired by Michel Platini, svipt 

v . to victory on home sofl. 1 

Apart from Wembley, seven league groundsel 
be hosting matches - Old Trafford, Manchester 
Villii Rarir r Bi rmingham; HiTkbnrrHigh, Sheffiol; 
Anfield, Uveipool; St James’ Park, Newcastle; In- 
land Road, Leeds; and the City Ground, Nc^ 
ringham. The expanded format has given 
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Olympic Games 
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European Championship 



SCHEDULE 


Switzerland 
Scodand, ; 
Nsflierfands 
[SatBJune A 
Sfin 9 Jure B 


HiyWgitmraTdM^ghOBouuihMi 


V^iodptA- 


Group B 
Spakt 


Gemsartjr** 

CzecttJtepV 

Italy,-;/ ..I 


Portogal 

Tixtaiy: 


Romania 
' .France : 

Engtend V Wambtey ' • . jB$: \ 

SpauhvB^aria' "' 7 ' - SfetidRoacJ . 1430. ' 
OWTratod, :^ : 17^M 
vPo^a^'7. Hfcbcra^b i 

Mon 10 June A :.Rethed^Tr$«3to VBa Parti - JKO' ", 

Bcxttafe v Ffhhcs St Ames’ 1830 y 

Tues 11 Juie , ArttekfJ/’: ' 

^ * t r City Gjpuotfi ^-, [ 

pure B June A. ; ( SwitrvNNheriai^y.f. 

Rid 14 June gJ. Boraarila ^ St Jam^^^J^q. '•/ 

|SaM5Afie A; /En^andySokfa^: --. 

B Ranee v Spain' ’ v '’ . 


Rqtfbjr IMob HUdngtco 
Dip Foal Twickenham 
BaskstbaH Budweiser 
Championship finals (to 5), 
Wembley 

Toncteg British Fofl 
Championships, London 
Sattig National 
Windsurfing Champio nship 
(to 6). Weymouth 


Horse racing 1. 00Q 

guineas, Newmarket 
Motor racteg San Marino 
Grand Prix, frnola 
AtbteOcsIAAF Grand Prix 
meeting, Sao Paulo, B razil 


6 


t Womens itnKan 
Open, Rome; mens 
tournamem (to 12), Hamburg 


7 


racing Chester Vfesc 


8 FootbaH European Cup- 
winners' Cup final , Brussels 


i Royal 
Windsor Horse Show (to 
26), Berkshire 
Horse raefag Chester Cup 
Sffnaab Worid Cup (to 12). 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 


Golf Peugeot Open, Spain; 
LPGA Championships, 
Wnmington, Delaware, 

(to 12) 

O ys x tallies Men's 

European Cha mp ion s hip 
(to 12). Cop enhagen 
Safang Miimm 36 Qrcuit 
(to 12X Nieuwpooit, 
Belgium 


10 


Goff Women’s Costa Azul 
Open (to 12), Lisbon 


11 


FootbaH FA Cup final 
Wembley 

Goff England v France, 
Snnmngdate, Berkshire 
RngbytfakM Middlesex 
Sevens, Twickenham 


Horse raefag Dezty trial 

Lingfieid 

THattfoe British Modem 
Tr fothlon OiamponsMps 
(to 12), MOton Keynes 


12 


Cn ^ u i lt PBri«lrigli ] ^|gue 

play-offs, se mi- finals, first 
leg; EA%se final Wembley 
Hocks? HA Trophy final 
and HA Qtp final MOton. 
Keynes - 

Athletics IAAF Grand Prix 
meeting Tbkyo 
Siinhig LymiugtimCup - 
(to 18) 


13 

14 


Men’s Italian Open, 
Rome; women's 
tournaments, Berlin (to 19) 

ferafe British Gay Court 
Championships (to 19),' . 
Cardiff 

Horae raefag Mi wriota 
Stakes, York . 



\.. 









around the oountiy a chance to see the best of 
the continent’s payers at close Hand, and the' 
prospect j mouth-watering. Players to Irvflr oat 
will be the fites of Jm gen Kimswuimi iWnmiup 

in Germany’s colCTiisj thebriQiantyoui^Dmm 

side; Italy's Alessandro del Piero; ant^ of course*' 
Eric Cantbra and David Grnola, if they can break 
back into the french ride, v . ' , ' • . 

Hardly will sports lovers have had the chance 
to consider the successes andfaSores cm the foot- 
ball field than ft wfll.be time toimfte befttod the : 
British Olympic team m Atlanta. Anew83,000 
capacity main stadium awaits them for tbebpen- 
ing ceremony on 19. Jnty of die 23rd modem 
Olympics, the Centennial Games. • 

command most the newer 
Olympic sports lflabeaGhvoDeyball and baseball 
vnDgfetbt Games an Amen^flavm.Bitfthw» 

the 10,^tx^^tftorahthn ahr^^cotsa^^ 
with athletes EkeJonadian Edwarxfe, Ooiia J^i- 
son, Salljr GrameD and, perhaps, Linford Christie, 
the sculler Stephen Redgrave, going fora fourth 
gold in four Games,- and the pu rs ui t tyfisi - 
Graeme Oferee kading British medal rfraBrng^ 


Jus Shaft: late to Hhk 


Three-day Event (to 9) 
Horen racteg The Oaks, 


Atlanta, 19 July -4 Aug 



AttlUcoIAAF Grand 
Pm meeting, Moscow 
CWf Women's Danish Open 
(to 9), Vfajle, Denmark 

Korea ractegThe Derby 
and Coronation Cup, Epsom 

CaaftalB^ In ternational 
event (to 9), Holme 
PSenepont, Nottingham 
Saftaft 470 European 
Championships (to 16) 

teaate Stella Artois Grass 
Court Championships, 

Queen's Chib, London; 
Wamen’s DFS Classic 
(to 16), Edgjbastcn 


r 

[•Jo?., I 1 . . , , V, n -.u ltl.l 


Motor racfagLe Mans 34- 
hour race (to 15) 


Saftt Smgk -. hanflcd Trans- 
atlantic race starts, Plymouth 
Motor racing Canadian 
Grand Prix, Montreal 


n teredo Women’s Direct Line 
Insurance Cha mpi onships, 
Eas tbo urne; Men's 
Nottingham Open (to 22) 
SaMag EtcheS 22'Warid 
Championships (to 28), 
Cowes 

1 D Korea laehg Royal Ascot 
10 (to 21) 


( to21 ) 

W Gotf Brian Masters (to 22), 
Royal Evian, France 

OA Crfchat England v India, 
4U Second Tha (to 24), Lord’s 

Golf BMW International 
Open (to 23), Munich 
CyofcgEnrapeMi Road race 
Championship*, Isle of Man 

Ol Orff Cards Cop (to 22), 

fai Kfflarney 

OjnaactlcsWbdd Cham- 
pionships (to 23), Budapest 


England, 8-30 June 




’ ' T " ' VSoj ^ ftl fl a r,te » . wr ir- W . feifitj j 1 


Sheffield 


M teredo Wimbledon (to7 July) 
Cricket Women's first ^ list, 
England v New Zealand (to 
27), Scarborough 


AP Orff Women’s British Open 
faO Amateur Championship (to 
30), Royal Porthcani 
g huut tog European Clay 
Tn yj nBwn pirvidlip it (frt t 

July), Thllinn, Estonia 
Sailing Kiel Wfeek (to 30) 


Stake*. York 

fadtbrfl Uefe Crip final, 
second leg; Eaddeigh. 
League pby-o&. sens- 
finals, second kg 


Orff Beusoaand Hedges 


Good Fn^Mdnt££axJb ■ - 
BoftfcKBk Uppity fiaoE 
Wenddey. 

Parlay AEWHAOnp 
Fraa^MDtaaKeynes . 
Atkftetlea British 100km :• 


CkftBrabazxnThrphy. 


PlayChain{Bon^iq>(to 19> 

UbcrCtip fimh (lo 26). 

HaqgKiW 


fin&HmipdeoftBfc 

JUMaQeklAAF Gnnd 

Prix meeting, Adxnia 


4A terete Men’* tournament, 
XU St PdUen, Austria; women’s 
ioamameni(to26), .... 
Strasbourg 


Here* racing LocJnnge 
Stakes, Newbmy'.. 

aftgBn nfjntp fr~ 
Medemldik, Nethedands 


Footbrfl European 
rtiinwinnii l X!^lfil»l Rome 
terete Women's Worid - 
Doubles Cup (to 25), . .. 

Ecfiriwmh 


Cricknt England? India, 


•noee^tayEuent (tt>26) 


doff \Wvo PGA Champion- 
ship (to 27), "Wentworth; 
women's Dutch Open (to 26) 


Nations Cop Siow, 
Hktoteod. Sussex 
Cydteg National Hack 
Championships (to 27), 
Manchester - 
Bbcfcoy European Qnb 
Chmnpkjnsfaip (to 27) 1 
Tadtog .TUi to l Festival of 
the Sea (to 27) 


OF CffckakEqgandT India, 

XiW mtwinrti h nillj 

FwH M E n drieig h League 

Third Division play-off 
fetal. Wembley 


Cricfcet England v India, 
one-day inter nationa l. Old 


MHaHealAAF Grand 
Pnx meeting, Paris 

Cycftg 1 hnrdeftance( 1 o 21 

Jniy), starts sHertogenhascb, 
Netherlands 

SaBaCRound the Island 
Race, Cowes 

Motor racing French 
Grand Prix, Magny-Cours 
ftktha Gateshead 
Grand Prix 


Bowte British Isle 
Championships and 

auematioaal series, Ireland 

KowMg Henley Royal 
Regatta and WarfdCbp (to 7) 
Crickat Women's second 
Test, England v New 
Zeabod (to 61 Worcester 


1 A 6olf Scottish Open (to 13), 
XII Carnoustie 

AMdotfcoIAAF Grand 
Prix meeting, Nice 

U S ofa o u l u g National 
Championship (to 14), 


T rpmitr! wtiom Royal 
International Hose Show 
(to 14). Hkkstead, Sussex 

Hone redo* July Cup, 
Newmarket 

1 4 Athletics 1AAF Grand 
XX Prix, KP Games, Qystal 
Palace 

teredo Great Britain v 
Ghana or Malta, Davis Cup 
(to 14), Emo-African Zone, 
second round or play-off 
Crickat Women’s Third 
Test, England v New 
Zealand (to 15), Guildford 


W Motor racteg British 
Grand Prix, Siversume 
AtMalicu European 
Mountain Running Ttopby, 
Uanberis, ^hles 


Men's tournaments. 


women's tournaments (to 
21), Warsaw, Palermo 
SaBbig Cork Week (to 19) 

I O Orff Open Champion^np 
XO (to21),RpyalLytham& 

St Aimes 

1 Q Rowfag National 
Xw champsmships(to21),Hoime 
Pieuepont, Nottingham 


OO SaMogCcHniDOdores’Cup 

XX (to 1 Aug), Cowes 

Tsaala Men's tournament 
(to 28). KitzbuheL Austria. 

OF CricM England vPakistan. 

X9 First lest (to 29), Lard’s 
QoV Dutch Open, 
HDversum; women’s Irsh 
Open (to ^). Dublin 

07 Korea ractog King Gecnge 

XI VI & Queen Elizabeth 
Diamond Stakes, Ascot 


Horae racing Glorious 
Goodwood (to 3 Aug) 


august 


Btnris Women’s World 
Championships (to 24), 
Leammgton Spa 
Base b a B European 
Championships, B Group 
(to U). Hun 

SaBog Cowes Week (to 10) 


HaonU Men's tournaments, 
Qncronaa. San Marino; 
women’s to urnam e n t, 
Montreal, (to 11) 


RowtagWbrid Champion- 
ships (to 11X Strathclyde 

Eqaaatrianlsai Dublin 
Hone Shear (to 11) 

Korea ledtagHaydock 

Sprint Cup 

CriekBt England v Pakistan, 
Second Ikst (to 12), 
Headin^ey 
Orff US PGA 

nmnipimthip, t hlhatb, 

LouisriDe; Hofae Brucfce 
Open, Litschau, Austria; 
European WPGA 

Qmq aonslrip ( tn 11) 
(veniffitba) 


W MMaUealAAF Grand 
Prix meeting, Monte Cado 
Laod and sand yactaUng 

Fyidclntexnatkmal (to 11 ), 

St Ames 

U FboIliaBUttkwoodsFA 
Charity Shield, Wbnbiqr 


Britain Challeng e 
(to 14 cs 15 Sept 1, Cowes 

W AtMatfcs Great Britain v 
United Stales, Gateshead 
ftmh Men’s tournament, 
Thronur, women's toum- 
ament, San Diego (to 2S) 

n Jtowmrig£bor 

Handicap, Y«k 
Writer sldtog European 
Champonships (to 25), 
Vblknbaek, Denmark 

OO C ricke t England vPakistan, 
XX Third Test (to 26), Oval 
Golf German Open, 
Smngart; women's Tiygg 
Open, ^ inrlchnhn 

(to 25) 

Clpwntrintihiu Blair Castle 
Three-day Event (be Junior 
European Championships) 
(to 25), Perthshire 


AtftietfesIAAF Grand 
Prix meeting, Brussels 


O A Bowls Champicm of 
X ■ Champions singles 
competition. Worthing 





Gtaeos Snc Mb ta aafte Chris 
qcfcEffU 

Cyrtng European 
Mountain Bin Chani pion- 
ships(lo25),IlaIy 


AtotaOcs McDonald’s 
1 Games, Crystal Palace 
Motor rac^f Belgian 
Grand Prix, Spa- 
Francorchamps 
Hocknyr Women’s 
European Under-21 
Nations Cup (to 31), Cardiff 


OC Tennis US Open 
XO Championships (i 


Championships (to 8 Sept). 
Flushing Meadow, 

New York 


Ol Cricket Enpandv 
Ji Pakistan, second or 


Pakistan, second one -day 
international, Edgbaston 
Eqaastriarfsaa British 
Horse Trials Championship 
(to 1 Sept), Gatcombe Park 
AM eBce World Mountain 
Running TrojAy (to 1 Sept), 
Thlfcs, Austra 
Spoo d w a y British Grand 

Prix, London 


September 


Cricket England v 
Pakistan, third one-day 
match, Trent Bridge 

Golf British Masters (to 8), 
Coflingtree ftirk. 
Northampton 

■qoMbtoritare Burghky 
three-day event (to 8), 
Stamford, Lines 

Cricket Nat West Topby 
final. Lord’s 

AHMIcs IAAFGrand Prix 

F inal, ’ Milan 

toils Men’s day court 
event (to 15), Bournemouth 

Motor racing Italian 
Grand Prix, Monza 
RngbyLoaga* Slones 
Biner Premiership final, 
Oknxafford 


Ol Korea racing Ayr Gold 
XX Cup; Min Reef Stakes, 
Nevrixny 

SaHing Grand Mistral 
round the wodd race begins, 
Marseilles 

99 Motor ractog Portuguese 
XX Grand Prix, Estoril 


99 tennis Men’s tournaments 
XO (to 29), Basle, Palermo, 
Koala Lumpur 

9C AOtettcslAAF/Mobil 
X v Grand Prix, Jvlflan 

Bqo erfrfenfca i Horse of the 
Year Show (to 29), Wembley 

OF Golf European Open, 

Xv Dublin; women’s Maredo 
Open (to 29k Hamburg 


International dressage show 
(to 29), Addin goo, Bucks 


9Q tennis Women's Fed Cup 
XO finals (to 29) 

Horse racing Queen 
Elizabeth II Stakes, Ascot 


2 S8yMteo afa e d st ri mmlng 

Natio nal Q>ampiiir^hip s 

(to4Nov) 

Korea ractag Charlie Hall 
Chase, Wetberby 

3 Rn0hy Laagae New 

Zealand v Great Britain. 
Second Test, Palmerston, 
New Zealand 

Athletics New York 
marathon 


tennis Men’s tournaments. 
Stockholm, Moscow, 
Buenos Aires; women’s 

tournaments, Oakland, 
Hong Kong (to 10) 

Horsa racing November 
Handicap, Doncaster 


Sftg bt Global Challen ge 
starts, Southampton 

Korea racing Diadem 
Stakes 

Athl etic s Berlin marathon 


October 


Horsa racteg Cbevetey 
Pari: Stakes. Newmarket 

Eq ues tr ianism Horse of the 
Year Stow ( to rij. Wanhlev 1 
C^eSngWorid Road Race 
Championships (to 6k 
Switzerland 

Golf German Masters: 
women’s Three Nations 
Cup (to 6), Henri-Chapelle, 
Belgium 

Horea racing Middle Park 
Stakes, Newmarket 


5 Kwsarecteg 

Cambridge&hir 


Cambridgeshire Handicap. 
Newmarket 


U terete Women's louma- 
meni, Philadelphia (to 10) 

1 Q tennis ATP Tour Doubles 
XO Championships(to 37) 
W clgli t HfUnfi World 
Powerlifting Championships 
(to 17), Solden. Austria 


1 C Snooker UK Champion- 
Xv ships (to 1 Dec), Guild HalL 
Preston 


1 A Rowteg Thames World 
X VI Sculling Challenge. London 

Horse raci^Mackeson 

Gold Cup, Cheltenham 

n SaSSngBT Global 

Challenge, second leg starts. 
Rio de Janeiro 
AftteBeo Tokro marathon 


tennis Corel WTA Tour 
Championship (to 24). 
New York 


1 Q tennis AJP Tour 
, Xv Championships (to 24'). 
Hanover. Germam 1 

n Go» World Cup of Golf 
(to 24), Cape Town. 

South Africa 

90 Modero BiathlOQ British 
Xv Championships (to 24). 
Macclesfield 
Hors* racing First 
National Gold Cup. Ascot 

9 A RaHymgRac Rally (ro 27), 
Xt Chester 




1 9 tennis Autoglass Clastic 
XX (to 23). Brighton 

1 9 Rugby Le^ie Australia v 
Xv Great Britain, second 
international, Sydney 


M Tennis Men’s tournaments, 
Toulouse. Ostrava and Td 
Aviv; women’s tournament, 
Zurich (to 20) 


1 7 Golf ’Riyota World March 

X J Way Oigmpt n mht p. 

Wentworth; women’s Wodd 
Championship, Cbeju, South 
Korea; women's french 
Open (to 20) 

Hone racing Challenge 
Stakes. Newmarket 

1 O Horae racing Dewfaum 
XO Slakes. Newmarket 

W Horse racing Cesarewitch 
and Champion Stakes, 
Newmarket 
Jodo European Team 
Championships (to 20), St 
Petersburg 

OA tegiyl eogn a Australia V 
XV Great Britain, third 


Great Britain, third 
international match, 
Melbourne 


tennis Davis Cup finals 
(to 1 Dec) 


OA Horse racing Henne&sv 
v V Gold Cup. Newbury 


december 


Handball Women’s 
European Championship 
(to 15), Denmark 


8 Athletics Fukuoka 

marathon, Japan; Honolulu 
marathon 


1 9 Swtamtag National 
XX Winter Championships 
(to 15), Sheffield 


1 A Horse raefag Trip! cprini 

Xt Gold Qtp. Cheltenham 


J C Athletic a European Cross 
Xv County Championships. 
Charleroi, Belghan 

1 O rqnosliluiilmu Olympia 
JLO show jumping champion- 
ships (to 22), London 

W Golf World Championship 
(to 22). TryalL Jamaica 


(to 22). TryalL Jamaica 

Dewfauist : 91 H"*® reciag Bettunvare 

rtce! : Ui Clip. Ascot 

! 26 £ 3 ^?^^ 

siaKes - : SaBqg Sydney 10 Hobart 

_ • race starts 

Team I 

(to 20), St : tyj Horse racte® Welsh 
Z X I National, Cfaepstcu-. 

' ! Christmas Hurdle. 

•Auaraliav : Kempt on 

nrd « — 

• 90 °arte British Opeai to 29), 
; XO Earls Court- London 

-- ■ 

Compiled by Mark Burton 
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1945: The War was over. It was a time of hope, homecomings and unforgettable celebration 


U A if a y I," wrote Sir 
l\/l Stafford Cripps to 
. ▼ -A Winston Churchill 

in December 1945. “as an old 
colleague still imbued with grat- 
itude for all you did for usliur- 
ing the War. send you and 
Clementine my very best wishes 
for a happy Christmas and a 
good New Year.” 

They were sentiments the 
nation doubtless shared - the 
London Evening Standard 
named him its Man of the Year 
- but gratitude had not been 
sufficient to keep Churchill in 
office. Britain's first majority 
Lahour government was 
elected on a landslide vote in 
July 1945. And Cripps himself, 
once Churchill's ambassador 
to Moscow and Minister of 
Aircraft Production, was now 
President of the Board of Trade 
in Clement Attlee's cabinet. 

The War was over, but the 
memory lingered on. The 
Nuremberg trials were under 
way. servicemen and women 
were still scattered all over the 
world - many of them increas- 
ingly frustrated at the slow 
pace of demobilisation - and 
gales were setting mines adrift 
in the Channel. 

Britain was virtually bank- 
rupt - the War had cosi almost 
a quarter of the country's entire 
pre-w ar wealth - and a world- 
wide food crisis loomed, after 
a disastrous wheat crop in 
Europe and North Africa and 
a rice crop in Asia that was 
15 per cent below normal. Just 
before Christinas. Parliament 
voted to accept a £1.1 bn loan 
front the United States. 

Churchill, meanwhile, spent 
Christmas in London, holding 
a family party’ at Hyde Park 
Gate on 22 December, and 
going to the theatre on Boring 
Day to see Henry fl\ Part Two. 
in which Laurence Olivier 
played Mr Justice Shallow 
(after playing Hotspur lhal 
afternoon in Part One). 

Elsewhere that Christmas. 
Kitty and The Stork Club opened 
in London cinemas, and The 
Road to Utopia with Bob Hope 
and Bing Crosby was at the 
Carlton Haymarket. Charlton 
were top of the Football League 
(South): Everton were top of 
the Northern table. Humphrey 
Bogart celebrated his 45th 
birthday on Christmas Day, and 
the writer Jeffrey Bernard, then 
a 13-year-old pupil of Fonthill 
School. East Grinstead. took his 
first drink and was groped by 
Santa Claus in Hamids' Christ- 
mas grotto - though not neces- 
sarily’ in that order. 


Norman Lewis, author of 
Naples '44, was a sergeant 
in the Intelligence Corps. 

Reluming to England just 
before Christmas 1945 after an 
absence of three years, I was 
aware of a slump in the national 
spirits. I had come straight 
from Austria in the aftermath 
of defeat, yet here, after a long- 
delayed victoiy, the mood was 
hardly less drab. Food short- 
ages were worse than in 
wartime. With power cuts, 
freezing houses and the citizens 
of London groping their way by 
torchlight through unlit streets, 
celebrations were understand- 
ably muted. 

A category of sharp-eyed 
young men. for whom the name 
spiv had been coined, never- 
theless exuded unquenchable 
good cheer. They “knew their 
way around" and were instantly 
available as guides to such 
remnants of pleasure as were 
still to be found behind Lhe 
gloomy facades of the post-war 
existence. 

Rationing remained strict and 
the Government had sensibly 
imposed a maximum price to be 
charged for the supposedly aus- 
tere meals restaurants were per- 
mitted to serve. Whether you 
dined aL Lhe Savoy or the hum- 
blest of eating houses, the limit 
was five shillings. As ever, there 
was huge scope for manoeuvre 
here, so that many of those 
unable to take their meals at 
home did quite well, although 
the majority fared badly. 

On Boring night an amiable 
young spiv attached himself and 
led me to a restaurant in 
Romilly Street. Here, peering 
through a curtain dividing (he 



Children queue in an orderly fashion to sign Santa's visitors' book at Harrods. Below, American sailors entertain war orphans at a Christmas party in Marieybone, London 

A most remarkable Christmas 


privileged few from the rest I 
spied one of the guardians of the 
nation’s destiny - instantly 
recognisable from his many 
newspaper photographs - who 
was busying himself with five 
shillings’ worth of pbeasanL For 
those of us on the wrong side of 
the barrier, a well-known Soho 
speciality was bleached horse- 
meal disguised as escalope de 
veau. it was a masterpiece of 
culinary deception, accompa- 
nied bv several glasses of excel- 
lent red .Algerian. Facing the 
night again an hour later, a few’ 
stars had made a furtive appear- 
ance. and hope was reborn. 


Daphne Park (now Baroness 
Park of Monmouth), officer in 
the WTS. 

I was serving in Germany in the 
mixed Anglo-American-French 
unit. I can remember vety clearly 
lhal a friend of mine whom I met 
there, an RAF officer who had 
been in the hands of the Japan- 
ese. had been in Czechoslovakia 
not long before the War and had 
made a lot of friends there. 

On Christmas night he 
invited me to drive with him 
into the Black Forest - it was a 
very snowy night - and after a 
while we came to a farm of sorts 
in the middle of (he forest. 1 
remember there was a great big 
bam, and as we drew near I 
could hear music. Inside were 
some circus riders with horses, 
dancing to music - it was an 
amazing scene. It turned out 
that they were either circus 
people or gypsies, and that 
they had managed to hide these 
trained horses first from the 
Germans and then from the 
American army, who wanted to 
requisition all good horses. 

Robbie knew these people 


before the War and had some- 
how got in touch with them, 
and they had asked him to 
come along on Christmas 
night. We drank punch, and 
he brought some cigarettes, 
which were like currency in 
those days, and I had some 
chocolates. I remember there 
were some children there, 
too. It was a wonderful expe- 
rience because at that time, 
only six months after the end 
of the War, we were still 
under orders not to frater- 
nise. and a lot of young Nazis 
in Bavaria were still attacking 
our troops and laying am- 
bushes on the autobahns. So, 
to find this atmosphere of 
friendship and to have had 
this amazing coming together 
of people is something I'll 
always remember. 


BBI Lead beater, leading hand 
in the Royal Navy. 

I was on a ship called the HMS 
Prince Albert. We were out in 
the Far East and we were trans- 
porting a group of Dutch ex- 
prisoners of war who had been 
held by the Japanese. They 
were being taken from Pa dang 
in Western Sumatra round lo 
the capital. Madana; they were 
mainly women and children 
because the Japanese had sep- 
arated them from the men. 

We were going to have a 
Christmas dinner on board and 
the cook had purchased a load 
of chickens from the Naafi: 
each member of the crew was 
going to have half a chicken as 
his Christmas dinner, and nat- 
urally we were all looking for- 
ward to this. However, in view 
of all these refugees on board, 
a movement grew among the 
crew that it would seem a little 



disgusting if we were all sitting 
down to chicken while the 
refugees were given normal 
Navy rations. We hadn't any 
extra food on board, so we 
voted to let them have it; and we 
took our mess tables up to the 
upper deck - we were round 
about the Equator - and served 
them our Christmas dinner. 

They were absolutely’ over- 
whelmed by this generosity 
because this was the first time 
they’d had freedom, although 
the War had ended in August, 
and this was their first meeting 
with white people in over four 
years. It was only a relatively 
short voyage, but it was amaz- 


ing what friendships were struck 
up between the children and the 
crew. It was one of the best 
things I ever did in the Navy. 


Leslie Phillips, 
film actor. 
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I came out of the Array just 
before the end of the War. I 
was invalided out - a boy when 
it started and an officer when 
it ended, i went back to the 
theatre because I couldn't 
think of anything else to do. 

I have a strong recollection of 
that first Christmas after the 
War and the period between 
Christmas and New Year. There 
was mad. lunatic behaviour in 
Piccadilly Circus. Everyone 
went bonkers. I had never seen 
so many people go bonkers. I 
was with a pal who had served 
in submarines and been 
invalided out The two of us met 
up and went equally bonkers. 

Wc*d all been in the War. 
even those who weren’t in the 
services - people had lost fam- 
ilies, houses, limbs - and there 
was delighl that there was no 
more killing. Everyone was so 
open and "friendly. You just 
went into places - restaurants, 
hotels, people's rooms. A whole 
solid mass of hysterical people 
staring at Eros. 


Martha Gellhom, war corre- 
spondent for New Ytxkrbased 
Collier’s Weekly. 

I must have been in Berlin 
with the American occupying 
force, writing about the 82nd 
Airborne Division, whom I'd 


been with through the War. The 
city was snow-covered and 
looked like jagged teeth 
because it was bombed out and 
devastated. I may say we didn't 
care. 

The Americans really 
wanted to go home and were 
anxious to leave. They weren't 
supposed to fraternise with the 
“Froleens", but, as anything 
could be bought with a cigarette 
or chocolate, it was probably 
happening but hidden from 
view. 

The Germans were very dis- 
tressed, but we had absolutely 
no sympathy for them because 
we had seen the devastation 
they had caused. We were very 
stony about them. 


Michael Alexander, writer 
and Colifitz PoW, captain in 
the 2nd SAS regiment. 

On Christmas Day 1945, I 
stood on the platform at Calais 
station frying to board the 
rubber-tyred train known as 
“la Michelme" bound for 
Paris. All seats were reserved 
for VIPs. It was the only train 
of the day. I had lost my bet 
that I would have Christmas 
dinner in the then-forbidden 
capital. 

I should not have been at 
Calais at ail. Military condi- 
tions still prevailed there. Sta- 
tioned near Colchester with the 
2nd SAS regiment, with a dubi- 
ous mission to Chunking hap- 
pily aborted, I had borrowed 
the regimental motorboat 
moored on a local river and 
with two brother officers 
chugged down the east coast 


and across the Channel for a 
clandestine landing,. We 
attended the Christmas Eve 
Ball at the Hotel de Ville 
unchallenged and un ticketed. 

We met our Waterloo next 
morning on Calais station. As 
“la Michelme" moved off, a 
bossy major asked for our 
papers and ordered us to leave 
town. We got into our little boat 
and headed for home. Christ- 
mas Day in an open boat on a 
wet and windy Channel without 
our loved ones was a flop. Tb 
make matters worse, we got 
stuck on a sandbank and had to 
get out and push -an odd sen- 
sation out of sight of land. 


Beryl Bafnbridge, novelist, 
was a schoolgirl in Formby, 
Lancashire. 

We were near some pine 
woods, so we had a Christmas 
tree, though there weren’tyery 
many to be had that Christmas. 
I remember deooradons bemg 
up in the hah, and everybody 
put a small Christmas tree- 
type thing in the window- to . 
show they were, celebrating. 
We went to the carol sendee on 
Christmas Eve at the local 
churdb, and there was mulled 
wine afterwards - that was a 
sort of social do - but from 
Christmas morning onwards, 
unless you were going to see . 
relatives, you kept in the house 
all day. 

Rationing was still in, though 
people didn't seem to care 
much about that What people 
had done each Christmas chir- 
ing the War was “buy" a pig 
from the local farmer, keep the 
kitchen scraps and give them to 
the farmer to give the pig -and 
then at Christinas you’d have 
your ham. I remember my 
father going into Liverpool to 
the wonderful half-covered 
market to buy turkey and ham, 
and waiting until half-past six 
when they cut the prices. We 
had sixpenny bits in the Christ- 
mas pudding, which were 
cleaned with HP sauce, and 
there was very little to drink - 
just sherry really, not very much 
at alL The church choir came 
round and sang a whole hymn 
at the gates - they didn't come 
to the door -and then one per- 
son would come round the 
houses and collect donations. 

1 suppose we're talking here 
about people who were sort of 
lower middle class, and who 
were trying to climb upwards^ . 
and they didn’t go out to the 
pubs at Christmas; that was 
considered not vety nice. On 
Boxing Day the in-laws came, 
usually by train from wherever 
they lived, and you all had high 
tea - turkey and ham. There 
was. of course, no telly, so you 
sang songs round the piano, 
which was rather nice, and the 


•A 

iA- r 


laddies did recitations, and we 

played charades. More gener- 
ally, I suppose there was a feof 

different, that the Tbries had 
fr arf their day, Churchill had 
been wonderful during the 
War, but the minute it was over 
they turned on him 


Dame Barbara Carttand, Hon 
Junior Commander bi the 
ATS, lady welfare officer and 
librarian to afl sendees in 
Bedfordshire. 

Both my brothers were killed at 
Dunkirk, and my husband died 
later from the wounds- begot 
wbsm.be was 18 in the First 
Work! War, so you wouldn’t 
feel Christmas was a frightfully 

j riam orons or exciting time that 

; year, but we wanted the children 
to enjoy it- 1 had small dnkJren. 

During the War I was in the 
ATS and looked after 50,000 
.troops, and because I was the 
only lady welfare officer I 
.bought thousands of wedding 
dresses that Christmas, which 
they kqrt at the War Office so 
that everyone could get mar r i ed 
in white. In {act, couples still 
obmeuptome now and sty, “It 
was. doe to yon lhai we were 
able to get married in white." 
So it wasn’t heavy gloom aO the 
time, but I still missed my 
brothers terribly, it was rather 
a sad Christmas, but I have 
always believed it was a tone for 
the children. • 


Jean White, trainee teacher 
hi Canterbury. . 

. We were still very heavily 
rationed, of course, so there 
weren’t very great festivities. 
We were quite lucky because 
our father kept hens, so we had 
one for the table, and also you 
were allowed extra food if you 
sold your eggs. 

As far as decorating the 
house was concerned, there 
was nothing - we had to make 
all our own. We made them out 
of sweetie papers, milk bottle 
tops, all those sorts of things, 
and we couldn’t get a proper 
Christmas tree^ so we painted 
the branch of an apple tree and 

tiling the things O P that. . 

Everything was desperately 
shabby because we weren't able 
to paint oar ho uses or decorate 
many way. but what was lovely 
was that there was ho blackout, 
so we could, shine candles out 
into tbesfreetWbweanealso all 
terribly short of fiiql, and were 
consequently very. cold. My sis- 
ter stored in bead most of the 
day to keep warm. 


Kenneth Clark, corporal in 
the Royal Engineers, 

A Christmas Day spent in an 
unseasonably hot plaice is always 
memorable, even though 
Christmas 1945 was such a tong 
while ago. .. . 

The hot place was Jamaica, a 
delightful island to be sent to at 
the age of 18 to serve your 
National Service. We office 
wallahs were looking after the 
paperwork of an infantry bal- 
tahon stationed in the cokray in 
case of dvil unrest {there wasn’t 
any). After six months the 
beaches bored ds and three of us 
decided to climb to foe change 
of air camp AOOOft above 
' Kmgs tnn for'Chiistmas dinner. 

Qur garb reflededour odd 
states: l^mnft^trepMal shnts 
above Jchatf shorts, ^anuy boots 
and ruckSacks.We scion passed 
through ^foe ^ black suburbs and 
- ewer foe watered gardens of foe 
white district' . : 

The real climb began on 
the dusty road snaking up the 
mountainside. !We .scrambled 
up the steeper pathways that 
crossed and recrossed the 
road. Sweetwpod, wild fig, 
orange trees (very, green 
oranges) and giant fern sur- 
rounded us as we reached the 
lusher heights.. And the soli- 
taire bird saagtp us, ahigh anri 
low note , sounding, “sweet 
song sweet song". . . 

So we reached Newcastle, its 
19th-century tyuxacfc rooms 
and bungalows perched on the 
terraces and' half-hidden by 
trees. Socks arid boots were 
removed on the ^4aafi veran- 
dah, and wewere brought beer 
by a German prisoner of war. 
(The presence of these men 
was one of the many surprises 
of Jamaican - they were 
mainly merchant seamen 
caught at sea on the outbreak 
ofwac.) .; 

The tropical sunse t was soon 
upon us - pink,' purple, light 
green, Hlac, deep purple, black 
blade; always foe sarnie magic, 
but bn this- Christmas i^gtrt we 
looked down on the twtekling 
lights of Kingston far. below, 
their pattern reflected by the 
fireflies winking on off in 
nearbytrees. 

And at midnight we lit a nos- 
talgic wood fire m the bare bun- 
galow we bad ‘‘borrowed’’ and 
settled dowhnhdef blankets to 
sleep in the firelight. 

On Bopring'Day we decided ; 
to -climb to . the, top of Blue 
Mouufc^And we did_ - 

. ;'' ioterwews by 

Richard Preston and 
.Scott Hoghes 
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— U * ^ lle| y retraces the steps of the Three Wise Men through Syria, Jordan 
and finally to Bethlehem - through a world in which many things have 
remained unchanged despite centuries of political turmoil 

y of the modern magi 



crept swiftlydewn 
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It is stiD a region of turmoil and 
poKtkaJ tension; Jt'fs.stzD dominated 
by imperial powers of one -kfod or 
another. In those days control had 
recently passed from Alexander the 
Great m the east to tbe west of Impe- 
rial Rome, ft sapolaiity that remains 
today, with an Israel winch looksto the 
west anda Palestine which looks east, 
to Mecca. Outside the Saracen castle, 
even before the sky was completely 
dark, a angle star appeared There axe 
dozens of theories about the Star .of 
Bethlehem: # may have beat a super- 
nova or a comet But it is most likely 
to have been created by a conjunction 
of Jupiter with another planet, Saturn. 

A triple conjunction took place m 
the zodiacal constellation of Pisces in 
the year 6BC (the year in which his- 
torians now think Christ wasbonr). 
The Magi had the pfemet that repre- 
sented die ruler of me world (Jupiter) 
conjoined with fee 7 star of Palestrae 
(Saturn; which was also die star of jus- 
tice) in the consteHation of the Jews 
(Pisces). Tb a Parthian magus k would 
have signalled that a ruler- qf 
world’s last days was about to be born 
among the Hebrews nr Palestine. 

' ~ ' The Ma# tirofl^d'gBkSaftabk Jar! 
a temporal monarch -'grfd, a symbol 
of wealth; frankincense^ a smn of 
authority; ’andmyrrh. an embalming 
spice, which spoke trf sorrow. They are 
symbols which sti& speakof life in the 
Middle East today. 

' A -week’s earned ride from Palmyra 
lies Damascus, the oldest continuously' 
occupied city in the world. Its ancient . 
spice market, a bhir of bright colours, 
exotic smells and bard bargaining had 
frankincense in plenty. It was appro- 
priate, for the' capital is One .of die 
region's centres of pdwer..In the days 
of the Magi it was an important 
province of the Roman Empire. Tfcday 
it is' the most formidable of Israel's 
neighbours. 

hi the coffee houses and foun- 
Urined-conrtyards of Damascus, the 
talk was of ZsaeL .Bor public con- 
sumption the rhetoric was uncotn- 
pronrisragr’The Golan. Heights are 
ours. Them can be no compromise. 
The Israels must withdraw.” . • 

In psdnhEde, however, ft was all mom 
nuanced. The Fbrej^. Minister, I was 
toldb^roc»s^ briefed annyofficcas 
and Ba’ath party officials about the 
potential benefits ofpeace. The Quote 
for the Day carried by the state-oon- 
trolled newspaper hetpendyhowccra- 
stitutes a message for p e ac e. Only 
days after .we left the city 'it was 
announced thrt negotiations beftwen ' 
SyriaandferadaretoieocranneiKxm 

the new year. ^ _ • 

I nAnunan,aK(tfJoFdanVChris- 
tias leaders, ft Moussa Adefi, an ' 
Arab by birth and a Mefchue ' 
priest of die Latin rife, fesued anurri-.. 
tation to dinel He was preoccupied 
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Palmyra: for thousands of years an oasis in the Syrian desert and still a region of political tension 
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of the unendtog stream TO his doonrf 
t raqTc who have crossed die border in 
search of help. Christian and Mufeferi 
alike, they are notjust poor but mat 
nounhed and made desraerate^tiie 
economic collapse of their country 
under United Nations sanctions fbl- 
lowing the Gulf Vfar. . 

“H^ numbers of OTdinaiy people- 

are gomg hungry, many mstmvinfc 
many more are iB — deprived of med- 
icine as well as food,** be said He gives 
them food, where he can, and org- 
anises relief operations into parts of 
the country thatcan easily be reached 
r»7in Amman. . B . 

of SaSSHussem. bat be was vehe- 
ment, in his advocacy of tteuwdtea 
jay in. poBcy by the UN, to.fift the 

sanations. r 

“In Iraq, people are losing part of 
their hrnnamhy.-hesaidL TbepKUnehe 
painted was one that, in other OTto: 
stances, would be the subject ar-dra- 
aiatic «nwer^e by the wodoistetevigop 
companies. “If you want to know wbat 
bell w l&e,” amended PcMousawuh 


ocvaaiai n i B aw^-»— yj. r. — , » . 

hi Jwdan, we had round myrrh, real 
sqqow. The source of that sasrow, Iraq, 
wasofftbe WiseMan traiL^ Weupe m 
sean* OS the thkd gift goW- So we 
headed for Jerusalem, the. centre m 
wfaarii sS the im porta nt 'prfafcal and 


Jaud*aii»denj,iesicmiaMning^ 

state. Eyoywftere uewbuadfcgS were 


being thrown up as if they had 
descended. overnight upon the land 
The desert bloomed. 

But atwhat cost? The water for Irri- 
gation, daun the Palestinians, is stolen 

from them: die Israelis take 80 per 
cent of tbe.imdeiground water. On the 
West Bank, 120,000 Jewish settlers 
take some 60 million cubic metres of 
water ayear, leaving only 137 milhon 
cubic metres between the 1J million 
ftticstmiass; 60per cait aflsraeli land 
isftrigated, compared with only 6 per 
cent of Palestinian land. And Pales- 
tinians have- been prohibited since 
■ 1967from digging new wells. 

; The Western Wdl of the Tfemple in 
Jerusalem is a ^te of great holiness to 
Jews; historically, it is one of the few 
parts of the city that stands from the 
time of Christ’sbirth. Ths was Herod's 
. temple. The Magi most have stood at 
the place at some tune;; They were, 
after alk^ “invited” by the tyrant to^ visit 
him there. It is only a' few hundred 
-yaudsfromtlwgi^IslamicandChris- 
tour shrine, the Dbme of the Rock and 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 

It was almost&jsk; theSabbath had 
begun. Our guide, an Arab Christian, 
was bnisqnety refused entrance even 
though belowbfash tourists wandered 
the vast co urtyard before the huge 
stones of all that remains of Heroctian 
glory. Then from die distance, the 
sound of singing could be beard: A 
"phalanx of men appeared, their arms 
round eajCb oflKT’s shoulders, all wear- 
ing skullcaps and some with fringed 
: prayer shawls. They, danced in shuf- 
fling tittle steps across the yard like a 
rippling centipede. Their singing was 
stentorian and s^gresrive. • 

; It was as i&here, religion was some 
kind of competition,, a contest in 
excess, rafber than a call to inner 
development- In places Hke this there 
is something about the collective reE- 
: gjous esqjerkmce that seems triviaBs- 
ing , superstitious and oppressive. 
r«dwvl, Jerusalem has. not changed 
once Chrisds day: here religion is 

power, theaibjugator ofindividnali^, 
an. oppressor. A few days later the 
TsracB Prime Nfinisicr, Ylfehak Rabin, 


was to die at the hands of a religious 
extremist. In Jerusalem, religion seems 
a rode not to be built upon but to be 
stumbled over, broken upon. 

B ut it has always drawn people as 
welL ft Jerome Murphy O’Con- 
nor, one of the leading authori- 
ties in biblical archaeology at the Ecole 
Bib&que in the dty had great doubts 
about the veracity of the Magi’ s story. 
“You’re talking about a metaphor but 
a very po w erful metaphor," he said, 
looking over Jerusalem from the roof 
of the college- “You might find the mod- 
ern equivalents of the story in the 
experiencesofrefugeesinsomanydif- 
fcrent countries - people guided by dr- 
cnmstances over which they have no 
control” 

Thai is an experience which is more 
common in our time than ever before 


- in the past 10 years the number of 
refugees and displaced people in the 
world has doubled - there are today 
some 20 million people without a 
home. “The Holy ftmfly were forced 
out of Bethlehem; they first went to 
Egypt, bnt even later they couldn't 
come back to Judaea because the next 
regime was just as bad," said Fir 
Jerome. “That’s why they eventually 
ended up in Nazareth, where a new 
dty was being buflL That sort of 
’guidance’ resonates in our experience 
much more than the stoiy of a star.” 

Not far from Bethlehem is Deisba, 
a refugee camp for about 2,000 Pales- 
tinians. Perhaps that is the place 
where modern magi should seek a 
child to be bom: not in wealth or 
power but on the margins of what the 
world holds to be important. 

And so, the next day. we covered 



Photograph: Paul Vallefy 

the final dozen or so miles of the jour- 
ney. to Bethlehem. After all the grand 
history of Palmyra, Damascus and 
Jerusalem this final destination was a 
run-down, seemingly seedy little town 
where life looked very ordinary with 
shopkeepers setting out their stalls in 
its narrow streets in front of graffiti- 
painted walls. 

Entering Manger Square, the eye 
was drawn not to the basilica or even 
the new tourist shopping centre but to 
the police station with its lookout 
lower. Soldiers, casually swinging their 
arms, wandered around the square, 
much as members of the occupying 
Roman army must have done Z.000 
years before. Bethlehem was in Arab 
hands until it was occupied by Israel 
during the Six Day War in 1967. But 
tilings were changing. The Israeli 
troops were preparing for a with- 
drawal in the week before Christmas 
as part of the peace plan to hand over 
West Bank towns to new Palestinian 
authorities. 

Behind it all stood the basilica, a big 
buflding with a tiny door, only 4ft high. 
We stooped and entered. It was not yet 
Sam, but inside they were singing 
already. The Church of the Nativity 
stands over the cave identified by the 
second-century Christian apologist, 
Justin Martyr; it was built try Helena, 
the mother of the first Christian 
Roman Emperor, Constantine. In the 
grotto beneath the altar we crawled on 
all fours to the spot where the birth is 
said to have taken place. How could 
anyone know this, part of me rumbled 
sceptically. But another part won- 
dered in a different way about the grey 
slate floor that lies beneath the mar- 
ble and silver. 

But in the end there was nothing 
there, apart from the residue of the 
veneration of millions of believers 
across the ages. Christ was born in a 
meaner place. He is not here, I 
thought, and wondered how far it was 
to the refugee camp at Deisba. 

‘Modem Magi’, produced by Christine 
Morgan, can be heard on Radio 4 on 
Saturday 30 December at 11.02am. 
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Tartan terrors 
of Mr Blair 


houlJ Tony Blair come m power and 
1 things go pear-shaped, taxes might 
rise, hospiials mighl elose and squeegee 
merchants might stand poised and threat- 
ening at even. urban road junction, but he 
and new Labour uutild never renege on 
their promise to sei up a Scottish parlia- 
ment. Thai there should he devolution for 
Scotland is us cast-iron a commitment as 
a political part} has ever made. 

But. .is we reported \ esterdav . Labour 
is still wrestling with I he ancient bugbear 
of allowing limited home rule in Scotland 
- the fabled Wesi Lothian question. 
.Asked most louJIv in the late Seventies 
hv the Labour MP IorWest Lothian. Tam 
Da hell, the quest inn is this: how can it he 
right for Scots MPs in Westminster to be 
allowed lo exercise their votes and voices 
on mailers alleeting the lives of non -Scots, 
when English MPs may nut do so over 
Scottish concerns? 

One possibility, discussed by the Kil- 
hrandon Commission back in 1^73. was 
no! to haw Scots MPs at all. leaving West- 
minster as an English. Welsh | and North- 
ern Irish) parliament. But this would 
either deprive the Scots of a voice on 
defence and foreign policy, or would he 
tantamount to full independence. 
Another answer, posed by the Callaghan 
government in its ill-fated Scotland Act 
of 197K. was to have u two-week cooling- 
off period on any vine primarily affecting 
England and Wales, in w hich the votes of 
Scots MPs had been decisive. It is hard 
in imagine such a recipe for confusion 
finding favour now. 

That was why Labour turned to 
regional assemblies for England. If the 
English were to have their own little par- 
liaments. exercising local power, then all 
would be in balance. Londoners. Scots, 
the Welsh. West Country folk etc - all 
would enjoy similar autonomy, while 
sending MPs to the House to decide 
national policy. QED. 

Except, as Labour finally admitted to 
itself Iasi year, the English do not actu- 


ally want a new tier of regional govern- 
ment. If anything, they fancy rather less 
govemmeni altogether. . 

Return to square one, then. This 
explains why Mr Blair is planning a new 
commission to think up some good 
answers to the West Lothian question in 
Lime for the next election. What might it 
come up with? 

One recommendation it could make is 
simply to stop asking the question. The 
(unwritten) British constitution is full of 
anomalies, including the proposed status 
of Northern Ireland, this argument runs. 
And there is a great deal to be said for it. 
Despite all that has been said and writ- 
ten on the subject, it is impossible to 
detect any backlash against the cam- 
paign for Scottish autonomy in the rest of 
Britain. The chances are that the passage 
of legislation to allow a Scottish parlia- 
mem would attract little active resistance 
in the fens of East Anglia or the back 
streets of Manchester. 

No - any trouble will come later, when 
unpopular measures for England and 
Wales are passed with the support of Scots 
MPs. Especially since it would then be dis- 
covered that the Scots have roughly one 
MP for every 70.000 people, while the rest 
of the country has only one for every 
01.000. That is why Labour is now under 
such pressure to countenance the reduc- 
tion of the number of Scots members 
from 72. 

Labour's problem is obvious. It holds 
the vast majority of Scottish seats - so 
a reduction would make Labour gov- 
ernments less sustainable. Unless. 
Unless Mr Blair's parly also endorses the 
idea of ruling in co-operation with the 
Liberal Democrats and accepting some 
form of electoral reform. Which, 
coincidentally, is what Peter Mandelson 
says he was wrongly quoted as advocat- 
ing before Christmas. And - as we all 
know - a Mandelson misquote one 
week has a habit of becoming Labour 
policy the next. 



callers got 
man 


S eventy-seven thousand self-selecting 
telephone callers do not necessarily 
constitute a reliable test nr the nation's 
mood. Some of those who - in the four 
hours available -called the BBC Radio 4 
Today programme's poll for Personality of 
the Year mav have been solicited to do so 
by political parties, mav have followed the 
old Ulster prceepi of “vote early, vote 
often", or may have got the number for 
Tony Blair mixed up with that for the 
Queen Mother - it is easily done. 

Nevertheless, their choice of the Lon- 
don headmaster Philip Lawrence - who 
was murdered while attempting to break 
up a fighl outside his school - is of great 
intcrcM. Of course, he had just been in the 
news - but so hud the Princess of Wales 
l fourth). True, lie had been killed, and 
there is always a sympathy vote - but this 
was also the case with Yitzhak Rabin 
( third ). Somcihing more than the obvious 
was going on. 

Mr Lawrence was a victim of a phe- 
nomenon that fills many of us with great 
anxiety and fear. That a group of young 
boys in pursuit of a trivial feud were pre- 
pared to use deadly violence against an 
innocent man exemplifies the culture nf 
arbitrary lawlessness that seems lo have 
seized sections < if our youth. The murder 
highlighted other stories of gangs roam- 


ing school premises looking for victims, 
of the widespread possession and easy 
availability of the types of blades that 
never grace a kitchen, and of authority 
held in complete contempt by teenagers. 
Finally, it suggested what can be the fate 
of those citizens who “have a go**, whose 
conscience docs not allow them to pass 
by. So the vote for Mr Lawrence may 
retied our pessimism in the face of dis- 
integration and brutishness. 

There is a more hopeful interpretation 
available. Mr Lawrence could probably 
have fashioned a successful teaching 
career anywhere in the profession. Edu- 
cated at a public school himself, he would 
have risen in the private sector, teaching 
bright, confident children from privi- 
leged homes. But that was not what he 
wanted. The challenge for him - as it is 
for us - was how to educate the children 
from the inner city and the sink estates. 
He did it by exercising imagination in his 
teaching methods, by demanding high 
standards from his pupils and ty con- 
structing a safe environment for them to 
learn in. 

Mr Lawrence was a citizen activist, a 
man who understood that individuals 
have lo take action for a community to 
prosper. He is. therefore, an appropriate 
and a wise choice as the man of 1995. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Cardiff has been saved from an operatic folly 


From Ms Liz Mahoney 
Sin According to Lord Crick- 
howell. chairman of the Cardiff 
Bay Opera House Trust, the Mil- 
lennium Commission's refusal to 
fund the proposed opera house 
is "incomprehensible”. 

The only "incomprehensible" 
aspect of the Cardiff Bay Opera 
House shambles is the arrogance 
of the Cardiff Bay Opera House 
Trust and the Cardiff Bay Devel- 
opment Corporation. The opera 
bouse trust has spent millions of 
pounds of public money on sup- 
porting a design that was unpop- 
ular and over budget. The Mil- 
lennium Commission knew 
better. 

It is not yet clear why Cardiff 
Bay Development Corporation 
poured public money into the 
opera house trust, despite mas- 
sive public opposition to Zaha 
Hadid's “crystal necklace'* 
design. The then Heritage Sec- 
retary. Stephen DorreU, Insisted 
almost a year ago that 
The last thing we want out or the 
Mille nnium Commission is a 
group of while elephants, so 
it’s public support that really 
matters. 

The trust planned to seek pri- 
vate investment totalling £40m, 
but ignored the fact that the 
Cardiff Bay Business Forum 
voted overwhelmingly for Pro- 
fessor Manfredi Nicoletti's “glass 
wave", after presentations to 
forum members from Zaha 
Hadid. Manfredi Nicoletti. 
Norman Foster and Itsuko 
Hasegawa. 

The suggestion in 1994 by 
Mathew Prichard, former chair- 
man of the opera house trust, that 


“Cardiff will be a focus of the 
world in architecture because we 
have had the courage to choose 
a radical design" has returned to 
haunt Cardiff. 

Yours sincerely, 

Liz Mahoney" 

Cardiff 
23 December 

From Mr Peter Hirsch 
Sin Except for those who would 
have lottery money at any price 
and those who regard a rejection 
on any grounds as yet another 
insult to Wales, few people will be 
sorry that the design chosen and 
put forward for grant-aid has 
been rejected {report. 23 Decem- 
ber;. Many, indeed, will be 
relieved that an unpopular design 
will not be imposed upon an 
uninterested populace. 

Most will not care: the design 
did not capture their imagination. 
Boxy and ungraceful in appear- 
ance, it looks too much like many 
Sixties buildings now in terminal 
decay. Comparatively expensive, 
it was regarded by all except the 
selection committee as less prac- 
tical and attractive than several 
other designs, notably Nicoletti's 
“glass wave". This folly was likely 
to be difficult to till and so 
finance: to keep clean and so 
attract visitors. 

An opera house should have 
both elegance and utility*. 
Because of the highbrow associ- 
ation. it should have been called 
anything but an “opera house". 
But it should still have style, be 
in keeping with its surroundings 
and have wide, popular appeal. 
Several other designs met these 
criteria. They would haw been 


supported and filled by the pub- 
lic. A controversial budding, pri- 
marily for putting on shows with 
minority appeal, would be 
unlikely to be viable and so would 
not have been a proper way to 
spend public money. 

If Lord Crickhowell and his 
committee want to win this one, 
they should change now to a 
design that commands wide- 
spread public enthusiasm and 
support and then resubmit their 
application. 

Yours faithfully, 

Peter Hirsch 

Coedarhydyglyn. near Cardiff 
23 December 

From Dr Gordon Wilson 
Sir: I was intrigued by the 
u nimagin ative assumptions im- 
plicit in your headline, “No dar- 
ing. no imagination, just cycle 
paths" (23 December), and the 
article that followed. L too. long 
to dare, and both cycle paths and 
opera bouses feature in my 
hopes. A traffic-free cycle ride 
and a beautifully sung aria feed 
my emotions in similar ways. So 
I imagine that Wiles gets its new 
opera house but not a car park to 
go with iL I imagine that it has a 
covered, secure cycle park, and a 
public transport system to get 
everyone else there. 

Finally, 1 imagine that my pro- 
' is funded by reparations 
>m those who have so unimag- 
inatively waged war on the qual- 
ity of life in this country for the 
past 16 years. 

Yours faithfully, 

Gordon Wilson 
Leeds 

25 December 


Ask the parents 

From Mr David Mann and Mrs 
Daphne Mann 

Sir In her article “Whose child is 
this anyway?" (2U December). 
Mary Braid highlights the Kafka- 
esque world in wfiich parents of 
severely mentally handicapped 
people find themselves because 


of the attitude of many social 
workers. The assumption that all 
people disabled in this way can 
make decisions about their lives 
and be treated as if they were 
normal is stupid anJ cruel. The 
tendency to disregard the views 
of parents who have looked after 
them for many years is offensive. 

While most mentallv handi- 



■he Queen's Christmas message to 
the Commonwealth was deliv- 
ered in two different versions this 
year. One was the version seen on 
British television, and one was a spe- 
cial version done in Her Majesty's 
verv own special French lor (he Cana- 
dian market. Here it is ... 

"Messieurs, mesdames. perils 
eolants et hebes dc Canada. 

“C'csl vutre reine ici. 

-“Oui. Elizabeth No 2. a Londres. 

~Un bon Noel a vous tous! 

"Vous avest. I expect, beau coup do 
ncise au Canada. Un Noel Wane. El 
votes avez bcaucoup de luck! 

“Ici cn Anglcterre. no such luck. 

“Ici en Anglcterre. chaque unnec. 
vear after year, nous disnns: 'Well, 
pensez-vous que nous jurons un 
while Christmas?' El chaque annee 
le weatherman dit: Well, ies condi- 
tions soni en position pour un while 
Christmas! Oui. vous avez un vent qui 
vicnl direetemenl de Siberia. Ies clear 
skies en night-time, basse humidiic. 
etc. etc!' 

“El chaque annec, sur Christmas 
D:w dans le matin. )es perils enfanLs 
sauient de leurs lits pour allcr a la 
tVnctre et regarder s'il y a de hi ncige 
dans le jardm. Et chaque annee le 
same old story - no snow! Un grey 
Christmas! Et les bookmakers disenri 
■Ah ha! Tbus Ies punters qui ont mis 



Ici le royal low-down 


MILES KINGTON 


une fortune sur un white Christmas! 
Nous avons fait un killing! Chaque 
annee la mime hisloire! Pauvres 
vieux punters, ha ha ha! Ils nc vom 
jamais apprendre ..." 

“Of course, en Scotland e’est dif- 
ferent A Balmoral e'est different En 
Ecossc il y a des blizzards et des drifts 
de neige a 10ft (trois metres) de pro- 
fondeur et des gusts de vent a 
1 Mmph ( ISOkph). et il y a aussi tous 
Ies Scotsmen qui disent: *Mon dieu 
- e’est un bon weather pour Ies brass 
monkeys 

“Mais vous ne voycz pas tout cela 
sur la TV de London. Ah non. le 
white Christmas en Perthshire est 
nothing dans le London press. Un 
blizzard dans Scotland, cc n'est pas 
news a London. Si vous avez une 
petite hurricane a Wimbledon el un 
roof-slalc lombe sur un passer-by. 
mon Dieu. c'csl headline news 5 
London! Mais si vous avez un total 


white-out dans ies Highlands, e'est un 
matter de presque totale indifference 
aux media de London. 

“C'est la me me chose au Canada. 
1 expecL Au Canada vous avez 3.000 
kilometres de freeze-up pour Christ- 
mas. avec des big icicles cum me des 
bicycles, ct e'est non-news elsewhere, 
n'est-ee pas? 

“Oui. j'en suis sur. 

“Well, enough petit talk. 

“Vous n’avez pas switched on la TV 
pour un peu de chit-chat royal. 

“Vous ne voulcz pas ecouter raes 
opinions sur lc weather, right? Right. 

“ Vous voulcz ecouter le low-down 
sur Princess Diana, et le hoo-ha a 
Buckingham Palace, n esi-cc pas? 

“Vous voulez ecouter mes opinions 
sur Ies goings on de Princess Diana 
et Fcrgie et lout le royal rat-pack? 

“Eh bien, voila ce que je pense. Je 
pense que la divorce vaveniren 199t>. 
Oui. royal-wise, 1996 sera Lc Year de 
Royal Divorce. 

“Mon petit fils Charles, el cette 
hoyden Diana - divorce! Mon petit 
Andrew et cette dreadful Fcrgie - 
divorce! Moi et lc Due d’Edimbourg 
- divorce! 

“Non. e'est une joke. Ce n'esl pas 
une question dc divorce avec mot ct 
mon hubby royal. Moi et Phil le 
Grec. nous sommes dans un stable 
relationship. Actually, c'csl une petite 


joke avec mon man el moi. Philip dit: 
‘Elizabeth et moi sont dans un stable 
relationship. Elle est loujours dans le 
stable avec les chevaux!' 

“Philip a un grand sense d'humour 
com me £L 

"Entrc vous ct moi. un sense 
d'humour est ires necessaire quand 
vous etes la Reinc de I' UK- Tres. ires 
necessaire. C'csl un job tres serieux. 
QuanJ John Major rend vKite a 
Buckingham Palace, e'est yawn- 
time. Non. e'est mega-yawn -lime, 
comme dit Fcrgie. Mais’il est drole 
aussi. Monsieur Major, sans le 
savoir ... 

“Anyway, mon time est presque up. 
et dans un moment vous avez un car- 
toon du Christmas Carol. ou Monsieur 
Bean fan son Christmas Shopping, ou 
queique rubbish comme . Done, un 
bon Noel. God save the Common- 
wealth. Nous sommes unc grande 
famille de nations, un message dc 
goodwill partout. keep the Unon 
Jack burning, etc. etc. except in Nige- 
ria. Nigeria a etc tres naughty cette 
annee. ce business de Ken Saru- 
Vw'iwa. tres nvauvais business, tut. tut. 
messieurs, mais anyway, tout le nor- 
mal Commonwealth guff est sur 
Ceel'ax ER1I. 

“Au rcvoir. tout lc monde. See you 
prochain Noel. Vive lc Quebec fibre ! 
Roger, over ct out." 


capped people can live at home 
or in normal surroundings, there 
are some who need the freedom 
of a campus “village" develop- 
ment. as advocated % Rescare, in 
which they can move around 
unaccompanied and in safety and 
go to day services on their own. 
To place such people in an ordi- 
nary house so that they can go out 
only under supervision is to cause 
a major deterioration in their 
quality of life and to turn their 
home'inlo a prison. 

Yours faithfully. 

David and Daphne Mann 
Cobham, Surrey 
20 December 


The official Sloane 
Ranger authorship 

From Mr Robert Smith 
Sir: In your profile of Peter York 
( 16 December), you describe him 
as the best-selling author of The 
Official Sloane Ranger Handbook , 
which suggests that he is its sole 
author. As the book's publisher 
while at Ebury Press, may I put 
on the record the truth about its 
authorship. 

Pcler York was not the author 
but the co-author, and the book 
would never have achieved ils 
success without his co-author, 
Ann Barr. It was her deep under- 
standing of the Sloane Ranger 
species, her loyal and extensive 
network of informants, and not 
least the accuracy, wit and bril- 
liance of her writing that was 
largely responsible for catapult- 
ing the book out of the social con- 
fines of Harpers & Queen {where 
she was deputy editor) into the 
national consciousness. 

Yours sincerely 
Robert Smith 
Smith Gryphon Publishers 
London, N 1 


Festival for pagans and viewers 


From Fr. Dominic Kirkham 
Sin The variety of interesting 
views expressed by your corres- 
pondents about Dinstxnas must 
surely persuade us that we have 
all inherited a unique festival 
through a long, complex process 
of cultural osmosis and syncret- 
ism, which gives space for every- 
one and everything. 

The process is both ironic and 
subtle: ironic in that the Church, 
once mocked by pagans (cf CeJ- 
sus) for having no great festivals* 
sacral cults, altars or priesthood, 
should now find roles reversed; 
subtle, in that so-called latter-day 
pagans or secularists should want 
to affirm what is central to the 
mystery- the value of family and 
friendship, generosity and bene- 
volence. the social need for peace 
and reconciliation. 

Here is a unique festive time, 
a cultural event in which all of any 
faith - or none - can share in 
some degree. If this leaves woukL 
be purists or cynics, zealots or 
iconoclasts disappointed, then 
first they should tell us of a bet- 
ter alternative for a fragmented, 
post-modern society, which 
makes room (at the inn) for all. 
Yours festively, : 

Dominic Kirkham 
Corpus Christ! Priory 
Manchester 
24 December 

From Ms Vicki Piper 
Sin I was very surprised to read 
Meg Carter's seasonal article, 
“The TV’s on but no one’s home” 
(19 December), which appeared 
to be a remarkably uncritical 
report of a recent survey carried 
out by the advertising agency 
JWT There is no evidence to sug- 
gest that “attention levels are at 
an all-time low" at Christmas - 
the crux of the report. TV view- 
ing on Christmas Day is still by far 
the most popular activity with the 
British population. 

The heaviest overall viewing 
day in the year remains 25 
December and is, of course, over- 


whelmingly successful for BBC 
Television, with people tuning in 
for more than fire hours and with 
many of ouf programmes achiev- 
ing their highest audiences of the 
year. " 

Appreciation Index scores (the 
qualitative measure) for our 
Christmas Day programmes are 
usually very high and well above 
the genre average, providing a 
dear indication that our viewers 
are anything but “bored" and 
“passive". 

As research from several other 
advertising agencies has shown, 
high AJ scores usually reflect a 
high attention level. 

Yours faithfully. 

View Piper r . 

Head of Television Research 
-Group' 

BBC Broadcasting Research 
London, W12 

22 December 

From The Rev Peter Hatton 
Sir Readers who lack Camp- 
bell's “understanding" of the 
Bible (letter, 23 December) may 
not be aware that the Talmud 
(which he regards as a source for 
the story of the star in the east 
that led the Magi to Bethlehem) 
was compiled some 300 years 
after the last of the Gospels. It 
seems that the Evangelists, 
according to Mr Campbell’s 
theory, were gifted pot only 
with “imagination'' but also with 
powers of foresight so mirac- 
ulous that they make their 
“ invented” stories appear mun- 
dane by comparison. 

For my part, despite years of 
studying the Bible, 1 make no 
claim to understand.it. What has 
become increasingly dear to me, 
as I have wrestled with the Scrip- 
tures, is their power to under- 
stand me and human nature as it 
was in the first century- and 
remains now. 

Yours, 

Peter Hatton • “ - 
Droitwich, Worcester 

23 December 


Proxy behaviour 

From Mr T. J. Cramb 
Sir I have just had a letter from 
Sir Colin Southgate, chairman of 
Powergen. He thanks me for my 
support as a shareholder for his 
proposal lo merge with Mid- 
lands Electricity which, he 
reports, was approved unani- 
mously at the Extra General 
Meeting in October. 

In fact his thanks are mis- 
guided, as I gave him my proxy to 
vole against the motion. Conse- 
quently his assertion that he 
received complete support was at 
best misleading, or else he did not 
register ray negative vote. 

How many others were like- 
wise disenfranchised? 

Yours faithfully. 

T. J. Cramb 

Wokingham, Co Durham 
19 December 


Sainsburys’ gift 

From Mr Bomber Gascoigne 
Sir; Rarely have I seen such a 
mean and curmudgeonly com- 
ment as Jonathan Glanceys inac- 
curate statement today (21 
December) that the Sains bury 
Wing at the National Gallery is 
named after a superstore chain”. 
It is named after the three bro- 
thers whose generosity buill it. 
Yours, 

B amber Gascoigne 
Richmond, Surrey 
21 December 


A permanent home 

From Mr Chris Holmes 
Sin Families forced to move fre- 
quently with little hope of a per- 
manent home could become the 
norm rather than the exception 
(“Council moved family 34 
times", 20 December) if govern- 
ment proposals come into force 
next year. 

The Department of the Envi- 
ronment’s housing White Paper 
proposes to house vulnerable 
homeless families in short-term 
tenancies in the private sector, 
but research published this year 
by Shelter has shown that living 
in temporary accommodation is 
severely disrupting the education 
of thousands of children. 

Families recovering from the 
trauma of homelessness need a 
stable base from. which to rebuild 
tbeirtives. 

Unless the Government 
rethinks its plans, the future for 
Britain’s homeless children looks 
bleak. ' 

Yours faithfully, 

Chris Holmes; 

Director ' 

Shelter 

London, ECl ' 

20 December ' 
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.we do have Anthea Turner. 
He, the visionary consort, decreed 
that we should have a Great Exhi- 
bition in Hyde Parkin 1851. She, the 
bubbly blonde, giggles us into pay- 
ing for a Mill ennium Exhibition in 
Greenwich, Derby, Binnxnghaxojor 
Bromfcy-by-Bow. The National Lot- 
tery is many thin gs - a loathsome 
Treasury scam, a degrading rip-off- 
but edifying, inspiring, improving it 
is noL The line that joists Albert to 
Anihea is a descending plot of 
national decay, . 

But the punters’ money for great 
public works is rolling in '-'S lims that 
would have glazed over the eyes of 
Francois Mitterrand, that enthusi- 
ast for great public works, are sud- 
denly stashing about the country 
looking for someone - anyone - tp- 
spend them. The nation is engaged 
on a manic spree, a binge bigger 
than anyone expected. A ram- 
shackle apparatus, .! apparently 
des^ned to hand oiit ho more than 
a trickle of /charitable cash, has 
become a vast no-profh bank rak- 
ing in ntiTBons a day. Ncrwfierpistbe, 
gutt between big money and tittle 
organisation more obvious than in 
the planning of the year-long M2- 
lejtnium Exhibition. This is how 
being fired in contfition^ of outragp- 
ous secrecy.. An aboaonnceaicgt of 
site and operator will be made in 
January, but disenssionaboat what 
we want and what we mij^ be given 
has been non-existent. People 
scarce^ know it is going to happen 
and, if they do, they probably expect 
little more than a neat futonstic 

ington World of Adventure. - 
U still nqght be. Gives the polit- 
ical culture, the source of the funds 
and the miserable, lurching littleness 


■ of lottery spending so fat, no' one 
wouldbe surprised if this exhibition 
tnmedout to be a tacky catastrophe. 
But let's be optimistic; let's pretend 
it can be made to work. Let's pre- 
tend Albert is in charge. What would 
hedo?. 

Step one: he would sack the Mil- 
lennium Commission. Perhaps they 
are nice, good people; perhaps, in 
a way, they know what they are 
doing. But they conld be running 
anything. They are just a carefully 
balanced, bureaucratically accept- 
able committee. Not one of thenme 
• r- I include . Michael Heseltine - 
qualifies as the kind of risky, can- 
tankerous, obsessed visionary this 
exhibition needs to make it work. 
They are, quite simply, too polite. 
Bang in, say.George Walden - he 
. is,a£eran,givi^ Lq) tibieMPgame. 
Or Sir Crispin TTckelL Or Sir John 
Harvey-Jones. Or, dare f say' it, 
.Baroness Thatcher. 

. Steptwo: change the rules ... all 
the rales. This s a difficult step, since 
hb ope. seems too clear what the 
roles are; indeed, no one on the 
coimnHSSwn seems to have the slight- 
est idea what the exhibition should 
be. We only know that there wifi be . 
ayear-tongparty andilwfllbehalf- 
ftmded by the lottery and half by the 
private operators. . 

.Hyo private bidders are now left 
— Imagination, a design and com- 
munications consultancy, and a con- 
sortium headed by Tbuche Ross in 
which the leading Ugh! seems to be 
Lord Hofiick. The commission has 
so far said it wifi provide up to 
£1 00m, nuking the total cost of the 
project £20Qm. But, rumour has it, 
that figure- coiuld rise to. £500m, 
making tins one helluva party. In 
feet, it would probably make it the 
biggest mfilenniom celebration on 



earth, a World Expo comparable to 
Seville - and that drew 46 milli on 
people in eight months. 

This financing structure, this 
spread of risk, is afi wrong. It encour- 
ages the worst possible solution. It 
encourages Disneyland. There is no 
doubt that real money can be made 
out of this show. Almost £lm a year 
-still flows from the proceeds of 
Prince Albert’s. Great Exhibition. 
The freeholds of the Albert Hall and 
Imperial College are still owned by 
the commissioners charged with 
administering the legacy of that fab- 
ulous celebration of British colonial 
and industrial might 

Yet the profit, brilliantly invested 
in Kensington land, was an after- 
thought The idea - or “concept” as 
we would now call it - came first It 
resulted, among other things, in the 
Crystal Palace, one of the greatest 
buildings of the 19th century. It was 


That scuzzy old 
lottery is 
producing lots 
of money for the 
Millennium. 
Let’s go for the 
big one, says 
Bryan 
Appleyard 

also, thanks to the brilliance of its 
architect, Joseph Paxton, a cheap 
building. Public and private money 
served the concept and the result was 
a financial and cultural triumph. 

That is what we should go for this 
time round. Someone should 
already have made it clear what this 
exhibition is meant to be as away of 
preventing it becoming simply the 
lowest common commercial denom- 
inator. For once, the lottery money 
should underwrite excellence. The 
quality of the overall idea should be 
guaranteed from the outset, not 
buried beneath fatally cautious risk 
assessments. Anything may fail, but 
at least this way we could be sore of 
a glorious failure. 

Step three: give it to London. 
Greenwich and Bromley-by-Bow 
are close enough to be regarded as 
one site, and the catchment area - 
which, thanks to the Channel tunnel. 



Paxton's brilliant Crystal Palace (above) - one of the triumphs of 
the Great Exhibition planned by Prince Albert (far left). A long line 
of decline joins It to the National Lottery and Anthea Turner (left) 


includes Brussels, Amsterdam and 
Paris - is vasL A hundred million vis- 
itors in the year is not an impossi- 
ble target. Nothing like this could be 
achieved in Birmingham or Derby, 
and if either of those sites were cho- 
sen the party would have to be 
scaled down to a possibly grand but 
essentially predictable theme park. 
The whole of the country can, in any 
case, be included simply by elec- 
tronically networking the event. 
Provincial rites can work, but only on 
a national basis. This exhibition will 
have to be international if it is to 
mean anything. 

Finally, step four: acquire a cer- 
tain pigheaded confidence. A mem- 
ber of the commission has been 
heard to say that the exhibition 
should be 95 per cent about the past 
and 5 per cent about the future. One 
can hear the dull rumble of Prince 
Albert turning in his grave. The 


future may be frightening, it may be 
something the modern British have 
decided they are not very good at, 
but this is, after all. an exhibition 
about the millennium. If we self- 
consciously make it about the past, 
then we are admitting failure, we 
are taking one more giant step 
down the road to Britain as a her- 
itage theme park. I can just see the 
Tudor burger bars, the “authentic” 
Pickwickian inns serving micro- 
waved Cornish pasties. 

Pigheaded confidence would 
ensure the suppression of such trash. 
A resurrected Albert would have the 
site wired to Shanghai and Los 
Angeles, to the whole world. He 
would find a new Brunei to engineer 
his boats and bridges. He would 
know that a past recreated is no past 
at all. Only by understanding and 
accepting its embodiment in the 
present is the past really allowed to 
breathe. 

Taking all these steps is difficult. 
This is not our contemporary style. 
We are a low-key. ironic culture, dis- 
playing what Marlin Amis has called 
“the sullenness of post-greatness”. 
We laughed at Mitterrand’s grands 
projets and we laugh even more 
now that the French economy is 
lurching towards implosion under 
the pressure of bureaucratic vain- 
glory and inflated popular expecta- 
tion. That, we think, is what you get 
for showing off, for taking yourself 
too seriously. 

Of course, low-key irony has a 
certain value. We are still, happily, 
one of the funniest nations on 
earth. But a diet of nothing but 


irony and under-ambition stunts the 
growth. It lets the wrong people run 
things because the ironists cannot 
be bothered. It hands the nation 
over to the suits - the managers and 
accountants - while the rest of us 
giggle and whine. And what would 
the suits build at Greenwich? A 
theme park, because they have 
seen one of those before. 

So, occasionally, even the modern 
British need Athenian big ideas 
and ambitions. Our wit should 
derive some consolation from this, 
for there is a peculiarly pointed irony 
in the fact that something as scuzzy 
as the lottery has placed us. reluc- 
tantly maybe, in the position of 
being obliged to come up with some 
grands projets of our own. The 
British appetite for trash has forced 
us to make up our minds about what 
constitutes quality. 

There are two - only two - altern- 
atives when it comes to the Millen- 
nium Exhibition. Love iL to borrow 
from a fellow columnist, or shove it. 
Go for it, or forget it. A cheap theme 
park would be worse than nothing. 
A big. confident gesture would be 
better than anything. The lottery' 
money is an absurd^ disreputable 
windfall. But it is there now-, and tin- 
kering with a restaurant for the 
RqyaJ Court theatre or thousands of 
tiny handouts to dubious and con- 
tentious organisations merely com- 
pounds the shabbiness, the Anthea 
Tumerishness of the entire enter- 
prise. So let's suddenly, anarchically. 
offend against the mean spirit of the 
age. Let’s go for the big one. It is 
what Albert would have done. 


A war the West can no longer ignore 

Brutality and lies mark Russia’s campaign in Chechnya, reports Harold Elletson after a recent visit 

y' s thechnya has been conveniently 
V^airbiushe 


'afrbrushed from the atlases of 
most Western foreign ministers. The 
brutal war Russia slighting there has 
accounted for teas of thousands of 
milha^ai^dviljahcasoaltresm the 
year since it began, and is reaching* 
new peak ofmlenaty.lt has involved 



the republic have resorted to methods 
that would make the most hardened 
Bosnian warlord wince.Yct the West : 
ail) prefers to tnxn its bade, " 

I recently visited Chechnya and 
stayed for four days is a vsfiage near 
Grozny. Every night the sound of 

shelling and machine-gun fire made it 

clear that the war was far from oyer.. 
DeimiteilteitHalivelysinafiareaimder 
Russian control, there are more than. 
200,000 troops to the Chechen Repub- . 
lie at any rate time. Contrary to the. 
Raglan government's official, stated 


are poorly motivated, badly trained 
and terrified. A deserter told me that 
the&st time be-knpw he was going to 
Chechnya was when the plane landed 
in Dagestan. He had been told he was 
being sent to St Petersburg. In addi- 
tion to the regular armed forces, ani£s 
of nayormu/d .- mercenaries - have 
been established bjr the security ser- 
vices. They consist of criminals pre- 
pared to serve as a means of earning 
tinte off thefr sentences. They are said 
to have been responsible for some of 
.the worst atrocities of the war; 

The Chechen rebels," by contrast, 
are disciplined and highly motivated. 
Russia mamftims rhat it is patiently 
ice settlement with 


troops but are drawn from 
every unit of . the armed foroes. ~ _Tp c 

majori ty of rhetn are COHSCliptS wbo 


individual field commanders who 
Operate independently of General 
Dzhokhar Dudayev, the Chechen 
leader. All.ihe evidence 1 saw, how- 
ever,; suggested that the Chechen 
rebels hada well organised command . 
structureand frilly accepted Dudayev’s 
leadership.:. 

. The Chechens have an ancient con- 
tempt for tire Russians and a hatred 
of the Soviet system, engendered try 


their mass deportation under Stalin in 
1944, which made them leap at the 
chance of independence when the 
USSR began to break apart An old 
man showed me the weapons his sons 
used against the Russians: assault 
rifles, mortars, grenades, an anti-tank 
rocket and a grenade launcher. “We 
buy these from the Russians," he said. 
“They sell us their weapons and we use 
them to kOl them.” 

Chechen resistance has been stiff- 
ened the brutality of the Russian 
campaign. Ramzan, a 28-year-old 
man, was tortured for 40 days after 
being captured and taken to a “filtra- 
tion camp”. He showed me where his 
fingernails had been removed so that 
needles could be inserted into the 
nerve endings. “They put a metal 
crown around my skull,” he said, “and 
tightened h eveiy day so that the bone 
hi my head splintered in about 30 dif- 
ferent places. The pressure began to 
force my eyeballs out of their sockets 
so that eventually I could see ray left 
eye with my right.” Such stories are 
commonplace. So too are the descrip- 
tions of Russia's sustained aerial bom- 


bardment of villages and other non- 
military targets in the mountainous 
countryside beyond Grozny. When 
Roshni-Chu was attacked in October, 
dozens of its inhab itants were killed. 

It is the use of air power that has led 
the Chechens, in the recent past, to try 
to take their war over the border into 
the Russian Federation. When Shamil 
Basayev and his guerrillas attacked 
Budennovsk while President Yeltsin 
was attending the Halifax summit, the 
world’s media were told that there had 
been a terrorist attack on a civilian 
hospital. In fact Basayev, who had lost 
all 27 of his living relatives in the con- 
flict, had led an attack on the air base 
at Budennovsk. His men took some 
casualties and called at the hospital on 
their way back to Chechnya. The 
Russian government sent its forces to 
attack the hospital. In the process sev- 
eral patients were killed. 

Now the Chechens vow to attack 
other targets in Russia. “We won’t put 
a bomb on the Moscow metro or 
attack civilian targets,” one rebel 
fighter, a former professor, told me. 
“But we will hit military installations, 


particularly those connected with con- 
tinuing the war." 

There are many theories about the 
cause of this brutal war, the most fash- 
ionable of which is that it is connected 
with Russia’s legitimate desire to con- 
trol pipeline routes from oil-rich Azer- 
baijan and Kazakhstan. Whatever the 
reason, the West can no longer afford 
to ignore iL 

Economics alone suggests that the 
West may be forced to rethink its tadt 
support Earlier in the year, a Russian 
economist estimated that the conflict 
had already cost the Russian govern- 
ment over £25bn - almost as much as 
the IMF and Western governments 
have pumped into the Russian economy 
in the form of credits and soft loans. 

Russia had better be careful. By the 
time its application to join the Coun- 
cil of Europe is considered on 25 Jan- 
uary, Chechnya may finally be on the 
world’s agenda. It will no" longer be 
possible, even for the appeasers in the 
Foreign Office, to turn a blind eye. 

The writer is Consenarhe MP for 
Blackpool North. 


Denis MacShane : 

The Prince of Darkness goes into print 


rtenyeare^Isaincraoustyaknig- stem! 
L side Peter Maude Ison, waiting to single 
the Labour Party's rial n 


ost of director of coajrmin>catxMi& 
4y pilch was drawn from what J had 
een working successfully m ptfacr 
oantries. Parties of the cenfre-teft 
fiat looked outward to ■saaay did. 
relL Those thatdcb^iptetna&ies 
rare doomed. 


because PeterMzndekon’s period as 
Labour communications supremo 
brought together a penOTtuKiapcwt 
to fuse m s wot that * rare mBntafr 
politics. Bcrti 


stem from ihe fact that there is not a 
fe member of the Cabinet or offi- 
in Conservative, Central. Office 
who looks happy.doing his or her job. 

Mandrison was always far more 
Thaw a media gum. He was and wffl 
always be a. 110 per cent pure-bred 
political gnhnai In the Sevenths.- he 
worked for. the TUC. m the private 
office of a cabinet minist er and was a 
Lambeth coundBoT - a triple training 
given to In every sense^he is 

n poJitKaaihiiibre than he is a journal- 
ist, which* why the news that he is to 
■ take the ultimate political risk of bring- 
ing oittaboefc is much tobe welcomed. 

Mandebon’s problem is that his 


reputation lives on even while he 
seeks to shed his skin as a media guru. 
He gets the blame for every unattrib- 
uted story - and there are far too 
many of those - that appears in the 
press about some new development in 
new Labour's policy evolution. 

Dubbed the Prince of Darkness, be 
fa anything but an eminence grise 
operating in the shadows of party pol- 
icy making. MandelsonwiR debate in 
public with anyone, including Arthur 
ScargflL I recently listened to an 
interesting view of Labour’s pro- 
gramme of government which hepul 
forward in debate with Richard Bur- 
den MP at a meeting of Tribune MPs 


in the Commons. He pops up on tele- 
vision, writes for papers and never 
knowingly turns down an invitation to 
speak at the scores of networking 
gatherings in Labour's broad church. 

Many Labour Party members may 
not like wh3t he has to sot. and many 
more resent (or are jealous of ? ) his 
closeness to 'tony Blair, but he does 
not hide his views. Now they will be 
available in the most public - and 
attackable -manner of all, in a book. 

The synopsis published in the Sun- 
day papers has the feel of a come-on 
to hooka publisher and we shall have 
to see what the published version has 
to say. Wfll it be a new Crosland? Will 


it be as radical as the recent books 
from Andrew Marr or \WU Hutton? At 
least it will be a whole book, pages and 
pages of iL Mandelsonism, if it exists, 
may step forward from being a black 
hole of supposedly secretive 'manipu- 
lation to the bright light of argument 
and policy. But if Peter Mandelson 
became just another politician, who 
would replace him as the new demon 
- whether of the left or right - that 

Or is new Labour sjf^dentfy adult to 
sleep at night and live by day without 
having to believe in its own bogeymen? 

The writer is Labour MP for Rotherham. 
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Late rally: Agreement with brewing giant turns tables on chief executive of Granada as drama intensifies over hostile £3.2bn bid 

Whitbread deal on 


restaurants boosts 
Forte’s defence 




r ■ 


JOHN SHEPHERD 
CLIFFORD GERMAN 
and MATHEW HORSMAN 


Forte will today announce the 
proposed sale of ib £lbn restau- 
rant business to Whilbread. to 
head off demands for clarifica- 
tion from the Takeover Panel. 

The sale, aimed at fending off 
a £3.2bn hostile bid from Grana- 
da. was already the subject of 


well-informed reports in the 
press over the Christinas holiday. 

Whitbread is expected to of- 
fer £900m in cash and to assume 
around £100m in debt in return 
for the Little Chef. Happy 
Eater. Welcome Break, and 
Cote France chains, which 
Forte originally intended to 
demerge in an attempt to in- 
crease shareholder value and to 
scupper Granada's bid. The 


The bid so far: 


• 22 November: Granada launches £3.3bn bid 

• 24 Nov: Offer document published 

• 3 December. Forte announces sale of Lillywhites 

e 8 Dec: Defence document published by Forte, outlines 
demerger proposals 

• 19 Dec: talks to sell White Hart hotel chain collapse 

• 20 Dec: sale of Forte's US Travelodge chain announced 

• 21 Dec: Council of Forte given leave to vote as it wishes 

• 24 Dec: planned sale of restaurants to Whitbread 
revealed 


Key dates to come: 


2 January: Day 39 wo more financial information from 
the defender) 

9 Jan: Day 46 (Granada last chance to increase bid 
barring Takeover Panel ruling that Whitbread 
constitutes white knight bidder) 

25 Jan: Day 60: normal bid period ends 


agreement will also involve 
Forte’s Travelodge hotels busi- 
ness. The Wheelers Restaurant 
chain, comprises six sites, will be 
sold off by Forte separately. 

If successful, the deal would 
top Whitbread's earlier pur- 
chases of 16 Marriott hotels and 
the £200m David Lloyd Leisure 
group, and make up for the 
company's defeat at the hands 
of Scottish & Newcastle, which 
paid £450m for Courage, the 
Australian -owned brewers, in a 
bitter bid struggle in May. 

It would also confirm the 
negotiating skills and quick 
response of Peter Jarvis, Whit- 
bread's chief executive, who 
has spearheaded the company's 
expansion in the leisure and 
catering markets. 

Forte is expected to give a 
binding commitment to com- 
plete the deaL which is condi- 
tional on the Granada offer for 
Forte lapsing. 

Since the bid from Granada 
was tabled last month. Forte 
chairman Sir Rocco Forte has al- 
ready sold US Travelodge for 
£114m, Lillywhites for £2S.5m 
and Griersons for£23m, and an- 
nounced his intention to dispose 
of the group’s controversial stake 
in the Savoy Group of hotels, 
which could be worth f — 0m. 

A deal with Whitbread will 
increase the potential proceeds 
of the latest disposal pro- 
gramme to around £1.4bn, and 



Quick response: Peter Jams, Whitbread’s chief executive, confirmed his negotiating skills by pulling off the agreement ' Photograph: Edward Sykes 


virtually wipe out Forte's debts, 
at the cost of shrinking the com- 
pany’s business by one-tbird. 

Forte has until 2 January to 
publish its final defence docu- 
ment, which could also include 
a forecast increased dividend. 
The deal with Whitbread, how- 
ever, is conditional on Forte 
shareholders first rejecting 
Granada's bid, which is due to 
close on 9 January. 

The bid was unveiled in Lon- 


don on 22 November, while Sir 
Rocco was shooting in York- 
shire. Forte’s deal with Whit- 
bread appears to turn the tables 
on Granada’s chief executive 
Gerry Robinson, who was 
spending Christmas at home in 
county Donegal. The Forte 
restaurants Whitbread plans to 
buy are precisely the assets 
which Granada most wants. 

Granada's initial offer is for 
four shares plus £23.50 in cash 


for every 15 R>rte shares. At last 
week’s dosing price of 635p for 
Granada the offer is almost ex- 
actly in line with Forte shares 
at 326p in the market and cur- 
rently values Forte at £3.23bn. 

A deal with Whitbread 


ahead of the first closing date 
for the Granada offer will shift 


the onus back on to the Grana- 
da camp. Mr Robinson will now 
have to increase his offer by at 
least another £600m, according 


to independent analysts in the 
City, or sit light and risk see- 
ing the Forte shareholdersvote 
for the Whitbread cash. That 
would give Sir Rocco and his 
fellow directors time to com- 
plete the transformation of 
their company into a focused 
hotels business. A higher bid 
must be made before 9 Janu- 
ary unless Granada now asks 
the Takeover Panel to stop the 
bid dock. 


If Granada’s bid falls, Mr 
Robinson will' come under in- 
creasing pressure from hs share- 
holders, 'espedafly institutions. 
Some in the CStjr had suggested 
he had chosen the wrong target, 
saying that companies similar to 
Granada would haw made more 
sense. A favourite choice is 
Pearson, the media and financial 
services company, viewed as 
h ang s fernfaantly undervalued m 
the market • 


ITCto 
rule on 
TV share 
scheme 


The Independent Television 
Commission is expected to rule, 
as early as tomorrow, on a con- 
troversial plan proposed by 
Granada and Carlton to meet 
Government rules on their 
shareholdings in ITN. the na- 
tional news provider, writes 
Mathew Horsman. 



Price rises signal thaw in newspaper ‘cold war’ 


Sir David English: Embroiled 
in Scottish price campaign 


Fleet Street's long-lived cover- 
price war showed further signs 
of abating over the holiday 
weekend, as the Daily Mail 
unveiled hikes both south and 
north of the border and the 
Guardian increased its Saturday 
price to 60p from 50p, writes 
Mathew Horsman. 

Industry analysts said the 
thaw in the '‘cold war" among 
newspaper publishers was an 
indication of the damage down 
by higher newsprint prices and 
intense pricing competition. 

From Christmas Eve, the 
Daiiy Mail's Saturday edition 


rises to 4llp from 35p, while the 
Scottish Mail increases 5p to 30p 
on Saturday and to 25 p from 
20p in the week. 

The Guardian's decision to 
raise Saturday prices reflected 
a growing industry’ consensus 
that readers are altering their 
weekend reading habits, and are 
prepared to view the Saturday 
edition as a premium product 

The Scottish market has seen 
intense price competition, with 
the Mail published by Sir David 
English's Associated Newspa- 
pers, selling until this week at only 
20p in the week. South of the 


border. Sir David believes prices 
could be kept higher without 
jeopardising circulation. 

News International's flag- 
ship tabloid, the Sun, has been 
selling for 25 p, but has occa- 
sionally been discounted to just 
lOp for a single day. Anyone 
buying the Saturday issue of the 
Sun in Scotland can get the 
News of the World for just lOp 
on Sunday. 

According to Scottish pub- 
lishing executives, the market 
north of the border has been 
viewed as quite distinct by na- 
tional publishers, and price- 


cutting has been used by most 
titles to gain market share. 
Even those titles which have 
held out, such as the Daily 
Record, have used expensive 
promotional campaigns. The 
Daily Record is published by the 
Mirror Group, which owns 43 
per cent of the Independent. 

Kevin Beattie, managing di- 
rector of the Daily Record and 
Sunday Mail, said: "Price has 
certainly been used to generate 
sales in Scotland. But with 
newsprint costs increasing, pub- 
lishers have had to reconsider." 

Newsprint prices have risen 


by between 40 and 50 per cent 
for most publishers since the be- 
ginning of 1995, and a further 
hike of perhaps 10 per cent is 
expected in January. 

However, publishers report a 
willingness among newsprint 
suppliers to agree contracts of 
more than six months - a sign, 
they say, of improvement in the 
tight market 

Indications that the current 
cover-price war might be ending 
came last month, when News 
International, Rupert Murdoch’s 
UK publisher, rased the price of 
die Tones to 30p from 25p. 


One senior newspaper exec- 
utive said: "That was proof that 
evettMuzdoch isnotimmune to 
effects of higher newsprint 
costs." However, other publish- 
ers expect Mr Murdoch, who 
launched the price war in the sum- 
mer of 1993, to return to price- 
cutting in 1996. The war has led 
tosharply lower profits at many 
newspapers, including those in 
Mr Murdoch's stable. But his 
success in increasing the dreu- 
lation of the Times to more than 
600,000 proved to many in the 
industry that newspaper buyers 
were, after all, sensitive to price. 


The two fTV licence holders, 
which each own 36 per cent of 
ITN, have been told to reduce 
their shares to 20 percent each 
by 31 December. But they have 
been unable to reach a satis- 
factory deal with potential buy- 
ers. and were still holding the 
shares just before Christmas. 

The two companies have con- 
cocted a parking scheme, under 
which they would undertake not 
to exercise voting rights attached 
to the excess shares. The ITC is 
expected to look long and hard 
at the arrangements, however, in 
light of the Government’s insis- 
tence that new shareholders be 
brought in. The [TC declined to 
comment yesterday. 

Insiders at Granada and Carl- 
ton, which inherited the excess 
shares when they took over the 
smaller 1TV companies LWT 
and Central, respectively, in 
1993. complain that they are be- 
tween a rock and a hard place, 
potential buyers of the shares, 
which include other ITV com- 


World markets set for a year of optimism 


panics such as Yorkshire-Tyne 
Tees and MAT are offering low 
prices in light of the looming 
deadline. Granada and Carlton 
believe the shares should not be 
sold at a huge discminL 
Ward Thomas, the YTT chair- 
man, yesterday added to the 
pressure on the companies, say- 
ing that the ITC ought not to ac- 
cept arrangements that led to 
Granada and Car! ion keeping ex- 
tra shares: “The Government 
made it clear they wanted the 
companies to adhere to the spir- 
it as well as the letter of the law." 


At the start of 1995 many strate- 
gists were gloomy about the 
prospects for world stock and 
bond markers. They were 
cheered up enormously by the 
course of subsequent' events. 
Could 1996 be the year in which 
the reverse happens? 

There is certainly a high de- 
gree of agreement -a suspicious 
sign to some - that the general 
economic and financial envi- 
ronment is benign. Inflation 
has been conquered. Growth in 
the industrial world has slowed 
to a sustainable pace and, if it 
is currently a bit too weak, is 
likely to pick up again in 1996. 

In fact, the financial markets 
are betting heavily that they will 
get the best of all possible 
worlds. Dealers expect that, 
thanks to the slowdown and dis- 
inflation, interest rates will fall 
again in Europe and the US. In 
Japan, where rales are at his- 
toric lows, the central bank will 
continue to inject liquidity into 
the banking system. 

Most experts would see the 
biggest risk as even slower 
growth or outright recession. 
Giles Keating at CS First 
Boston says: “The US slowdown 
is probably not serious but Eu- 
rope looks extremely weak. We 
have got to see more in the way 
of interest rate cuts.” 

Michael Hughes, bead of 


... but will early hopes for stable growth in the US and Europe 
be dashed by inflation or recession? Diane Coyle reports 


strategy at BZW. believes that 
the world economy will begin to 
react to the past and future in- 
terest rate reductions. “[The 
year] 1995 was [when] govern- 
ments woke up to the defla- 
tionary tendencies," he says. "In 
1996 we should expect the re- 
sponse. He adds: "My empha- 
sis is on growth." 

The task for investors is pin- 
pointing where the best growth 
will occur. Mr Hughes figures 
that corporate investment will 
at last expand, that commodi- 
ties will benefit from renewed 
growth, and that the Asian con- 
sumer boom will continue. 

If this scenario turns out to 
be too optimistic, it will not nec- 
essarily alarm bond investors, al- 
though recession would 
threaten share prices through its 
impact on corporate profits. 
However, some analysts take a 
more apocalyptic view about the 
risks arising from a downturn in 
the world economy. 

John Lipsky, chief econo- 
mist at Salomon Brothers in 
New York, argues that recession 
would put the consensus on 
market-friendly economic poli- 
cies at risk. Most governments 


agree that they need to cut bud- 
get deficits, bring interest rates 
down, and continue to deregu- 
late their economies. 

Longer-term problems such 
as the scale of unfunded slate 
pension liabilities in any coun- 
tries will keep up the pressure 
to reduce current budget 
deficits. For example, these U- 


Few analysts 
say progress 
towards EMU 
will be smooth 


abilities range from 43 percent 
of GDP in the US to an awe- 
some 233 per cent in Italy and 
250 per cent in Canada. But if 
a slowdown in the near term 
started to make voters dis- 
gruntled, policy-makers might 
be tempted to reflate. 

Stephen Roach, New York 
economist at investment bank 
Morgan Stanley, puts it in more 
apocalyptic terms. Policy aus- 


terity could cause a backlash, he 
reckons. "Look no further than 
the streets of France for a pro- 
totype of how this response 
might play out elsewhere in the 
industrial world.” 

A subsidiary and widespread 
fear is that the Maastricht 
process of deficit reduction will 
bring more currency turmoil in 
Europe. Few analysts have any 
confidence that progress to- 
wards the single currency will be 
smooth in the run-up to next 
year’s inter-governmental con- 
ference. "If there is any sort of 
negative surprise on growth in 
Europe, policy could easily be- 
come destabilising,” said Paul 
Mortimer-Lee, chief economist 

at Paribas. 

However, if the worst fears of 
the financial market prove un- 
founded, the chances are that 
governments will continue with 
their current policies of tighter 
fiscal policy and cautious re- 
laxation of monetary policy. 
The growth of corporate earn- 
ings in the US and Europe is 
likely to be lower in 1996, but 
a continued rally in the bond 
market should keep share 
prices on the increase. 


Wall Street has been taking 
a lead in reacting to bonds. 
Apart from the surge in tech- 
nology stocks, it is the fall in the 
benchmark long-term Tbeasury 
bond yield to Us current level of 
just under 6.1 per cent - the low- 
est in nearly two years- that has 
driven the rise and rise of the 
Dow Jones index. 

Mark Brown, chief equity 
strategist at Hoare Govett, said: 
“Wall Street is extremely vul- 
nerable to any correction in 
bonds.” Other guides - the p/e 
ratio, the dividend yield and 
cadi flow -currently give mixed 
signals, he argues. 

The 100-point fall in the 
Dow on the Monday before 
Christmas, in the biggest one- 
day drop for more than four 
years, was a dramatic illustra- 
tion of that vulnerability. With 
the same link to bond perfor- 
mance holding for other world 
slockmarkets, they followed 
the Wall Street lead. 

Pessimists about inflation are 
few and far between at the 
moment However, any inflation 
news that is worse than expected 
could reduce the room for for- j 
(her interest rate cuts. As these ' 
have been priced into bond 
yields, a change of heart in the j 
markets part-way through the 
coming year would certainly 
bring high drama. 


Halifax paints 
rosy gloss on 
house prospects 


nic crcum 


The housing market is set to 
stage a mild recovery neat year, 
boosted by Government tax 
cuts and continuing foils in. in- 
terest rates, the Halifax Build- 
ing Society predicted yesterday. 

House prices wifl go up “by 
about 2 per cent, with further 
increases of 5 per cent in each 
of the following years. Sales 


should also rise about 10 per 
cent, recove ring from the sharp 


STOCK MARKETS 


CURRENCIES 



3«dtt Ojrt flyMowtO-gynrQBff)*- 
aflS u — 


May J* ' Sy 

DawJonwn I500«oars 




ESt/C — ’5/12/95 

ft ° 5 n’ttar r~~~io is ar a 

*AI vuku Mt flirti comma 


Bandnvk'^M cuve 0-30 var lunKW 

M . •- — r— # 

sri — itortnaoo 

sot ■ ■ ... ~ 


Dora yBiUMtm 



Ki2%B'X0nis 


One Rftcfcaap CfenrfX) lWfl 1W5U» MW 


Move; Market Rates 

Wu IW 11 


Bead Yields* 
IM-WIH 


cent, recovering from the sharp 
drop sufferedm 1995. 

The picture could be even 
rosier, with the prospect of a 
mini-boom taking place in two 
years’ time, the Halifax report 
claimed. “We believe the worst 
is now over and the real recov- 
ery is about to begin,” it said. 

The society’s prediction fol- 
lows a dismal year for the hous- 
ing market, in which both prices 
and sales collapsed to new lows. 
In October, the amount lent by 
societies - £295m - fell to its 
lowest level since the Conserv- 
atives took office in 1979. 

Sales, which help lubricate 
the market, also fell dramati- 
cally, reaching levels not seen 
since the start of the latest 
housing recession in 1992-93, 
Meanwhile, the number of 
mortgages greater than the val- 
ue of tbeir homes - negative eq- 
uity- rose to IS million. Hopes 
of a revival, first routed in 1994. 
came to nought as the market 
slid into a double-dip recession. 

Halifax's report yesterday 


admitted that eadier forecasts 
of a recovery in 1995 were 
wrong. It Sam: “The second 
downturn was not expected but 
the reasons are nowdear. Fust, 
there was a-rednetion in Gov- 
ernment help for homeowners. 

“We: continued to see the 
withdrawal of subsidies With the 
further reduction of mortgage tax 
relief to 15 per cent and the an- 
nouncement in the 1994 Budget 
of cutbacks in income arpport for 
mortgage interest payments. 

“Secondly, despite interest 
rates felling to historically low 4< 
levels in nominal 'terms, infla- 
tion, and in particular house 
price inflation, also fell, leaving 
rates high in real terms. In ad- 
dition, most people did not ex- 
pect interest rates to remain low 
m nominal terms.' . 

“As late as early 1995, ex- 


pectations in the City were for 
base rates torise backwards to- 


wards 10 percent. mere can be 
little doubt that these worries 
were also felt by borrowers." 

Co ntinuing low consumer 
confidence, job insecurity and 
tax increase added to the rais- 
eryvthe report added. 

However, most of these 
factors are now being turned 
round, opening the way for a 
minor 'revival, which it hoped 
the . Government would not 
move to choke off- “We hope 
the Government would see no 
particular wider problems with 
this - a one-off correction 
following years of weakness." 
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The best way to guard against the effects of change is to be more radical , argues Giles Keating 


impact was misery, as peasants 
could no : longer graze their own 
animalsoii common orfaDcrw land. 
Naturally^such. changes are bitteriv 
resisted. 

.We are ail aware that we are in 
the midst of a new, information- 
based technological revolution. 
However^ the most important aspect 

carttobe the rcvoin^onin^e na- 
tnreofpricingitseIf.il is becom- 
ing possible to charge for. tiny 

EHeetxonic toils 
strike at the root 
of congestion 
on the roads 


focretnerds cf foings, such as the use 
of each -hundred metres- of con- 
gested inner-city road, and to vsty 
that pricing in almost anyway, for 

Developments like this deaziy 
have their drawbacks. They are 
oampiicated and they may bein- 
trusnte, and like other technologi- 
cal changes, they lead to a 
redistribution of income. Yet they 


also offer enormous advantages, in- 

i-hi<tfng the ahiffty «n make pomitent 

pay. In the long ran, this pricing rev- 
olution will almost certainly make 
everyone much better off. As with 
Schumpeter's mrnnlfl of the stock- 
ings, poorer people should ulti- 
mately gain most. 

Consider a specific case. When 
you buy a taxi nde, you get a bun- 
dle of services: privacy; door-to- 
door travel; choice as to when to 
traveL It is expensive compared to 
abusjoaruey.whichisatesicride 
without these three features. But the 
information revolution offers the 
opportunity for all three to be un- 
bundled and sold individually. Pen- 
sioners might want door-to-door 
travel without wanting to pay for 
privacy or choice of time. Parents 
with small children might need 
door-to-door transit at a specified 
time, but be happy to share. A 
young person running a small busi- 
ness might need privacy at a pre- 
cise time but be prepared to walk 
the last 500 yards. Then respective 
needs could easily be communi- 
| cated in -real time to mmihns and 
tari drivers, who would re^xind just 
| as computer-operated taxis do at 
1 present. The current rigid distrnc- 
tion between bus and taxi would dis- 
appear. There would be fewer 
buses and taxis driving around with 
empty seats, so costs wmldfal] and 


some fares might actually be low- 
er than current bus fares, even as 
the service improves. 

Consider a second case, that of 
automated money. This is now 
part of everyday life for many peo- 
ple, in the form of credit and deb- 
it cards, or as a direct debit from 
the bank account to pay the elec- 
tricity bill. It brings numerous ad- 
vantages, including security and 
convenience and, in the case of util- 
ity bills, often a lower tariff! Yet 
large numbers of people are ex- 
cluded from these advantages - 
poorer people, the homeless, many 
people receiving social security 


Meanwhile, the Government has 
a project underway to start paying 
welfare benefits via smartcards. 
There has been little public debate 
about this plan, the main arms of 
which are apparently to cut fraud 
and costs. These objectives are ad- 
mirable but limited Ideally, the wel- 
fare smaitcard would be completely 
compatible with the cards already 
in use, allowing benefit recipients 
all the advantages of plastic mon- 
ey, including the ability to use cash 
machines. Even better, there would 
be a facility to create a kind of di- 
rect debit charged against the fu- 
ture flow of benefits, which would 
offer the electricity and gas com- 
panies security of payment and 


enable them to stop charging the 
poor more. 

Very little information about 
this smaitcard plan is available, so 
we do not know if it wfil meet these 
broader objectives. If it does not, 
then an excellent opportunity to 
spread the benefits of technology 
wffl have been missed, and the 
whole project may come under 
political attack as being too intru- 
sive, putting at risk even the limit- 
ed objectives of reducing costs and 
fraud. 

A third case is electronic road tolls, 
which would make road users pay 
the full cost of the congestion and 
poUution they cause. Putting tolls on 
virtually every road in the country 
would be a massive project raising 
many uncertainties, and politicians 
have shied away from it, instead sug- 
gesting a number of half-baked 
schemes. These include putting tolls 
on motorways only - a dear non- 
starter because many drivers would 
use parallel roads - and pkvtng a sur- 
charge on petrol differing by region 
to fond each area's roads, which 
completely fails to penalise conges- 
tion since it charges urban users 
much the same as those on lanes in 
the surrounding countryside. More- 
over, all these limited schemes im- 
pose charges indifferently on poor 
and rich road users. 

By contrast, foU-blown electronic 


tolls strike at the root of congestion, 
charging much higher rates during 
the rush hour and in the city cen- 
tre. Wealthier people would be 
prepared to pay the premium rate, 
while less well off road users would 
tend to pay much lower charges by 
travelling off peak or avoiding the 
centre. Both would gain from the 
overall reduction in congestion that 
stems from the discouragement of 
unnecessary journeys. TbD revenues 
would also provide ample funds to 

The Government’s 
current approach 
inflicts short-term 
losses on many 


lower taxes. Unfortunately, the pre- 
sent Government is still proposing 
half-baked schemes and the oppo- 
sition seems to be moving against 
the whole idea of road-use tolls. 

A new political programme is 
wanted, one that would encourage 
radical technological innovation 
but at the same time protect the 
groups that initially lose signifi- 
cantly. V:iy often, it is these people 
who stand to gain most from the ul- 


gs man eyes fresh fields 


timate results of innovation, as in 
the example of the cheap door-to- 
door transport offered by a differ- 
ent mix of buses and taxis. 
Therefore, the best way to protect 
them may be to make the change 
faster and more radical. This is 
surely better than yet more taxes 
and benefits. _ 

Such a political programme is not 
yet on offer. On one side, the Con- 
servative Government aims for 
Schumpeterian technical progress 
by freeing the market. However, the 
approach is rarely radical enough 
and so the plans inflict short-term 
losses on many people and lead to 
periodic, ad hoc retreats in the face 
of public outcry. 

On the other side, we h3ve a 
Labour opposition that claims to es- 
pouse the virtues of technical 
progress - for example, making its 
infobahn deal with BT Bui across 
broad areas, its instinct seems to be 
to oppose change, whether in want- 
ing bus re-regulation or opposing the 
principle of rail privatisation. In both 
cases. Labour has not really con- 
fronted the need to reconcile 
progress with protecting the po- 
tential losers. Let us abandon this 
sterile debate, accept that we are in 
an environment of rapid Schum- 
peterian change, and argue instead 
about the fastest way to get the ben- 
efits to those who need it most 

Giles Keating is chief economist at 
the investment bank CS First Boston. 
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Not too many international 
financiers would describe the 
recent emerging markets crash 
as a heavensent gift. Especially 

not when thezr tasmess is ded- 
icated to emerging market in- 
vestment banking. 

But then, as Christopher 
Heath, former Barings execu- 
tive and founder of Caspian, a 
new banking venture, intoned: 
“In this world, everything is 
about timing.” And he was, as 
he freely.admiis, damned lucky 
in this respect. He had been 
touring Srotuid the workfs cap- 
itals since- 1993 for backing for 
a new emerging markets in- 
vestment bank. But he only : 
pulled it off in 1995; “The gods 
have been looking dawn on us 
favourably. If we had been si- 
ting on the-wrong side of a 
crash, it would not haw been a 
good statt,” he saS-'^Ihecosts 
of entry ^are now much lower,; 
there are not the expectations 
of booming markets. The whole 
imvironrcMmtisnx^ccHxhjcive 
to building up a business than 
one year ago! 5 " 

Caspian aims to cover the m- 
vestmeni banking waterfront: 
securities, mrfudmg^ research; 
capital markets ami advisory 
business; and asset manage 
roenLBy the turn of the centuiy, 
Mr Heath hopes, it will be. the 
workftlradii^invesmKmlbank 
for emergnig markets, centred 
on London, New Tforfc acid 
Hong Kong, But fortax reasons, 
the business is based in Lux- 1 
f * Tuho a, r£~ n rv f Mr w«nt> frfmsetf 


Newly launched investment bank is targeting 
the fast-growing economies of the Third World 


US, to “avoid the impression 
that this offshore business is 
controlled from any one finan- 
cial centre". 

It may have been a hard slog 


new banking venture, but his 
success where others lave tried 
and failed is testimotty to Mr 
'Heath’s standing in the City, - 
where he has' raised £50m. 
Party per cent comesfrom him- 
self andother weal thy individ- 
uals, and the rest from a group 
erf international pension funds. 
-Caapaan intends to raise a 
Partner £J00m next year out of 
an expected -total financial 
-■ rea gh-e m ent of <£25Qm. 

■ The Heath name is finked in 
City lore to Barings, where he 
founded and built up its suc- 
cessful securities operation 
focussed on the Tar East At the 
height of his success in the 
1980s, he wai reputedly 
Britain’s highest earner, on 
£25 to £3m. He thrived in fash- 
ionable circles, and is later 
years was rarelyout of the so- 
ciety goss ip columns, associat- 
ed with a string of beautiful, 
young women. 

But be earned his success, 

transforming Barings from a 

trad iti on a l merchant hank into 
a. full-throated investment 
house with' a' buccaneering 


securities trading side. He fell 
ont with Barings when, in the 
early 1990s, after delivering a 
string of enviable profits, the se- 
curities operation dipped into 
loss. . In the wake cu Barings 
spectacular crash early this 
year at the hands of an un- 
scrupulous trader in Singa- 
pore, the comparatively 
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Heath 


free-wheeling style of the se- 
curities business originally built 
up by Heath came under clos- 
er scrutiny. But in the end, any 
such considerations paled into 
insignificance n ext to the com- 
plete absence of proper man- 
agement controls at Barings. 

That, says Mr Heath, would 
never ham been possible dur- 
ing hk time at Banngs, and will 
not happen at Caspian. “Caspi- 
an has hired experts in their 
field, managers who complete- 
ty nndeiaandwbai they are run- 
ning. At the end of the day, the 
people on risk control at Bar- 
ings evidently (fid not under- 


stand the businesses under- 
neath them. Had they done so, 
the disaster would not have 
happened.” 

If a Mr whack of the initial 
capital raised for Caspian has 
gone towards hiring big names 
such as Paul Zuckerman, for- 
mer vice-chairman of S G War- 
burg, and a string of Barings 
heavyweights, then much more 
has been spent on information 
technology. “When I started 
Barings Securities it was not 
possible to have seamless global 
technology, an overall system 
where everything Is interac- 
tive, offering complete, instant 
access to ail the centres. It 
means risk management is 
[now] available across the globe 
at an instant.” 

Some would say markets like 
South-east Asia and Latin 
American are over braked. But 
Caspian, argues Mr Heath, is 
already finding its space because 
ft is diffract, indeed unique. Hie 
added: "Our focus is going to 
be on some of the smaller to 
medium-sized transactions - 
the $30 to SlOOm that the big- 
ger players don’t look at” 

So far most of Caspian’s 100 
pioneers are in New York, 
where the global sectoral re- 
search team is based, with the 
rest in London and a few dot- 
ted about Latin America. The 


priority for the eariy part of 1996 
is bunding up the Far East 
operations, as well as getting 
started in Eastern Europe. 

Among the prestigious 
names are Robert McNamara, 
the now 78 year-old former 
US defence secretary, bead of 
Ford and of the World Bank. 
Rupert Pennant-Rea, with time 
on his hands since an indiscre- 
tion in his love life lost him his 
job as deputy head of the Bank 
of England, is a two-day a week 
non-executive. 

Powering Caspian to suc- 
cess, Mr Heath argues, will be 
strong economic growth in the 
developing world - 7 per cent 
pins for South-east Asia and 5 
per cent for Latin America - 
along with the region’s high sav- 
ings rate compared to those in 
mature market economies. 

But the miserable per- 
formance of the main emerging 
markets over the past year, no- 
tably since the Mexican deval- 
uation at the end of 1994, offers 
a sombre counterpoint to such 
enthasiasm. The big US funds 
that rule the world, having 
poured money into emerging 
markets, spent much of 1995 
taking it bade home. 

All the same, Mr Heath 
confidently believes time and 
trends are working his way. 
“And I tell people investing in 
our business, they are doing it 
at the right time, in the down- 
turn of toe cycle.” 

John Efoenhammer 



Smiled upon tty the gods: Christopher Heath, confident that his new venture, Caspian, 
turn bean launched at the right time in the investment cycle Photograph: Tom Pilstoo 
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In/the run-up to this month's 
Russian parliamentary elec- 


VIEW FROM MOSCOW 


cropping up on tailboards 
around Moscow. Il showed a 
grim-faced Viktor Cher- 


nomyiuui, 

holding bis hands m tobahape 
of an iwdrtBdTV*— Bheawot- 
• His overt message was Hal 
his pro-government party, 
“Our Home Is Russia”, would 
provide people with a sense of 
safety and stability. The world, 
will probably never know 
whether he intended Mus- 
ticjyifes to detect another laiho: ' 
more, sinister undertone; bq* 
many wffl have done so. 

For them, toe sign was an 
emblem rtf toe system. 


^eassassinatibnofyetanoib- 
er executive, usually with a bul- 
let through the head. - the 
standard punishment for not 
Ptymg-the fajsfra fees. So reg- 
ular are . contract murders 
.fidiich can be commissioned 
forhs littie as a few thousand 
dpSars) that they no longer 
make toe headlines. 

- . 'Walk info arty of tire sleazier 
bars or casinos here, and you 
- mtywefibe accosted byone of 
the mafia’s cauliflower-eared 
cohorts, although it’s e asy to 
confuse them with the growing 


Resources, a Geneva-based 
consultancy, said that Moscow 
had jumped from eighth to 
third in the league table of the 
world’s most expensive cities 
far foreign workers, and was 
only outpriced by Tbkyo and 
Osaka. The survey used New 
York asa base of 100; Moscow 
scored 142. 

The mafia is a loose term, 
which embraces a diverse 
world of criminals which is as 
foggy as ft is fouL What is dear, 
though, is that it is a significant 
. deterrent from doing business. 

There are plenty of others: 


have reined in their runaway 
inflation. The rouble has sta- 
bilised, thanks to the Yeltsin 
administration’s policy of 
maintaining it within a corri- 
dor. Some economists even 
forecast that Russia will go 
into growth in 1996. 

And, in practical terms, 
working in Moscow is be- 
coming easier by the day (al- 
though life outside toe big 
cities remains lost in the 
Dark Ages). Computer com- 
munications in the capital 
are improving, although toe 
Russian lines tend to be er- 
ratic and slow, and often cue 
off mid-transmission. 

More and more people axe 
on-line; toe ability to receive 




rag them to accept their oner 
to provide security, and then 
pjaM^i MBcw hB them m*Q. 
■ a criminal empire- Krysha is 
Russian for roof. , 

Sutiaconcfoacmwashard- 

iy cttt - 111 king given the facts,. 
According to ■ the . A£gscom> 
Tones, ibe Govenwaenlfbund 
.that ail retail stores, restau- 
ruatSk Cafe. Itiodo, and car im- 
porters along w&b; 70^0 per 


terprises were malangjpay- 
ments to criminal gangs- Some 
of the ^ngpters are cvoi sard 
to test on inflaflmg their own . 
accountants witom the com- 
panies upon which they pty- 
just to make sure that 
festid plunder jsbemghmdeu 
from their greedy gaze- ; 

You would have fo be torn® 
in a dream world to spend any 
time in Moscow withom bepjg 
aware of toe mafia -w, at least, 

ian newspaper and were s- a 




around the country.! was sit- emerged from the parlia m en- 

Itwintatemorethanabowlof 
congealed grease to scare hungry 
entrepreneurs from making fortunes 


ting in a caffi not long agb, taiy elections as the strongest 
wkc four such louts abruptty party, pawning speculation 


dosed, presumably to allow presidential contest- If this 
•them to carry on drinking and happens - toe pessimists warn 
nisying cards undisturbed by -toeywfflrenattonalBe private 
one dared protest, “terpr^andsp^ronmeh 
SStf all toe cate’s staff. money fiilfiffing their welfare 
And stroll into any modem commitments that inflation 

-to'*-. 

S^S^?^»troosmner positive points that should 
refle*. Sftbe overtook®* Despite toe 
^t^fo^t,ofthepty- heavy costs of the war m 

1 1 . iding A wryfvnnh- pufled out of its nosedive. At 


Entertaining clients is more 
of a problem. New Western 
restaurants have been pop- 
ping up around the city like 
mushrooms but one often 
walks away from them with a 
heavy heart and a light wallet. 
A half-decent meal at a half- 
decent Chinese, for instance, is 
likely to set your company 
back by more than $120 (£80). 

My search for a good Russ- 
ian eating establishment near 


be an odyssey of the odious, a 
series or utter disasters fea- 
turing dishes that would make 
the average road kill look 
appetising. 

But, for toe truly hungry 
entrepreneurs, this won’t mat- 
ter. It will take more than a 
bowl of congealed grease to 
scare them away from a coun- 
try where there are stin for- 
tunes to be made by anyone 
brave enough to face down the 
thugs. 




PROPERTY 
Ckj £Neg 

Up to 4 years p.q.e. in 
commercial property for well 
do cated solicitor with 
excellent inter personal skills 

iwm spirit . 

OFFICE ADMIN JUNIOR 

aty Sob VplefllS 

Bright individual pref- with 
experience in law firm for 

general xtniin <tnii« 

Delivering tnternal/enemal 
mjfl and docs to Conn. 
Photocopying etc. Most be 
keen sod prepared to ghre 
100*/. eJTcrt- 

LEGAL SECRETARIES 
ANY EXPERIENCE 
URGENTLY REQUIRED 

Telephone, fax or post your 
CV NOW to: 
MATHEESON REID. 
RecRHCment Consnltnnls, 
71 WATUNG STREET, 
LONDON EC4M 9DD 
Tet 0171 236 5522 
Fare 0X71 230 5588 



LEGAL 

ACCOUNTS/ 

TRAINER 

CITY - C£2£K 




knowledge seeking to 
more into a training rale. 

ExceDenl camfnrnncaUon 
skHb end wflHngneBB to 
trard essential 

Immediate Interviews. 
Telephone or fax TODAY 

MAMESON 

REID, 

KtnflMt CmsxltdMtg 
71 WAILING STREET; 
LONDON EGCM 9DD 
TEL* 0171236 5522 
FAX; 017] 236 5588 


TIME FOR A CHANGE 


REINSURANCE To £43,000 

Preartnent Qty tame firm wth frsc ram ronsrance 
reputation seeks ftjg p tar with beowe a i 1-4 yars' pqe. 
Work w8 bwota brge scale firigidon and arbitration an 
an nteraatiofol basis. Opportunities far travri ease 
Quaftr of work second to none. This is an eccelent 
opportunity. Re£D2570 1 

JUNIOR TAX To £35,000 

Lxadng ra enmiunal bw firm with an excefait reputation 
it this Md not* seeks a 0-2 jeon' pqe a x lawyer with 
strong tednkai abity with Impec ca ble tr a in i ng and 
ac a demic badqyound. fw e p rio n ai opportunity far junior 
lawyer with genAte enthutiisn fa t» bw. Re£ DI4I36 

PATENT LITIGATION To £40fi00 

Exocpoorai opporomty to joki this top Chy finn and to 
be a hey pfejer fa its P team conc a n pwfag primary on 
poem IdgKion. Woh between 2 and 4 years' past 
quaKeadon experience you should base a U pasp of 
patent bw and be able to work dosefy wkh one of the 
most enpreawe dm bases In die Qiy. Re£ D2312I 

CORP. FINANCE £Supetb prospects 

Dynamic Qty firm seels anfaitiots focussed lawyers era 
4-5 years’ qtaKeri v»4th preriotg ape ba gtined with 
top Gey or Central London practices. Work indudes 
debt fcancing and capitai raising far impressive range of 
dents. Re£D24MV 

PROPERTY LITIGATION Reading 
To £40,000 

Superb oppornaty to source work on a national basis far 
a leading regona! practice. You wfl Join a smafl and Ktfily 
p rofessfanaJ property namiervlang an tx y ar alc l ta d range 
cf dents where jnr oankuian wC be noticed and 
enure you- rapid promotion. Orta 4-7 ysss’ eaqxriencz. 
Re£ D207I4 


PROPERTY To £37J00 

Broady bared corranendti praoioe In the Gty with wealth 
dt experience in the property sector seeks junior 
commereii] property Spedafc dm 1-3 years Ratified. 
Range cf work indudes major development profacts and 
c c ctJent sehxuM of other co m merc fa l property 
transactions. Ret D 1 8V27 

COMPANY/COMMERCIAL To £36,000 

Jtnior practitioner keen to ensure tnJy broad ^read at 
work required to 9 pasaan within active dep a rtmen t 
servicing both private company and pic work. This firm 
has an eselent reputation and wfl offer sjperb 
prospects. 1-3 years' pqe. Ret D25533 

ENVIRONMENTAL To 165JXJ0 

Mutate and comrnkted owrortnenoJ ipacblR woh 
years' pqe snfft by thriving gaup at metfanvsbed Coy 
practice. Em * uu nenai Ufa erioyt stand alone instructions as 
vwfl as stfpcxting the firm's other hgt prcfBe departments 
Bselere reroar souaure n pface far hgty mcOwted are} 
faaased ntiwduaL &q»b satoy padoge. Ret D24456 

INSOLVENCY To £60,000 

Buty notveoreentious fasohency unit of leafcg Gxy 
practice has sqaerb opportunity' far 2-6 year quaffied non- 
oanrendous fasohcncy lawyer, dose dent contact and top 
quaky work mgsher wbh every enoomgemenc to buM 
one's own practice, first rare opponuniqr. Ret D24898 

JUNIOR IN-HOUSE BANKING 

To fFxceBcnt 

EwWng opportunities far <W year quaiSied bwyers to jori 
this leacEng Japanese bonk to imdenakc bread woridoad 
rickaflng repos, HTNs and ISA documentadoa With 
eweient Gxy training and strong academics this is an 
ouoanxSng oppomtay to work n a thriving and 
tmru i nU/ r rewarding environment. Ret D154W 


For farther kfcrmation. In complete confidence, please contoa Jonathan Manden. WHBam Cock or 
Deborah Da&e*h (at quaffed fawyeaj an 0171-405 6062 (01 71-226 4292evewigsAveeken«hl or write 
aihema Quarry DougaH Reouftraeat 37-41 Bedford Raw, landon Wl CIR 4JH. Canftkmd fine 
0171-831 6394. EHWtfJnnnifta n Qi^etihiii Mtm 
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Companies 

No interims or finals are sched- 
uled for the day. squeezed be- 
iween the Christmas and New 
Year's holidays. Intrepid share- 
holders may want to venture 
out to the annual general meet- 
ing of CentregoTd. the corn- 


share price, pence 
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puter peripherals and soft- 
ware company. Meanwhile, 
Westbury. the housebuilding 
company, is holding an extra' 
ordinary general meeting to ask 
shareholders to approve a 
£3JL2m rights issue, intended 
to help finance the company's 
acquisition of Clarke Homes, 
formerly a division of BICC. in 
eariv December. 

.Annual meeting; Cemregold. 
EGM: West bury. 

Economics 

As befits one of the quietest 
weeks of the year for business 
and financial news, there are 
no UK economic statistics 
scheduled for release. The 
West German consumer price 
index for December is expect- 
ed to edge down to 1.4 per cent 
from 1.6 per cent in Novemher. 
Import prices for November 
are likely to show a further 
slight fall, bringing the change 



over the latest 12 months to mi- 
nus 0.8 per cent - more bene- 
fits from that cast-iron 
currency the Germans arc so 
reluctant to swap for Euros. 
Across the Rhine, the French 
will publish household con- 
sumption figures for Novem- 
ber. which are set to show a fall 
of 0.7 per cent year-on-year. 
showing how low economic 
confidence was even before the 
anti-austeritv programme 
strikes began to disrupt the 
French economy in the last 
week of November. 

TOMORROW 

Companies 

The first signs of corporate life 
since the Christmas holidays 
comes lodav. with interims 


due from BBB Design Group 
and Stanelco. BBB Design, 
which operates in design and 
computer-related services, is 
planning to move from the un- 
listed securities market to the 
main exchange. Stanelco, an- 
other liny company, makes 
thermal processing equipment. 
British Building and Engi- 
neering, which provides ser- 
vices to the construction 
industry, unveils its final results 
today. Last year, it showed loss- 
es, in pan due to accounting ir- 
regularities at a subsidiary. 
Finals; British Bdg & Eng. 
Interims; BBB Design Group, 
Stanelco. 

Economics 

Again, no economic statistics 
today, in the fallow period be- 


tween the major seasonal hol- 
idays. However, minutes of 
the'mombly meeting between 
the Chancellor and the Gov- 
ernor of the Bank of England 
held on 1 November will be 
published. These should throw 
light on just how bard the 
Governor was digging in his 
heels and whether the Chan- 
cellor shared the budget strat- 
egy with him before cutting 
base rates a quarter point two 
weeks ago. 

FRIDAY 

Companies 

Interims from Union Square, 
the property company, provide 
the only regularly scheduled 
financial news of the day. 
Following the announced 


winding up of the unlisted se- 
curities market, the group has 
said it would be seeking a list- 
ing on the main exchange — but 
only after its final figures are 
published for the year ending 


Dominion Energy 
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March 1996. A handful of 
small companies — including 
Assoriated-Henriques, Black & 
Edgington, The Brockbank 
Group, Butte Mining. Conrad 
and Dominion Energy - hold 
their annual general meetings, 
before everyone goes off again 
on holiday. Dominion said on 
7 December that the financial 
statements for the year would 
not be sent out 21 days before 
today’s AGM, but would be 
placed before shareholders at 
an extraordinary meeting to be 
held before the end of January 
1996. 

Interims: Union Square. 
Annual meetings: Assodated- 
Henriques, Black & Edgington, 
The Brockbank Group, Butte 
Mining, Conrad and Dominion 
Energy. 

Economics 

In an otherwise empty statis- 
tics schedule, the Govern- 


ment’s economic trends for 
December are released today. 

NEXT TUESDAY 

Companies 

No financial news' scheduled, 
but today is day 39 of the 
Granada bid for Forte, after 
which no fresh financial infor- 
mation can be published under 
Takeover Panel rules. - 

Economics 

Today brings a few interesting 
statistics, both from the 
Government and the private 
sector. 

Chief among them axe the 
mortgage lending figures from 
major British banking groups 
for the month of November, 
the. provisional MO narrow 
money supply figures for 
December, and the UK official 
reserves figures, also for 
December. 
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& radio 




pick of the day 



^coring Night was, for no apparent 
reason, medieval mystery night. On 
_ BBC2, Colin Hrth swapped Darcy’s 

jodhpurs fora smp(± and a fancy cod-piece 

to’ do tattle for truth, justice and porcine 
. *^hts in 14th-centiny Prance in The Hoar 
of the Pig. (BBC2). Meanwhile, a allege 
part of the TTV schedules was consumed 
by a featurc length version of Cadfael, the 
adventures of Derek Jaco&r$ 12th-century 
monk with the 20th-century forensic skills. 
; The kind of night, you might think, when 
/diarades' seem like a good idea. 

The Hour of the Pig, though, proved more 
than diverting fare, if only for an opening 
sequence which gave new meaning to the 
phrase “hung like a donkey". A tragic ass 
_ stood on the gallows, a, noose around its 
t neck, next to a similarly doomed man, the 
pair charged with enjoying intimacy. At the 
Jast-minut«j a monk (pcssibly from Cad- 
fafil’s abbey) pushes Us way through the 
. crowd of execntioiL groupies to hand the 
hangm a n apiece of paper. “Since the per- 
son of the she- ass was violated without her 
consent,” the hangman reads, “she is to be 
released forthwith without a stain on her 



review 

Jim 

White 


character”. As the ass is led away, the sad 
bugger next to her swings, to much 
appfaase from the audience: a response, 
you couldn’t help feeling, which was thor- 
oughly modem in its misplaced 
sentimentality. 

Indeed, the bizarre nature of the plot- 
line notwithstanding - Firth, a city slicker 
unused to bumpkin ways, was a lawyer 
required to defend a pig on a murder rap; 
the pig is innocent (nobody with dimples 
that cute could be a killer) and our hero 
determines to prove her so, thus uncover- 
ing aO sorts of nasty goings-on in the bucolic 
wood shed - there was something familiarly 
up-to-date about the whole film. 

Not the scabs, certainly, or the bad den- 
tistzy-or the other moments of carefully 
realised medievalness. These were nothing 
more than set-dressing (or rather 


undressing. If this was to be believed, the 
14th century was a sort of sexual theme 
park, with everyone willing to climb aboard 
at the slightest pretext. Sophie Dix as a serv- 
ing wench will have bad Darcyetles across 
the nation weeping in envy at the sight of 
their man, naked, lasciviously signing his 
autograph on her buttocks). 

Fundamentally, this was a production 
which told us less about France in the Dark 
Ages than it did about our modem condi- 
tion. It was, in essence, a courtroom drama 
— Jn the Name of the Father , perhaps - 
popped into the Thrdis and taken bade to 
a time when they wore absurd costume in 
court (well, marginally more absurd than 
they do these days). 

“In a world where nothing is reason- 
able,” said Ian Holm, sex-mad monk, to 
explain the pig's trial, “nothing can be truly 
mad.” Much the same obtains these days 
in the modern world of television 
scheduling. 

If Filth was the medieval Perry Mason, 
Derek Jacobi’s Cadfael is the Middle- 
Ages’ Morse. Or rather, with Iris expertise 
in everything from herbal remedies to 


weather forecasting, a renaissance man a 
couple of hundred years ahead of his time. 
If not 800 years. 

“See this discolouration round her lips 
and chin?” he said, conducting an autopsy 
on a murder victim and sounding like a bit 
part in Cracker. “It suggests she died by 
suffocation.” 

Cadfael (ITV) didn’t even make The 
Hour Of The Pig ’ s admiral stab at disguis- 
ing its modem concerns under a blanket of 
authenticity. Its protagonists had capped 
teeth, the monks kept their habits on and 
everyone spoke in the kind of sub-Shake- 
spearian cadences that pass as medieval 
talk in bad screenplays (“I trust I find thee 
in good health, my Liege”). And you just 
couldn't help thinking that when Super- 
monk confronts the v illain with a sack-load 
of carefully garnered evidence, all effort at 
understanding the past had simply been 
abandoned. 

“You can prove none of this.” the bad 
guy yells. As if proof mattered in the days 
when men were men and they'd try a 
donkey for nothing more than fluttering her 
eyelashes. 


film of the day 


LEON THE PIG FARMER 

11pm C4 


Pigs in the movies - now there's a 
thesis for some media studies student 
hard up for an idea. The present cycle 
-currently continuing with Babe and 
TheHourofihe Pig (left) - was kicked 
off by Vadim Jean and Gary Sinyor s 
no-budget charmer in which Jewish 
estate agent Mark Frankel discovers 
his biological father was a Yorkshire 
pig farmer. 



BBC1 


BBC 2 


New*, Local Mews, Weather (4756485)1 
CMhfcaift BBC: Chris tmasSpecials(2372S43S). : 
735 FawuiteSongs (7296843). 

Inca! ftews,Weathw (4016379). 

CtaBdren’s BSC Joe 90 (58314G6). 8L35feeiiag3 
Mutant Hero Turtles (7094737). 

News, Local News, Waajtier {51 77D05J. ’ \ . 

CbWren’s BBC: OobattiitBCrash. (8296992). 930 
Stone Profiectora (99379 ). mOOPlaydays 
■ 0881553): 11125 WBfiam'sWteMWBffir^Dns 

751320891. 

1030 naitKXOU^ Modem IflOe (GeofgssRqy HBL 
1967 US).Ji^^Kkewsassfai1tine4turTlir^l920s 
flapper? Never mind, its grt James R» and an Osca^ 
... winning score by Elmer Bernstein £15711060). * 
12^45 Cartoon (64251669). . 

12J55Locd News, Weather (12934027). 

LOO News; Weather (48495244). * . 

Neighbours (S) (44070350). * 

Catoon (15069640). 

Greatest Party in ttwWDrl± Neverpind the .... 
hyperbole, feel the pop in the second half ofthe 
programme recorded in Blrm k ^iam’s NEC earlier this 
yaa£feaart^Eastl7 f BBmal. Shagal Michelle. ' 

Gayle, D fleam, Bcymne. MN8 and Ultimate Kaos 
(2373909). 

Bra Back to the Rmira Part B (Robert Zemeckis 
1989 US). Eien more conwoli^BdtffTie-traveJ grief, ■ . 
with Marty Md^traveSfr^ ' 

skateboards and Christopher Lloyd stealing the film, 
again. Flash and tony (S? 09185843). * ' 
BtoePatsr-thoBestSasilnokbackatfftejea- 
with the sticky-backed plastic raew (2013669). * 
NeJgbbouSk Luck having swiftfy ‘done* alcoholism in 
a two-week storyfcte, has afresh start. If orty ttwas so 
easy (R)(S) (299927).* - ' 

News; Weather (956911). * 


ITV/London 


Channel 4 


I TV/Regions 


UJO 

135 

130 


330 


5j05 


735 BUB I 


8.40 


230 


330 


335 


535 


630 

6JL5 

630 


730 

830 


9.00 


Anhnal Hospital Dowa Under -a Christmas . 

SpecfaL That's rigs, possums £9 (538973). 
TWstaHbarUfe($J (523843). *• 

Jobs far tteQds.PauGwQi^aTdljndaltohson ; 
(fromS^c^aft^eOoigartseab^f^fSZSO;.* 
ABB Hot ShotsJC&n Abrahams 1991 US):-Rubbteh 
sprxjfrflbpGim.BernarteUesole^farCbartie ' 
Sheen* Rantomusdes® £3650276). 

1035 Nows, local News, WeaShar (017398).* 
1030Sorry About Last ffigrt. A romantic comedy written 
ty and starring Atew Sayfe. He and Stobhari’ . 
Redmond arefao Rfidctoagadpeoffeonlhelrfirst 
datewhogscnadanngpost-pijbtraMfthrajgh 

seemyiorxkxi-asortoftl^bBcmethkgrt^tmare 
'• inspfr ed bySco re es e * After Hours (5) (120973). * - 
1140 BB Canyon DWc (peter Rogers 1974 18$. Wierein 
the team rewte the hetoryof Dick Ttxp^“ftfe 
tocradfctethathuiian minds can putsuch muck onto 
paper " note d ferreth Wffiams (837689). * > 

UO Weather (2419041). Tb 115am. _ 
REGKM&Wafes: 6J5pih Wales Tbday- 110 News; 

. VVeathet Scot 6.00pm News. 6.15 Reporting 

. ScotlanrLNfc 6.15pm News. 110 Local News. 


Modem Times (Charlie Chapfin 1S36 US). 
Chaplin's final sflent mastoplece: a naive polemic 
against an fncreaskgy automised society faapty. 
whereby his worker beoomes unhinged and meets 
beautifiJ orphan F&uletie Goddard (1862447). 

Woman of the Vsar (Georgs Stevens 1942 
. US). Gorgeous, lush, almost worth getting out of bed 
r foc \fes» rfs the first screen pairing of Hepburn and 
Tracy. They’re journos; they're hot (56810911). 
lD30Ttie Voyages of Charies Darwfci. Next stop, 
Patagonia (R) (26176). • 

U30Ttie Royal Institute Christmas Lectures -Planet 
". . Earth, an Explorer's Guide. First of this excellent 
annual sales: today Dr James Jackson, a Canbridgp 
.. -geologist, talks planetary make-up ££(43783). 

1230 C eleb rity Mantelpiece. The fcate Kingsley Ante 
. profited through his knick-knacks (5) (54627114). * 
1230 (facing from Chepstow: Raongfrom Chepstow and 
Leopardstowr. 1230(C) Chrisb^ Cracter Hancficap 
' Chasa 130 (Q Ftnate Jumor Hurdle. !L55 (C) Coral 

■ Wfelshltationaf. 2.10 (U Paddy Power Handcap. 230 
(Q Festive Spirit Ncwice Chase (5) (34811008). 

A River of Sound. Tradtional Irish music explored (S) 
(8101089). 

Close Up. Teresa Gorman, MR on Vfctor/Vfctoria (S) 
(9152992). 

QB (M a Oear Day You Can See Forever (Vincent 
Mneifi 1970 US). Heroic fumeuse Barbra Streisand 
tries hypnotherapy, but regesses to a past Me. Shrink 
Wes Montand Is intrigied. SBly but fun muslcd 
(41663973). 

M/laBace and Graraft ii the WhmgTtaueers. A^rn, 
but we can harelleitfR) (SH176). * 

Star Trete The Next Generation. The Enterprise - it's 
frozen in time! (S) (528263). * 

Rocky Star (159466). 

SyMe G^em. Balletomane SyMe gets American 
chorecgapherWiBiam Forsythe to dance a solo piece. 
Then Mownent, a film by Rench director Fiancoise 
Ha Van ® (640). 

The Abb^vrith Alan Bennett. The final cut® 
(370089). * . 

Another Foot in the Past A 1920s suburban semi 
(F) (S) (418176). 

The LS«^y Lads. In wMch Bob and Thelma ae Intent 
on a quiet Christmas a deux, but^ 7eny has other ideas 
(RJ (394195). * 

Hekfi HMss- Hoflywood Madam. Nick Broomfidd 
goes in search of the notorious stai^safisfierfS) 
(231621).* 

1130 A Great Day In Harlem. FWxJousjazzumerttary; 
narrated by Quiniy Jones, telling the stay of Art 
Kane’s famous 1958 photograph of the 57 greatest 
Suingjazzers hanging in Hailem. Plus archtefootage 
of suchgeniusesasDte^Blakey and RoMisl Absolute 

; bSss (11393). * 

1230 QS Mo* Better Biues (Spare Lee 1990 US). Denzel 
Washin^on plays a seif-destnjeave trumpeter in This 
confused buts^shhommage. Great soundtrack 
(19461). 

230 Weathervlew (5128374). Tb 2.40am. 


630 


630 


735 

730 


830 


830 


930 


945 


630 


935 

930 


235 

335 

330 

3.15 


5JL0 

5.40 

535 

6.00 


630 

730 


GMTV 6.00 News. 505 Special Feature. 7D0 News. 
730 Bam^i 8.00 Gaby 830 Stala and the 
Jewel Riders. 8.55 Power Rangers (8114176). 

He-Man (R) (8201824). 

Ba t ma n (S) (1882602). 

1030 News , Local News (9413927). * 

1030 1251 The Stray Lady (Larry Qionn 1990 US). 

Jesslca^ Tandy is a sprightly pensioner beginning a new 
career as a telly presenter. Better consumed as a 
character study Than a satire on TV (S) (63000805). 
12.10 Cartoon (R) (3802824). 

1230 Local News, Weather (8152089). * 

1230 News ft Weather (2910027). * 

1235 Christinas in Coronation Street (HJ (8800176). * 
230 Stuntraasfers (4066911). 

Cartoon (F) (3724669). 

News (8605244). * 

Local News, Weather (8620553). * 

BB Hash Gordon (Mice Hodgas 1980 UK). All 
together now; "Flash! Aab-aah!". Splendid filmic 
comic, with Max^ Von Sydow as Ming and Queen on 
yer speakers (5) (32236992). * 

Alters (2007008). * 

News, Weather (308379). * 

TbwShouLAagh (221737). 

Home and Away SpedaL "Shane and An^i - a Love 
Stay" (602).* 

London Tonight (282). * 

Wheel of Fbrtune. Take your pick - a car or £20,000 
In cash (S) (1783). 

Coronation Street The tedious missing gnome 
storyline comes to a condusion. Coronation Street 
can write better comedy without resorting to these 
sitcomesque h [jinks (466). * 

Des O’Connor Tonight. With Frank Bruno and Shirley 
BasseyfSJ (5756). 

Circles of Deceit. "Dark Secret". Dennis Waterman 
plus beard, aka ex-SAS man John Neil, uncovers a 
conspiracy which leads (natch) afi the way back to 
Nazi Germany Come Redgave and Kate Buffery lend 
classy support to standard-issue thrills (S) (8843). * 
1130 News & Weather (126485). * 

11.15 Local News, Weather (497485). * 

1135 BOB Ihe China Syndrome (James Bridges 1979 
US). Seriously good nuclear scare-thriller. Mitten by 
Michael Crichton and starring Jane ftnda. Jack 
Lemmon and a tolerable Michael Dougas.Fbnda and 
Dougas are those prototype 1970s, post-Watergate 
heroes, imresti^thre journalises, uncoveringnegected 
safety stendaitis at a Three Mile Island-style nuclear 
plant (67226060). * 

Endsfe&i League Extra (3601503). 

EB9 Passion Flower Cioseph Sargent 1986 US). 
Bruce Boudertner in romantic Rar East action 
(328935). 

BBB Off Beat (Michael Dinner 1986 US). Librarian 
Judge RhdnhoW pretends Id bee poficeman 
(3205003). 

Proffle. Emmytou Harris (Si (4864041). 

ITN News (1466799). To 6.00am. 


730 


830 


930 


140 

235 


430 


540 

535 


640 

7.05 


730 

8.00 


330 


4.05 


Ulysses 31 (R) (1646282). 

The Adventures of T-Rex. Not the band (R) 
(2340244). 

Little Dracute (R) (29911). 

The Big Breakfast. Gladiators Raider and Tipjan, 
EastEhcfer-tumed-popstBrSean Manure, and 
Squeeze top the bill (50599). 

10.00 Saved by the Bell: The New Class (5486963) . 

1035 Babylon 5. Ifs Christmas in space, too, you know (R) 
(S) (3093621).* 

1130 Cafihxnia Dreams (R) (S) (8171783). 

1145 Barer Mice from Mars (S) (2178992). 

12.10 The SuperMarto Bros (R) (3800466). 

1230 Dennis (8143331). 

1230 Rac&M> The second day at Kempton Park. 12.40 
Bonusprkit Juvenile Novices’ Hurdle (2m); 1.10 
Bonusfltm Chase (Amateur Riders) (3m 51); 1-40 
Tripleprint H’cap Chase (2m 4f llbyti): 2.15 
Bonusprtot Christmas Hurdle (2m); 2.50 Bonuspost 
H’cap Chase (3m) (S) (61570640). 

Lonely Planet. Ian Wn#rt feeds sharks and dimbs a 
live vo lcano in the Pacific basin (R) (S) (6322843). 
BSD Jason and the Argonauts (Don Chaffey 1963 
UK). Todd Armstrongs got a serious yen for a Golden 
Reece, but he’s got to get past FX-metster Ray 
Hanyhausen’ssword-figiting skeletons, malicious 
Colossus and watery Neptune first Brilliant 
(26202331).* 

The Crystal Maze (R) (S) (94824). * 

News, Weather (1843). 

WOd Britain (R)(SJ (468). * 

Brookside. Eddie needs to flog he motor, whfle 
Jackie may be about to enter into a Raustian pact (S) 
(7263).* 

The Great Ape TriaL Should apes have the same 
rights as we do? >tes, some argue, because 
chimpanzees differ from humans by only one per cent 
of their DMA. What’s more, animal rightists like Peter 
Singer think that gxifias shoiddhave their own cowtry. 
GoriBastan. Strangely, Singer's not on the panel. Dr 
Jane Goodai, David Meltor, Baroness Wamock, 

Cristina Odone and Will Stif are, though.andJon 
Snow presents. See Pick of the Day (10909). 

10.00 Northern Exposure. Joel has a fantastic dream. 
Something he ate? (5) (6621). * 

1130 BED Leon the Pig Fanner (Vadim JeartfSaiy Sinyor 
1992 UK). Sweet lo-fi British comedy which kicked off 
the plethora of porcine parables in our cinemas. 
Jewish estate aggnt Mark Frankel discovers his real 
fatherisa Ybrkshlre pig-breeder. See Rim of the Day 
(S) (237008). * 

1230 BIBI The Naked Junge (Byron Haskin 1953 US). 
Chariton Heston and mail-order bride Eleanor Parker 
battle horrible red ants, miDirms of ’em, on their 
plantation in the jungles of South America (856751). 
Rawhide (7839549). 

Cajun Country (R) (9952225). 


6.00 

7.00 
730 

8.00 


830 


235 

335 


445 The World of Hammer (R) (54494596). Tb 510am. 


TV GUIDE BY STEVEN POOLE [ 


ANGLIA 

GlOOmB OMTV IB114J/6J. 9-25 The Nn Ad«M» d Hc- 
Uanf830;S?4] 9^Bsaman lhefl™n3iedSefKi7fifC6tyr 
11X20 News /£UJ39T7A 10J0 r»m The Slory V 
(53000B05L 12.10pm W&fnerCSrWJni8r6555Jl 12.15 Won 
a Camxn (816*824) IZ2Q Arp(eNi3M(SJ52089j 12£5 
OiHmis h Coranwm Sttea (BB001761 2-00 EnrtmaSHi 
14X6911). 2 V> Dene; Cartoon (3724669) 3. 05 News 
IB6Q5244L 3.15 FWn Hash fenkn i32236992r. 5.10 Short- 
land Shea £20070040. 6.00 Home and Amy Specu! 
I5S54J71 7:00 \Mcdd FwUM 11 7S31 7J0 Comtui SBW 
I466X SJX) Des (TDnw Ta^git 157561 9.00 0tteoi De- 
ceit 08431. 11JS Fane The OtHu Syndrome i672260eC'l. 
L4ttam Erd*0i law* Ertia £360/5031 225am F*re Shctui 
(B831620Q. 4AS&SBam ffct Fokw. the Leedei ill 49461 1 


TYMETEES/YDBRSMRE 

As [aifen exsept 5.10pm Home and Away Spend t2»O70O£?L 
GJQ BiceMitaas (2821 4J0-&S5m fitat Dons i^S20£Oj. 


cornuL 

SJXtan GUTV £SJI 4176) 9^5 The New PA-ertuf» a He- 
Man (8201824). 9-50 Batman - the Animated Senes 
(1882602) 10-20 News <1151114) 10 JO FOnc The Sion 
L**£E300aBQSL 12 . 10 pm VIBmef Canoan 0«efi?JL 1235 
Christmas h Qnratmn Sheet (88001 761 2.00 ShrtmasteK 
(40668111 2-55 DBnev Cartoon (3724669). 3.15 Ftae Flash 
Gordon 02236992) 5.10 Shortlard Street 000700SI 6.00 
Home ant Away {5S5JJ7/. 7.00 Wheet d Fortune <! 

7 JO Corenatm SBeeU^661 S00 Des O’Ccma (57561 

9.00 Circles d Deced (8B43) 11.25 Fam: The Puna Syndrome 
(fi722606£H 1-Mam Ends*£i leaoie Extra 060/5031 
? Ffert Passion Flower (3TB935*. 4.10 FBnt CO Beal 
(32050031. 5^0- 5.55am Fufle (486404 U. 


HTV 


As London oopfc 5 JO-iAOpm A Ccursr,- Ptadrce 2007CO8I 


MEStOMM 

6.00HIGMTV 0.1/4/761 9 J5 The New Advenhns of He- 
Man (8201824 1 9 JO Batman ■ the Animated Senes 
(18826021. 1020 Hews £52511.141 10 JO F%k The Swy 
Lady (63CTTS051 lTLlOpm Warner Cawxi (3602824) 1255 
□mstmas In Cartnomn Street iSSOO/76. 1 2.00 Stuntmastas 
(406691 11. 2-55 Drsney Cartoon 07246691 3.15 FOot Flash 
Go-don (322369921 5.10 Home and Away Spare! CWTOSI 
6J0 wturs My Lme? (2B2) 7.00 Wheel a Fortune f j 79»L 
7JOQMnaeon Street (4C61 BOO Des CTCenre? Tor^ (575£r 
9JMCirdesdDec«(B643). 11J5 FBue The ChmaSindrane 
(67226060). 1.40am EndSiegn League Exrra (360/5031 
2_25»n Rtat Shogun (SSJ/6t?i>5J 4.45- SJ Sam Hnc F C .v 
low the Leader (3149461). 


wsTCOfflmrf 

6.00am GMTV 0/ /-J7761 9 J5 the Neu. Adoenture&d He- 
Man (A30/824L 9-50 Batman - the Animated SenK 
(Igareo:.). 10J0 FBnt The Story Lady i53tt7P306.' 
12.10pm Vtemer Cartoon (38028341 12J5 Cnrtsmx. m Coro- 
ratal Street (86007 76> 2-00 S&rtmasters (406692 .".2.55 
Disney Cartoon £37246691 3.15 Fanv- FI** G.:*dcr. 
(322369K»i. 5.10 Home ana fcray Sped* i^OOWfi 6.00 
Wedixuntry IM(6021. 630 Macs bum the Cart. u?eC> 7.00 
Wheel o! Fortune iJ7&3> 7 JO Corxiaton Street (466L 8.00 
Des O'Connor Tomght |5756}. 9.00 Cedes oi Deced 
18843.1. 11-25 FAie The CMna Syndrome ,'672260601. 
UOam Endsfetfi League Earn i3&?2 5037. 2-25aro FJkrt Fas 
skin Fkwer (329935L 4.10am FBnt. OS Beat i32U5CU3l 5.40- 
5.55an Profile <486404) 1 


S4C 


7.05am The Artrcntwes t* T Rb 12340244/ 7 JO unb Dae- 
ubr299/U 8.00 the Breakfast ,50599' 10.00 Suved 
try me Bed- The New Cl*s (5486963). 10-25 Racoon 5 
(3098621 1. 11 JO CaUcrrut Cfeoms (S.v;7S3.r IMS 
Aaanri'l 1 Rea! Monsnn! (4273350). 12-00 Slot Medrmn 
( 790271 . 1230pm Charnel 4 Raong <6! 5306401 . 3 JO The 
Ubrid d Jim Henson f/9/5-373). 530 The AOvertures at 
Mole (6094). 6.10 5 Pump- Rownd a Roomd i945£05J. 6-25 
5 Pump? SW NadoPs ( 3087371 . 7.00 Yds HgsteJ Seren V.Tf 
Rrchard aattn (73501 8JXJ 5 Come Ar Curved Gnnlia GayiiC 
(7263). 8.45 Ueita (703824 }. 9J5 Blue Ctrsmas 
I66/447L 10.00 BnsiQJde (70756). 10 JO Northern Expo- 
sure (8655341. lJ.25-12.10am Farm Ammer Ps-r d Ajesi 
Three <* a eta) (228485/. 


L 

r 


Radio 


Radiol.: 

67.M9.afeW • ' 

8.00am Simon Mayo 12X0 Nicky 
Campbel 1-3.00 Dave Paste 74)0 ; 
Evening Session Rewind 9-00 Sbr' 
Review: Darianan lOOfrThe Best 
of 2 in the Jungle 1200 Mark 
Tbnderaf 4M-8.00am Cta&e : 

Stubs' . 


Radio 2 . ? - V. 
asmzwiw- *..■■■.; - ■ 

6- OOhtn Roger Ttoyle 7-30 Waite 
Up to Wt&n 930 Kan Brace. 
1130 Jimmy Voting 2 j 0Q Debbie 

Trirower 3^0 Ed Stesart. 5-05 -• 
John Dunn’s 7,00 Jim UbyfrELOO 
Over the water 830 >bs i 


Explores Her Roote9JXMteqg^ 


gor's Horizons 9.3© Curio I 
Christmas Cracter 10-30 ThoMv- 
tffi Reiner Muse State 1205 Sua 
McGany lOMJXto Alex Lester 


Radio s - . . 

earnout: fw ... 

6.00am On Air.. With ftemy GtM. 

■ Strawefcys PuldneteSufte.' 
Dvorak: Symphony No Bin G. ■ 
Bacftr Flute Sonata in A (BWV 
1032). Field: Nocturne No 4 in 
A Victoria.- Magntficat prio4 • 
tool, Elgar: Serenad e m E minor 
farsttaws. Biaonr. Tanzwafete 
9 JTO Mtxnatg Collection. 

1000 Musical Encounters. 
124X>Ccmposer ttf toe Week: 
S^rtf-Saftw-Bowdiction NiflJ- - 
‘ date kt F, Op 9; Coefi enarrattt 
(Psakn Wtil); Fantaisie in E flat 
lOONoKjRBscuas and Scan- ; 
date. - - 

3.00 Mldwtater Choice. - 

4.W) Chora/ Evensong. l>e &om . 
Westminster Abbte ' 

5.00 The Music tlachtn. 

5.15 Fairest Isle Soogboe*- 
530 The ligm Brigade. 

6.30 O N&tftagafe. A Radio: 3 nv 
. vitation concert given tn Sep- . 
temper at trie Royal GoB ege tf 
Music, London. Including sutqp> 
frem late Georgian Britain. 

730 Amsierdam Mahler FesOnL . 
Dte Kiabeo Wunderhom-. Wer 
hat dies Uedtem e /Uacrit ? Das 
ii-dtache Leben; Rheintejwid-. - 
Chen; Wo die 5chonen Tiompfr 
wi Maseru Cob destioten 
VWscmdes; Symphony No 5 in 

Cmtaor. •- 

930 Theftrhfliate Cat 06). - 
930 A Renaissance Chriamas. 

BBC SnsBO. RoeaCBngrt of. . 

. VioUBo HOBfiO.'ThB B8G - ] . 

Si r&s and their guest conduc- 
tor proem asejecocn-rfsaa- - 
SooaJ most to vcfcpswd. «»*-•; 
. by some pi the best-town Eb^ 
fish cutooen m to# RBoate^ . . 
sance^ inchidng. places by 




choice 


S.-C: 



.Vi", 


rPii-Borotf (7-2(^)m R4) s a 
-paadcerically rivc^exEroinat/orraf' 
TxxedWTi, as patitoogcaf condition 
vsfefas s fact of Me we have #> cope 
:«^;That'5 fbflowed by a - 
■tfflpp^aftion of 25 

■ years of tfie wta3lly;iirtobf&Tg Wife 
Ararat Ptean re (7,45pm R4),. ' - ' - 
rpreseraadby the eveFfescinaEng 
■■ ^ \Joha Bmpam fltefl), ■. - 


■ Wffiam Byrd and Anthony Hot 1 ' 

. fy ypf' ■ 

SIMS The SheBafe Show. 

■ 3X30'1230im \Wc*s. . ■' ' 


BaBff.4 ... 

■ gjggfe fltBWrW.-r 

£ljO-|vmfeg totay- 
fi^S'fWtofca-iheDay . 

:> 8^A Christmas CamL (3/5). 
ftjsawuttte ;. 

5-00(00 Moms. 
^o&awj-fiatMtfchSpeciaL .;. 
.9.fl5ffl!> Midweek 
mop am he*w A Good Read. 


.miS^-ChWraftBBC Ratio 
T ■ 4: A-&m Sir Christmas. £2/4). 

. 1030 cm wajws '-tent rw- 
Ics. 1375J. V t\ 

11.00 (UV) Itat Mfetif SpedaL . ; 
aiao (to New* tofegtoGoo-.. 

• sect Wju.(2iZ). . • 

1130 0*0 At Bertram's- Hotel; By 
Agatha Christie. £3/5)i. ■■ _ . 
32-00 Nevrsj’tornpton Ri- 
ds. (3/5). ' . !■-' -V • ..V V 
.1225 TFM) Bafibtewtck'Han. By . 

• - Scott Cterry (1A5J, - . 
12.55 weafher. 

TjJOTWWbrfd at.0rji»..(FM pn(y. - 
from 1.30) 

13aGW) TbSt Match Special. . 
1140 (FM)Th4 Archers. 7*-** 

135 Shipping. 

-2jOO'Oto News; Box. Of Daligte. . 
By John Masefield. (2/2). •: . 

2.00 03*0 Test Match SpedaL 

. 330TFM) Katahtoscope: MitieriS 
... Tate. l£4fM$5&r : 1Tie.cete- 
. bratad Amorican- playwright 
: -tdte to Christophrs - agstjy .. 

. . tocut writes Death of.a $*le& 

mart, overcoming tha McCarthy- 

. . ht hysjBr».ariti Ws ftsc 
^^ricountEprttii Mrsirae. 

- (2/4L . : 

400 News. - ';■/ 

4£5tofeo Uves, . 

4A5 Christmas Short Story, m 
■ So 7% ron,\or GodWessUs, 

' Everyone . By John Mortimec 


5.00 PM. 

530 Stripping. 

535 Weathec - 
€.00 Six OOock News. 

630 Wt and the Widow’s Sound 
of Musfc. The cabaret duo host 
. ‘ another round of the wide-rang- 
.. ing musk: quiz, with guests Tom 
Cadi, Howard Goodatl, Rory 
~ Biemner and Whyne Marshall. 
,7.00 News. 

7.05 The Archers. 

730 I’m Bored. Dick Hobbs pre- 
• ' tents an unpleasant journey Into 
. ' . the ptace we all fear- our* 
sdves. . 

7/45 With Great Pleasure. To mata 
- its 25th anniversaiy, John Timp- 
son presents a special edition of 
highlights from the programme 
in which guests Including Maeve 
. Blncfy. Dennis Ftotter and 
Jacqueline du Pre select their 
tavourite.lterature, which 
ranges from Shatespeare to trie 
f febd on the back of a sauce 
bottle. ; 

830 Syncopation. Tony Staveacre 
. investigates with expert assis- 
" tsnee from composers, mud- 
dans, dancers and scientists. 

9.00 Fke and tce. A celebration of 
; toe wintry verse of Robert Frost 

•930 Kaleidoscope Feature. Whet 
is the connection between na- 
ture, music, architecture and 
painting? Stephen Johnson goes 
. _ in- search of toe elusive Golden 
Section, the mystical proportion 
- found wherever there is beauty 
939 Wfeatoec 

10.00 The Wbrfd Tonight 

•• 1&45 Book at Bedtime: Memo 
from David O Sebnick. Henry 
Goodman reads extracts from 
the personal memos end letters 
ofOavidOSelznjck,theHony- 
wood producer behind Gone . 

: wrth. the Wind. QfSU 
"LLOO Trust Wendy Lee. The - 
satire on NHS trusts continues 
with the Botiomtey Manorial 
-. Hospital running a series of ra*. 
dlo adverts offering cut-price 


surgery, patients on trolleys and 
bunk beds, and surcharges for 
smokers. Does Mite Blunts 
greed know no bounds? (5/6). 

1130 feds, London. Comedy 
sketch show written and per- 
formed by Simon God ley, Robert 
Harley, Carta Mendonca and 
Gary Parket 

12.00 News. 

1230 The Late Boob Miss Smil- 
la's Feeling for Snow. By Peter 
Hoeg. (8/15). 

12.48 Shipping. 

1.00am As W&rtd Service. 


Radio 5 

7.00am The Breakfast Programme 
835 The Marine 10.05 Brief 
Uves 11.05 HI Eat My Hat 1135 
Pioneers and Presidents 12.00 
MWday with Mair 2.05 Ruscoe on 
Five 4.00 John Inverdale Nation- 
wide 535 Trevor Brooking^ Foot- 
ball Nght 10.05 This Sporting Life 
in the Movies 11.05 Ages of Being 
1135 Spaced Gut 12.05 After 
Hours 235 Up All Night 5.05- 
6.05am This Sporting Ufa in the 
Movies 


Classic FM 

QDQJMDlSBfeW 

6.00am Nick Bailey 9.00 Mike 
Read 12.00 Susannah Simons 
2.00 Lunchtime Family Concert. 
Prokofiev: Peter and toe Wolf. 
Saint-Saens: Carnival of the Ani- 
mals. 3.00 Jamie Crick 6.00 
Classic Newsnrght 6.30 Sonata. 
Franck: Violin Sonata m A. 7.00 
Classic Gaidenlng Forum 8.00 
Classic FM Evening Concert 
Saint-Saens.- Symphony No 3 (Or- 
gan Symphony). Handel: Suite in 
B minor (extracts). Brahms: Piano 
Concerto No 1. 10.00 Michael 
Mappln 1.00 Sally Peterson 4.00- 
6.00am Mark Griffiths 


Virgin Radio 

02IS, ilSM26ftHz IW U&Mtr f» 
6.00am Robin Banks 10.00 Gra- 
ham Dene 2.00 Nicky Home 6.00 
Paul Coyte 10.00 Mark Forest 
2.00-6. 00am John Hipper 


World Sendee 
nswfaun 

1.00am World News 1.10 Press 
Review 1.15 New Ideas 135 The 
Planets 1^5 Country Style 2.00 
Newsday 230 Sports International 
3.00 World News 3-15 Sports 
Jtauidup 330 Assignment 4.00 
Newsdesk 430 Off the Shelf; Fe- 
terPan 4-45 From Our Own Corre- 
spondent 530 Nowaday 530 The 
Learning World 5^45 The High 
C Hero 


Satellite 


SKfOME 

7.00am DJ Kat 008431 8.00 Pow- 
er Rangers (B7060). 830 Press 
Your Luck r«633J). 9.00 Court TV 
(65981 j. 930 Oprah Winfrey 
(79331). 1030 Concentration 
(65945). 11.00 Salty Jessy Raphael 
(52263). 12.00 Jeopardy (97447). 
1230 Murphy Brown (39911). 

130 The Waltons (34466). ZOO 
GerakJo (36737). 3.00 Court TV 
(9640). 330 Oprah Winfrey 
(B 102621). 430 Undun 
(3228282). 4A0 Shoot 1 (5333466). 

5.00 Star Trek (8832). 630 The 
Simpsons (8244). 630 Jeopardy 
£2824). 7.00 LAPD (1621). 730 
M**A"S*H (8008). 8.00 The Bible 
(75737X 10.00 Star Trek (542441 

11.00 Law and Order (73756). 

12.00 Late Show (8 711119). 1Z45 
The Untouchables (6159770). 130 
The Edge (57157X ZOO-6-OOam Hit 
Mix (7654461). 


samss 

6.00am Showcase (92824). 830 
David Copperfiekl (1934) 

(69245195). 10.10 The Spy In the 
Green Hat (1966) (30256824 X 
12.00 Meteor (1979) (33640X ZOO 
The Age of Innocence (1993) 
(62J30843L 430 The Lemon Sisters 
(1990) (51669718 ). 600 Me aid 
toe Kkl (1994) (20447). 730 El 
News Week In Review (3176X 8.00 
The Chase (1994) (50805). 10.00 
My Father, the Hero (1994) 

(404718). 1135 Hollywood Dreams 
(1992) (4616401 135 VWb of De- 
ceit (1994) (98885961 Z35 Flirting 
(1990) (643916). 4.15^.00am The 
Lemon Sisters (1990) (497190). 


HOVECfUWEL 

630am In Name Only (1939) 

(9 04661 8.00 Tbp Cat and toe Bever- 
ly Hills Cats (183311 10.00 Ground- 
hog Day (1993) (486691 1Z00 A 
Home of Ote Own (1994) (312821 
2JD0 A toung Connecticut Ysntee In 
King Arthur's Court (1994) (76466). 
4-00 Yog Bear and the invasion of the 
Space Bears ( 34663. 6JOO Groundhog 
Day (1993) (56602J. 8-00 Wayne's 
Wbrid 2 (1993) (68447). 10.00 
Tombstone (1993) (52524282 ). 
1Z10 Assault at West POirrt- The 
Court-Martial of Johnson Whitia ter 
(1994) (888225). 1.45 Gas. Food, 
Lodpng (1992) ( 647206 X 330- 
6.00am Mercy Mission; The Rescue of 
Flight 771 (1993) (2282251 


gar moves ttfa 

4-OOpm The Fite on Thdma Jordan 
(1949) (7466). 6J» Fancy Rants 
(1950) (54282). 800 The Assassina- 
tion Bureau (1968) (66027). 1030 
Red Scorpion (1989). Espionage 
torfUer starring Dolph Lundprai and A1 


White. A Risian a^nt is sent to 
Africa to murder a rebel agent 
(337447). 1130 1984 (1984). Hor- 
ror starring John Hurt and Richard 
Burton. British-made version of George 
Orweffs darkly futurtetic nwei about 
Winston Smith, the rebellious euery- 
man who incurs the wrath of the 
State, and O'Brien, the authority figure 
who is swot the task of breaking Wm 
(618244X 1.40-3. 15am Une Histoire 
Invantae (1990) (260995J. 


IK GOLD 

7.00am Angels (1288398). 7 30 
Na&rbour5 (2267805). 8.00 Sons 
and Dau^tters (9731350). 830 Eatt- 
Enders (9730621). 9.00 The Bill 
(3721973). 930 The Sullivans 
(1 670282X 10.00 All Creatures Great 
and Small U263089J. 11.00 Dallas 
(1276553). 12.00 Sons and Daugh- 
ters (9741737). 1230 Neighbours 
(26813981- 1.00 EastEnders 
(1287669). 130 The Bill 
(2680669). ZOO The Sullivans 
(48197391). Z25 Are \tou Being 
Served? (37615531 3.00 Angels 
(76679111 330 Eldorado 
(8273973). 4.00 Alto Alto 
(16318051 5.00 Larry Grayson'S 
Generation Game (943306401 6.05 
Kenny’s Comic Cuts (2234089). 635 
EastEnders (262 77 56). 7-00 Eldora- 
do (7659992). 730 The Liver Birds 
(82826211 830 Film: Doctor in 
Clover (5007008). 1030 The m 
(6864669). 1035 The Best of Top of 
the POps (95101466). 1130 Dr Who 
(4102843). 1230 PUbfic Eye 
(5486138). 130 Trtangfe 
(9906480). 130-730sfli Shopping 
at Night (20197480). 


so swat is 

730am Sky Sports Centre (88602). 
730 Racing News (789271 830 In- 
ternational Cricket: South Africa v Eng- 
land (5297621). 330 WDC Darts 
Championships (80624). 530 Foot- 
ball Special: Manchester Utd v New- 
castle Utd (787379). 830 Football 
Spedek Bolton v Leeds Utd 
(34857114). 10.15 WDC Deris 
Championships (7660601 12.00 In- 
ternational Cricket (980411 130 
FootbaA special (384091 330- 
430am Sky Sports Centre 03238). 


HJKKFOftT 

730am Motors (940271 9.00 Athlet- 
ics (74911). 1130 Euraski (79089). 
1130 Football (68094). 130 Eques- 
trianism (101141 230 Ice Hockey 
(481486). 530 Olympic Magazine 
(2379). 530 Rally Raid (98669). 
630 Eurosport News (4602). 7.00 
Kick Boxing (83355). 830 Aerobics 
(115531 930 Truck Racing 03329). 
10.00 Trial (338961 1130 Equestri- 
anism (99728). 1Z 00- 1230am Eu- 
rosport News (753931 


Bargain New Year 
Breaks in London 


GREAT HOTELS 

From only 


£24“ 


per person per night 


INCLUDING FULL ENGLISH BREAKFAST 



Royal Scot 01 71 278 2434 

Near King's Cross & Euston a a rac ★★★ 


Hospitality Inn 0171 262 4461 

Bayswater, overlooking Hyde Park rac ★★★★ 
and Kensington Gardens. Car Park 


Kensington Palace 0171 937 8121 

Near West End & Knightsbridge aa-rac 

A THISTLE HOTEL " ' ★★★★ 

4m 

The Grosvenor 0171 834 9494 

Victoria a a 

A THISTLE HOTEL 


Mount Royal 0171 629 8040 

MarbJe Arch, near Oxford Sr aa.-rac iriririr 


The Seliridge 0171 408 2080 

Central location near Oxford Street ★★★★ 

A THISTLE HOTEL " B-tC 


Whites Hotel 0171 262 27 1 1 

Exceptional Hotel over) oolong Hyde Park R.AC Blue iLhko 
A THISTLE COUNTRY HOUSE HOTEL 


CHILDREN WELCOME! 

. Under h. Stay it cal bn- dirt her 

fc-/S; Softer. per (except at tie Srfftijgc & fttere-. Hnteli 


JM4ICI-.SV MIL) >rd J WUAKV-llth IHIHUARV I99<i 
HOOK BY 5 1st JANUARY 19% 


Ask ycmr Travel Agent to book through Highlile no 0800 700 -TOO 
(N- Ireland 01212 112000) or call Ar Hold of your choitr. 
Weuc quote reference GB IN 2712 


P hcapcT p erwe , prr D ^ l * brrd on proplr J rW 4 - rc nmn nuen nt^i pru > Kiifit L T . 

MBtamaoi iBfbn- oor mghi it olliN.- <4ukiiv . U«du m] TWtiiv Jd. . \o 
oenqunn. Bnelai(H n^Mt to \a’.L-ruH twrrv .1 j hnv J‘ t . . p n . 
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Circus performers: Moscow State troupe takes legal action over use of name by 'imposters' 





Big top, big cats: The 'Traditional Russian Circus’ (above) features Siberian tigers, its posters (below) are said to be misleading Photographs: Mike Sharp and Dan Chung/Newsteam 





irmin: 


with love 



JAMES CUSICK 


II promises 10 be “from Russia 
. •' with love" full of tigers, camels. 

• _ *'_• clowns and horses. But the 

•' ' ''Traditional Russian Circus" 

. currently entertaining Christmas 

• • t - : audiences in Britain is Jacking 

one essential ingredient - 
- Xv Russians. 

The absence of real Cos- 
sacks and performers trained in 
•->.£ the internationally renowned 

Russian stale circus schools 
\ X'^X has prompted the organisers o f 
the Moscow State Circus to lake 
■ a..?*’ legal action against what it is 
casing the "imposters". 

. v . The "imposters” who will be 

• ' •' ~.?S "• performing at Aston. Birraing- 

ri " . X---'. -" ham. until lb January initially 

'• billed themselves as the "Tra- 

ditional Moscow Circus". How - 
ever, after legal intervention 
: from the Gerry Cottle Circus 

company, which brought over 
, the real Moscow troupe earli- 
er this year. posters were tak- 
en down. They reappeared with 
. . ‘ . “Russian" instead of “Moscow" 

. ' • ■■ in the title. 

;„s Was this enough to placate 
' .'\X . . ' the genuine Cossacks’? Chris 
’ *' - Balirop of the Cottle company 

."T; said: “We are very upset. They 

• . may be traditional, but Russians 

>' ' . they are not. With the great fi- 

; . nancial uncertainties now fac- 

ing traditional circuses in 
Russia, the public here is being 
offered only an imitation. Our 
lawy ers have been contacted." 

The “traditional Russians" 

■ are organised by a company 

Iste Svetlana called Circus Harlequin. In- 
: Glynn Griffiths quires about what audiences 


tv - 


c 



Genuine article: Moscow State Circus artiste Svetlana 
Iniakina juggles with flying hats Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 
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2t» Name given to quarrel 
that is small-minded (6) 
27 Brick used by lawbreaker 
in Genesis? 1 $) 


may expect are diplomatically 
answered. A spokeswoman for 
Harlequin said: “You'll be see 
ing tigers, camels, horses 
clowns”. 

But will they be Russians, real 
Russians 

She replied: "Well not aciu 
allv Russians -but it’s Russian 


type circus. 

So where does the ‘-from 
Russia with love” description 
come from'.' She said: “Well, it's 
similar to the Russians." 

The imitation, however flat- 
tering. angers Mr Balirop. 
“When the real Mosci w stale 
company came here this year 
the response was wonderful. 
They will be hack again in the 
spring. Like all the circuses in 
Russia now. international lour- 
ing will be their only hope of 
survival". 

Since the Russian economic 
revolution under President 
Yeltsin, slate funding of all cir- 
cuses has been slashed. Where 
once 15.tn.Hj performers tum- 
bled. rode bare-back and per- 
formed acrobatic tricks in 70 
permanent circus buildings, the 
Russian circuses and their per- 
formers are struggling to sur- 
vive. Of the three famous circus 
schools, only one in Moscow is 
left. And even there it was re- 
cently admitted that money for 
the most experienced circus 
teachers could no longer be 
found. 

The visit m Britain last year 
for the Moscow state troupe was 
regarded as a financial saviour. 
However with no actual licence 
for its name, the legal power to 


By Aquila 


act against impersonators is 
unclear. 

Mr Baltrop said: “The true 
Russian circus performers used 
to enjoy employment certainty. 
Circuses held contracts with 
the slate. But now every per- 
former has to find his or her 
own eon tract. Like the former 


ballet dancers of the Bolshoi 


company who now tour the 
world. Russian circus acts are 
similarly having to perform ail 
over the world. Both their rep- 
utation and skills are the unique 
selling point.’’ 

Mr Balirop admitted Britain 
was still sceptical about circus- 
es : “With imitations of the real 


thing, this will not help. 


TsTfef, 16 
S3 

18 




DOWN 

1 Bond’s square number? 
lb) 

2 US writer to attempt 
verse (b) 

3 Sit-up-and-beg combina- 
tion (b) 

4 New foreten ref index 
( 10 ) 

6 Volume of tortoiseshell 
(S) 

7 Pot or tin basin broken? 

(S) 

8 Hardy character in Troy, 
a police officer (S) 

13 Official Foreign Office 
car wTongly positioned at \ 
junction ( 10) v ' 

15 Siren had gone off in his Yesterday’s solution 


Just say the word 

There’s a language course that's backed by over 
one hundred years’ experience in helping people 
communicate. It's designed to have you speaking, 
thinking and enjoying life like a native in any one of six 
countries in just one month. It works the way you learnt 
lo speak as a child: gradually and naturally. It takes just 
30 minutes of your time for 30 days and builds to a 1,000 
word vocabulary. Its available on CD. cassette or CD-ROM 
and it includes the last word in practical and accessible 
support materials. It’s called Think & Talk and it’s 
available now. Direct. ’Yes' lo Think & Thlk could be one 
of the best things you’ve ever said. 

It's Berlitz 
Think & Talk 

the complete language course 

Choose from: 

Beginner leva! French, German, RaEm, 

Japanese, Russian and Spanish 
Advanced level French, German, B at on 
and Spanish 

CD-ROM ver si on: SO lessons * bilingual 
dklioiiuiy + 44-page monued 
£99.95 fine VAT and PAP) 

Auc&o version: 6/8 CDs or 7 topes 
with 2 illustrated coursebooks + 
bSngucd pocket dictionary 

CD: £115.00 fmc VAT and P&P) 

Cassette: £96.00 

fine VAT and P&P) ( ' 


Order now and you'll receive a free 
Berlitz Phrase Book and a Berlitz 
Business Travel Guide, together 
with a Berlitz passport holder. 
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ACROSS 

I Court official to remu- 
nerate work-force (S) 

5 Jars of wine on board (b) 

9 Centre-half a positive 
gem! iS) 

10 Smuggle in through 
docker. say 7(6) 

II Placed over sideboards, 
they retain heat (S) 

12 Jack to take it easy, being 
emotionally aroused (6)~ 


14 Court order from popu- 
lar alliance ( 10 ) 

15 The merry-go-round in- 
strument (10) 

22 Painter is at home with 
dried truit (<») 

23 Second in fell race’.’ (b-2) 

24 Unimportant part of 
body of soldiers (bj 

25 In good condirion,' porce- 
lain needs such embell- 
ishment (S) 


playschool (8) 
Sparkling. Gee 


16 Sparkling. Georgia 
turned up with young 
ones (8) 

17 Houseman, would you 
say - endlessly courteous 
one on firm? "(8) 

19 Thin plate put up for caL 
perhaps (6) 

20 Rain-damaged stare of 
Alpine plant (6) 

21 Top GI's going out with 
Peg. we hear (6) 


SH0HSH BQBHHHBBl 

□ 0 0 0 B B H 
0QUQHCIBIJQ QODQia 

□ Q Q HI B 0 13 D 
aHPIQHDH GSQD0DHB 
in Q]'. B S3 n: - -O D 
DQQQET U0QQ0DB0 

□ _ 0 -H 0 B v , H 

HBQQ0CE1I1 aonnu 

0 B , 0 H a -' ea B 
13000000 B HHE fflBB 
0 B B rH . n D II Q 
Htmuran oataauatiBE 
M 0 n H 0 B D H 
ranHHWQHQ BSBBISD 
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